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May 2021, Week 2 
 

Today’s Bible Story: Til I Hear It from You (The Wise and Foolish Builders) • Matthew 7:24-29 
Today’s Bottom Line: Practice hearing from God. 
Monthly Memory Verse: Training the body has some value. But being godly has value in every 
way. It promises help for the life you are now living and the life to come. 1 Timothy 4:8, NIrV 
Monthly Life App: Commitment—Making a plan and putting it into practice 
Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice. 

 
 

SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes) 

 
Today’s Bible Story: Til I Hear It from You (The Wise and Foolish Builders) • Matthew 7:24-29 
Today’s Bottom Line: Practice hearing from God. 
Monthly Memory Verse: Training the body has some value. But being godly has value in every 
way. It promises help for the life you are now living and the life to come. 1 Timothy 4:8, NIrV 
Monthly Life App: Commitment—Making a plan and putting it into practice 
Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice. 

 
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Thank God for giving us so many ways to hear 
from Him. Pray that your kids would learn all the ways they can hear from God and that they would 
have a better understanding of how they personally hear best from God. Ask God to give kids ideas for 
how they can listen to Him intently this week. 
 

1. Early Arriver 
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery 
 

What You Need: Offering container and common, everyday items 
 
What You Do:  

 Welcome kids to class. 

 Invite kids who brought an offering to place it in the container. 

 Show all of the items to the kids. 

 Once they have seen the items, instruct kids to turn around so they can’t see the items. 

 Make a noise with one of the items and challenge kids to guess which item made that sound.  
o Instruct kids to raise their hands when they think they know which item you’re using. Tell 

them that blurted-out answers don’t count. 
o Call on kids to answer until someone guesses correctly. 

 You can do this multiple times, making a different sound each time with the same item, until kids 
are able to guess what the item is. 

 Let the kid who guesses correctly make the next sound.  
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2. Opening Activity 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group 
 

What You Need: Towels, cups or cans, and masking tape 
 
What You Do: 

 Tape a start line and a finish line on the floor. 

 Split kids into teams of four or five. 

 Give each team a towel and the same amount of cups or cans each. 

 Tell kids they will have one minute, as a team, to build a structure on top of the towel with their 
cups. 

 Once the minute is up, their entire team has to pull the towel across the room and cross the 
finish line. 

 If any piece of their structure falls over, they have to go back to the start line, rebuild, and pull 
again. 

 The first team across the finish line, wins and encourages the other teams as they try to finish. 

 
What You Say: 
“That was really hard. The building part was pretty easy, but making sure it didn’t fall was tough. 
[Transition] Let’s head to Large Group to hear about two men who built houses, and we’ll see 
what happened to what they built.” 
 
 
Watch Bible Story. 
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GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes) 

 

1. Sand or Rock 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review] 
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery 

 
What You Need: Styrofoam bowls, toothpicks, sand, Play-Doh®, cups of water or spray bottles 
 
What You Do: 

 Give each kid two bowls. 

 Instruct them to fill one bowl about ¼ of the way with sand (or you could do this for them ahead 
of time). 

 Give each kid some Play-Doh and ask them to make a ball. 

 Ask kids to place the ball in their other bowl. 

 Next, they will place two toothpicks in the sand and two toothpicks in the dough so they stand 
up. They can choose to place these close together or far apart. 

 Explain that the toothpicks represent their house and the dough represents a rock. 

 Now they can pour their cups of water onto the sand and dough or spray them with spray 
bottles. 

 The toothpicks in the sand should fall down, and the toothpicks in the dough should stay 
standing. 

 Review the Bible story and how the wise man built his house on the rock.  
o We can be wise by listening to what Jesus says in the Bible.  
o The foolish man built his house on the sand.  
o We will be foolish if we don’t listen and do what Jesus says. 

