
 

Christmas Memories by Pastor Brian Moss 

Christmas is my very first memory. More specifically, seeing Christmas lights in December of 1976. 
I was rolling around the floor of our living room. I remember looking up at the Christmas tree, and 
below it was a big silver box. I later discovered that it was actually a toy barn my father had built 
and wrapped with aluminum foil. For the years that followed, my brother and I played with that 
barn and toy tractors and toy animals.  

All of us have Christmas memories of one kind or another. Perhaps your memories are very 
positive as you think back to your childhood. Or the holidays may remind you of some things you 
would rather forget. This Christmas, I want to remind you (and me) that Christmas is a time to 
remember Jesus and what he has done for us. 

In Matthew 1, we read about how an angel visited 
Joseph and told him that Mary was pregnant with 
the Son of God. “She will give birth to a son,” the 
angel said, “and you are to give him the name 
Jesus, because he will save his people from their 
sins.” (Matthew 1:21) 

Yes, this is a time of year when we can sit back, 
enjoy the lights, and share some good food and 
drink with friends. But much more than that, as 
Christians, we are called to proclaim the love of the 
Lord Jesus, who saves his people from their sins.  

In the words of Phillips Brooks, who wrote one of 
the first Christmas carols that I remember singing, 

How silently, how silently, 
the wondrous gift is given! 

So God imparts to human hearts 
the blessings of his heaven. 

No ear may hear his coming, 
but in this world of sin, 

where meek souls will receive him, still 
the dear Christ enters in. 
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The Connection 
“…so that all the members care for each other.” 1 Cor. 12:25



Member Spotlight: Jim Deuel 

“I am the most blessed of men”, Jim Deuel: humble, 
grateful, self-effacing. A lover of Jesus Christ since age 
8 and baptized at 12. Attended San Gabriel Christian 
school and went on to graduate from Biola University 
in La Mirada, California, with a Bachelor of Science 
degree, majoring in business with a minor in Bible. 

Jim met the love of his life, Gale, in high school. He 
was president of the Youth for Christ club and Gale 
was the secretary. They married when they were 21 
years old and did not part until almost 52 years later 
when health issues took Gale to be with the Lord. 

While going to college, Jim worked for Pacific 
Telephone. When he graduated from Biola, he was 
promoted. They moved with the company to San 
Diego. He attended Scott Memorial Baptist church in 
San Diego where the pastor was Tim LaHaye. Jim was 
elected as a trustee for Christian Heritage College 
(CHC), and was also a trustee for the Institute for Christian Research.  After a 20-year career with 
Pacific Telephone he changed careers and became the business manager for CHC and worked 
with the college President, Dr. David Jeremiah. 

In June of 1986, after recommendations from work to go and see “Orcas Island”, Jim and Gale did 
indeed visit and were in the Village Green when Faith Heath came up to Jim and asked “Didn’t 
you go to Biola? I recognize you!” That started a 30-year relationship with OICC. 

While on Orcas, Jim did a variety of jobs: manager of Captain Cook Resort (now Bartwood), Night 
auditor and Front Desk Manager at Rosario, and ferry terminal worker. He and Gale owned a print 
shop and a Christian Bookstore. 

Jim loves being a part of the men’s Bible studies, Global Outreach, and OICC. He has a heart for 
pastors and dreamed of having a Christian Camp and Conference Center on Orcas for pastors and 
their families. Instead of being disappointed, Jim says “God trusted me with a lot of fun things!” 
Jim shows us all how to be gracious in the midst of life’s ups and downs. Thank you, Jim. 

Did You Know? 
Advent candles have meaning and symbolism for the Christian 
holiday season.  

The first advent candle is purple and symbolizes hope. It is also 
known as the “Prophecy Candle” in memory of the prophets, 
particularly Isaiah, who prophesied the birth of Christ.  
The second purple candle symbolizes faith. Also known as the 
“Bethlehem Candle,” signifies Mary and Joseph’s journey to 
Bethlehem. 

  The third candle is ordinarily pink and represents joy. This 
candle is pink because the rose color represents joy, also known 
as the “Shepherd’s Candle.” It is meant to remind us of the 
world's joy at the birth of Jesus.  
The final purple candle marks the last week of Advent as we 
anticipate the birth of our Savior. This final candle, also known as the “Angel’s Candle,” signifies 
peace. It reminds us of the angels' message: “Peace on Earth, Good Will Toward Men”.  

The white candle in the middle is lit on Christmas Eve and is called the “Christ Candle” and 
represents the life of Christ. 
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Deacon Spotlight: Cory Foote 

A self proclaimed city boy, Cory would be the first to 
tell you that it took a pandemic to move him to an 
island in the San Juans. But, in actuality, it took the 
hand of God and a beautiful wife!  

Cory grew up in the city of Issaquah, and Jenny is a 
5th generation Orcas Islander, making it a miracle 
that these two love birds would find each other and 
wed over 12 years ago. They actually said their vows 
to one another in the company of many of you at the 
homestead of Mike and Linda Griffith back in 2010. 
Fast forward five children later and a global 
pandemic; you can find them living a three minute 
walk from the start of their wedded bliss.  

