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Statement of purpose 

1. To build excitement in the trailman at seeing his own vehicle rolling down the track. 

 

2. It's intended to be a project to promote an adult and trailman working together toward a 

common enjoyable goal. The idea is for the adult to instruct, demonstrate, and help the 

trailman build his own car, but not for the adult to build the car for the trailman. The trailman 

must feel it is his own vehicle and not his father/mother’s or another adult’s. 

 

3. In all activities, let's remember to put into action the golden rule from Matthew 7:12. “So in 

everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and 

the Prophets.” 

 

General rules 

1. All car kits must be purchased from a local Trail Life troop: WA-71, ID-412 or your own troop. 

This way there won't be any advantage/disadvantages in different kits.  

Contact Stephan Fritsch WA-7 to obtain a kit (sfritschad@gmail.com). 

 

2. Cars must be built within three months before the competition. 

 

3. Contestants must be present in order to compete.  

 

4. If applicable, the first, second, third, and fourth place winners in each category will advance 

to the next level of competition.  

 

5. All cars must be registered and checked in a minimum of 1 hour before competition start 

time.  

 

6. Any car found to be in violation of the rules could be disqualified by race officials at any 

stage of the competition.  

 

7. Once the car is registered for competition, only race officials may handle the car. 

 

8. The same car may be entered in the “race” and “show” categories as long as it meets each 

category’s rules.  
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Race car construction 

1. Six different divisions: Fox, Hawks, M. Lions, Nav., Adv., Adult Leader, for the 2020 season.  

2. Specifications:  Length (max) 7 ½ inches, Width (max) 2 ¾ inches, Height (max) 3 

inches, Weight (max) 5 ounces.  

3. The car is to be constructed out of the original block of wood. Only paint, decals and weights 

may be added. Special exception: “Lego men” are allowed on younger trailmen’s cars, but 

must be well secured to the car.  

4. Axles must remain at their original width. Spacing from front to back may be altered. 

5. The race car wheels’ original shape cannot be altered in anyway except light sanding to 

remove rough spots. All 4 wheels must be on the car.  

6. No part of the car can extend past the starting point. 

7. No bearings, bushings or washers allowed. 

8. Lubricants are restricted to dry powder graphite only! No oils or sprays. No lubricating of 

wheels once the competition has started. 

9. All trailmen will race in their age appropriate categories. 

 

Show car construction 

1. Six different divisions: Fox, Hawks, M.Lions, Nav., Adv., Adult/Leader,  for the 2020 season.   

2. Cars must be made from the original block of wood. Additional wood, paint and decals may 

be added. 

3. No model parts of any kind (i.e. no plastic, metal, or wood) special exception; model 

wheels may be used. 

4. No glass of any kind (i.e. Buttons, beads, colored glass, windows, etc.) 

5. Specifications:  Length (max) 10 inches, Width (max) 5 inches, Height (no limit), Weight. 

(no weight restrictions for show only cars) 

6. Small amounts of string or wire may be used to make spark plug wires, hinges, etc. as long 

as they are handcrafted. 

7. Leather/vinyl may be used to construct convertible tops or truck tonneau covers as long as 

they are handcrafted. 

8. “Lego men” are allowed on younger trailmen’s cars, but must be well secured to the car.  

9. A show car may be entered in the race category as long as it meets racecar construction 

guidelines.  Specifications:  Length (max) 7 ½ inches, Width (max) 2 ¾ inches, Height 

(max) 3 inches, Weight (max) 5 ounces.  
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Race track rule 

1. No racing prior to competition. Trailmen are allowed to “test” their race cars on a track to 

help them “fine tune” their cars. Test or practice races between trainmen prior to competition 

is prohibited! A trailmen may test “race” his own current race car with their own cars from 

previous years.  

 

2. No pre-race test runs on the track within 2 hours of the start of competition. 

 

3. If a weight or part of the car falls off during the race, it cannot be replaced (including Lego 

men). 

 

4. If any vehicle leaves the track during a race, it is considered a “no race” and the same 

vehicles must be raced again. If the same vehicle leaves the track a second time or causes 

another vehicle to leave the track, it may be automatically disqualified. If a vehicle is 

damaged or broken from leaving the track, the contestant will have 10 minutes to make 

repairs. 

 

5. Vehicles shall be propelled by gravity only. No starting devices are allowed. 

 

6. Vehicles shall be ranked first, second, third, etc. by the order they cross the finish line. 

 

7. In the case of multiple race tracks being used at one location, race cars will be designated to 

one track only until the completion of that Division.  

 

8. “Open racing” will be allowed (at Host site’s discretion) only after completion of all races on 

race day only. If applicable, cars advancing to the next level, may not “open race.” Open 

racing is defined as any car from any division racing any other car. All trailmen from different 

divisions may race each other for fun. Open racing must be supervised by a TL leader, but 

doesn’t have to be organized. In other words, Trailmen can race each other across divisions, 

but need an adult leader placing the cars on the tracks. 
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Judging show cars 

1. There will be a panel minimum of three judges. The judges panel will select eight cars that 

impress them. Judges will then perform all detailed judging independently of each other. 

When all judges have finished scoring the car, they will add up the score from all three 

judges to determine the winner. Ties will be broken by re-judging the tied vehicles, 

comparing them side-by-side. 

 

2. Judging will be based on the following criteria: A. Design (attractive design: Does it show 

attention to detail?) B. Workmanship (bodywork, smooth surfaces, symmetrical shaping). C. 

Paint job (high luster, no runs or drips, pinstriping, straight decals). 

 

Track construction rules 

In order to maintain uniformity for the future it is recommended that all race tracks be 

constructed according to the following specifications. It is encouraged for a troop to make their 

own track and not buy a pre-constructed track that has different dimensions.  

 

1. Height (at starting line in reference to finish line).      4 ft. to 4’ 5” ft 

2. Length (from starting line to finish line).                     40 ft. to 41 ft. 

3. Flat horizontal track before the finish line.                       15 ft. 

4. Four lanes minimum.  

5. Stopping device that will stop the cars without damaging them. 

6. And electronic finish line system capable of displaying the order of finish. 

7. For info. Or question on track construction contact: Stephan Fritsch, 

sfritschad@gmail.com 
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