Cory received the gift of faith and the good news of 
Jesus back in the summer of ’92 at a summer camp. 
He says, “I attribute much of my faith to the older 
men in my life who poured into me the faith given to 
them; my heroes of the faith are actual tangible guys 
that I saw live it out and I could call up and talk to 
even today.” For that reason Cory finds being 
involved and connected to the local Church is such a 
huge part of his life as a follower of Jesus. 

Since taking on the role of deacon, Cory has learned the high value that prayer holds at OICC. 
One of the great joys for him was to learn that meetings at OICC can be summed up with one 
word: prayer. “As Jenny and I connect with more people here on Orcas, it is our desire to be a 
people who cultivate friendship through prayer and a willingness to serve regardless of the cost. 
Thank you for inviting us to take part in this wonderful community we get to call home.”     

 

Ministry Moment: Thanksgiving with the OICC Family 

Tables were set with the most beautiful decorations. 
Others were laden with turkey, stuffing, potatoes and 
gravy, and a host of vegetables. And a separate table 
just for the pies! 

Song sheets, printed prayers, and a missions update 
called “God at Work in Our World” were at each setting. 
Folks visited each other with stories, laughter, and warm 
hugs. What a wonderful way to share a Thanksgiving 
with our OICC family and friends! 

There were many volunteers that helped with serving 
and clean-up, but a special thanks goes to Faith Heath 
and Vicky Tweddell for the planning and decor for this 
wonderful Thanksgiving Day feast. 

3

THE CONNECTION DECEMBER 2022



November Prayer Requests… 

Week of 11/27
David and Karen Ecklund 
• Please pray for their healing and recovery from sickness. 
Steve Schiller 
• Please pray for islander Steve Schiller, who was just 

unexpectedly diagnosed with pancreatic cancer that has 
spread to the liver. A surgery and chemo have already 
been performed as the cancer is in advanced stages. 
Pray for Jennie Horton and their two kids Katarina and 
Karl. The oncologist’s goal is to try to get Steve through 
Christmas with his beloved family. The at-home-care is 
complicated by the fact that they live in a yurt with 
limited space and privacy. Steve wanted to meet with 
Pastor Staub and Dick visited him at UW hospital on 
Saturday. Steve is at peace with God but is very 
concerned about his family. The Schiller and Staub 
families have been closely intertwined since 2007. 

Chris 
• Thanks God for the good news that her twin sister does 

not have leukemia, please pray for her sister’s husband 
Rick who has kidney cancer. 

Jenny Nichols 
• She asks for prayer for a friend, Michael Green, on 

Waldron, who had a heart attack last week. Please lift 
him up in prayer for healing and prayer for potential 
moving off island. Most importantly prayers that he will 
remember that God is with him. 

Peggy Beebe  
• Please pray for their travels to Mexico and for rest while 

she and George are on vacation. 
Virginia Carrick 
• Shares a word of gratitude for our prayers as she 

continues to recover from knee surgery, recovery is 
going well, but continued prayers are appreciated. 

Bev Ohlman 
• Shares a word to the church that she is doing great and 

sends her greetings. 
Jimmy Stringer 
• Shares a word of gratitude after delivering 106 boxes to 

Operation Christmas Child. 

Week of 11/20
Joanne Smith 
• Joanne Smith has gone to be with the Lord as she 

passed peacefully by her husband Jerry’s side.  Please 
pray for Jerry and all those who knew and loved Joanne 
and will certainly miss her warm radiance and kind 
heart. 

Faith Heath 
• Please continue to pray for John who is having a 

persistent cough and asks for our healing prayers. 
Debbie Hurne 
• Praises God for having over 100 boxes to be sent out to 

those children in need around the world who will be 
receiving them. Continuing to pray for your boxes and 
their safe delivery.  

Joanna Reynolds 
• Shares thanks to the church for praying for her Aunt, 

whose surgery went well and she still has to do 
radiation but is thankful and praises God for his work in 
healing and helping her, she asks us for our continued 
prayers. 

Linda Harlow 
• Shares a word of gratitude for her and Harlow’s 44th 

“meet-a-versary”  at the Community Church and for 
their safety in travels.  

Catherine Smith 
• Please pray for Haiti, especially for the Ebenezer 

orphanage as they share gratitude in the little things 
and continue to trust God for healing and the basic 
needs for their children and staff. 

Week of 11/13

Ryan Schneider 
• Please pray for his healing and recovery from 

meningitis. 
Mark and Kathy Collier 
• Please pray for Mark’s parents as they transition from 

their place of living and prayer for Mark and Kathy as 
they walk through this next chapter with them. 

Faith Heath 
• Please pray for Faith’s father who is sick, and in need of 

long term plan for care. 
John and Linda Liebiez 
• Please pray for their son-in-law’s treatment plan and for 

healing from cancer. 

Week of 11/6
Faith Heath 
• Faith Heath asks for our prayer as her father and his 

caregiver who have come down with Covid.  Thankfully 
their symptoms are mild, but the other caregiver also 
tested positive and her foreign travel plans may now be 
affected. Please pray that all recover quickly and that 
they would have grace rather than blame for one 
another. Please also pray for Faith’s youngest brother 
Jim who is caring for them all. Pray he stays strong and 
well. 

On-Going Prayer:
Steve Schiller, Marsha Segault, Kathleen Tudor, Andy Troxel, Debbie Hurne, Rick Boucher’s sister Ginger. Mercy Haub. Karen Ecklund. 
Dick Evans, Beth Reigel’s brother, Rob. Jon Hane’s biological mother, Toni. Sherrie Schiff. Sherrie’s cousins, Andy and Jack. Dave 
Ecklund’s friend, Kip. Mike Voegtlin. Stephanie Moss’ brother, Johnny, and Aunt Donna. Marsha Segault’s friend, Karen. Sarah Hane’s 
grandmother, Betty. Bill Tudor’s daughter, Laura. 

Loss:
Please pray for the family and friends of: Joanne Smith, Skyler Gregg, Sandy Hadlock, Michael Lewis, Evelyn Jensen, Michael Harlow’s 
biological mother Kara, Matt McKinley, Barbara Otis, Ben Spaulding, Ted Driggers, Doris Gibson, LaDonna, Larry DePaulis, Chris Barham, 
Brian Vedder, Tori Griffith’s mother, Brian Wright’s father, Regina Benepe, Virginia Carrick’s sister, Dorothy Boucher, Adrian Mingo, Sue 
Lewis, Patti Basart, Cal McLachlan, Kat’s uncle Joe, Rusty Carpenter, Wink Tyree, Carolyn Bledsoe, Maarta Sanders, Colin “Tweed” 
Tweddell, Peggy Beebe’s brother-in-law Rich, Shelley Curtis’ dad Glen, Annie Miner’s son and brother, Jim Ohlman, Diane James, Jen 
Macy’s brother, Phil Boucher. 
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“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayers and petition, with thanksgiving, present 
your request to God.” - Philippians  4:6,7 

To share a prayer request, please email us at prayer@orcaschurch.org 

mailto:prayer@orcaschurch.org


OPPORTUNITIES 
Buildings & Grounds - Looking for a lead landscape advisor and volunteers to help with mowing. 
Worship Audio & Video - Looking for lead team members and musicians. 
Counseling - If you or someone you know would like to talk, please contact ryan@orcaschurch.org 
Communion - If you would like a home visit to receive communion, contact ryan@orcaschurch.org 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service - December 24 @ 6pm  
Christmas Day Worship Service- Sunday, December 25 @ 10:00am 
  
ONGOING Events 
Monday Night Live! @ 5:30-7pm for Middle School Students 
Wednesday Night Live! @ 7-8:30pm for High School Students 
Thursday Morning Men’s Study @ 6:30am in the Family Center: 1st & 2nd Corinthians 
Thursday Kids’ Club @ 5:00pm in the Family Center for Grades 1-5 
Saturday Men’s Bible Study @ 8:00am in the Family Center: 1st and 2nd Thessalonians 
Sunday: Nursery @ 9:45am, Pre-k and Grades 1-5 @ 10am 
Sunday: aRise @ 11:30am-12:30pm for Middle and High School Students 

CONNECT WITH THE CHURCH 

Deacons 
Peggy Beebe - Chair - pbeebe68@gmail.com 
Don Mills - Vice Chair -  dpasdedeux@gmail.com  
Nathan Carter- Secretary - ncarter10@my.whitworth.edu 
Ethna Flanagan -  ethnaflanagan@gmail.com  
Susan Clark - stclark@rockisland.com 
Cory Foote - coryafoote@gmail.com 

Dawn Light - orcasdawn@icloud.com 
Mary Beth Macksey - marymacksey@hotmail.com 
Kathleen Mills - kpasdedeux@gmail.com 
Ryan Carpenter - ryan@orcaschurch.org 
Faith Heath - faithnjohn@gmail.com 
John Heath - fsjheath@gmail.com 

Staff 
Senior Pastor: Brian Moss  
(brian@orcaschurch.org) 
Associate Pastor of Care & Admin: Ryan Carpenter 
(ryan@orcaschurch.org) 
Director of Youth Ministries: Jon Hane 
(jon@orcaschurch.org) 

Children's Ministry: Stephanie Moss 
(stephanie@orcaschurch.org)  
Administrative Assistant: Carol Kulminski 
(carol@orcaschurch.org) 
Facilities & Custodial: Bogdan Kulminski 
Custodial: Jimmy Stringer 
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Phone: 360.376.6422 
Email: oicc@orcaschurch.org 

Office Open Tuesday-Friday, 10:00am - 
2:00pm
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