 
What You Say: 
“That was pretty cool. It was fun to watch how the toothpicks washed away as the sand shifted in the 
water. Jesus made it clear in His story that anyone who hears His words AND puts them into practice 
will be ready to stand strong against the storms. What Jesus meant by ‘storms’ is all the tough stuff that 
happens in life: problems with friends, a hard time learning something at school, something hard 
happening at home . . . these are all things we can get through better by hearing and doing what God 
says. And listening to our Bible story is just one way we can [Bottom Line] practice hearing from 
God.” 
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*2. Secret Sentence 
[Live for God | Application Activity]  
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and 
reenactment 

 
What You Need: “Secret Sentence” Activity Page, pencils or pens 
 
What You Do: 

 Hand each kid a “Secret Sentence” Activity Page and pencil or pen. 

 Explain there are images on their paper with boxes underneath each image. 

 They have to discover the hidden message by writing the letter the image starts with in the box 
underneath it. (For example, penguin starts with “P,” so they would write “P” in the box under the 
penguin.) 

 You may need to help younger ones with this and make it fun by having them make the letter 
sound to help them discover what the letter is.  

 If they struggle, give them some more hints. (For example, it comes after “O” in the alphabet). 
Finally, give them the answer for that hidden letter if they still need help. 

 Once they discover the hidden message—Practice hearing from God—instruct them to turn their 
page over and draw a picture of a way they can practice hearing from God. 

 Be sure and remind them of some ways they can hear from God if they need help. 
o Reading the Bible 
o Doing a devotional with their family or by themselves 
o Praying 
o Listening to their Small Group Leader, pastor, or any other person who follows Jesus 

talk about Jesus 

 After kids finish drawing, let them share their drawings and tell the group what they drew. 
 
What You Say: 
“You guys did a great job of discovering our secret sentence. Let’s all say it together. [Bottom line] 
Practice hearing from God. That’s right! And you did a great job of drawing one way you can practice 
hearing from God.” 
 
[Make it Personal] (Share a time you heard from God through the Bible, a devotional, or another 
person teaching you. This could be as simple as the first time you truly heard about God’s love. 
Keep this practical so kids understand that they can hear from God, too.)
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3. Memory Verse Building 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body 

 
What You Need: “Memory Verse Building” Activity Page, Bibles, blocks, (optional) toy grabbers and 
buckets 
 
What You Do: 

 Tape or stick each word of the “Memory Verse Building” Activity Page to a block. Each team 
needs one set of eight word blocks. 

 Help kids look up and read the verse together as a group using the Navigation Tips from Week 
1. 

 Reread the second sentence, “But being Godly has value in every way.” 
o Talk about how being Godly has so much more value than anything we could train our 

body for (like we learned last week). 

 Split kids up into teams of four. 

 Place the blocks in a pile for each team on the other side of the room. 
o The first kid in line runs to their pile of blocks and grabs a block only using their elbows. 
o Once they return, the next kid goes. They continue until all of the blocks are collected. 

 Once the team has collected their blocks, they will stack them in order to make the Bible verse. 
(These will be numbered to help the younger ones put them in the correct order.) 

 Once all teams are finished, practice saying the memory verse together again. 

 Optional: If you are using the toy grabbers and buckets:  
o Each team should have one bucket on the other side of the room with all eight blocks 

inside. 
o Hand the toy grabber to the first kid in line for each team.  
o They will use the toy grabbers to pick up one block out of their team’s bucket and bring it 

back to their team then hand the toy grabber to the next kid in line. 
o Continue until all blocks are collected. 

 
What You Say: 
“Great job of building your memory verse! Practicing for something can be really hard sometimes. We 
have to do it over and over, and sometimes it feels like doing the same thing a bunch of times in a row. 
But when we [Bottom Line] practice hearing from God, we’ll get better and better at it, which will 
help make us more like Jesus!”  
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4. Pray and Dismiss 
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application 

 
What You Need: Items from “Early Arriver” 
 
What You Do:  

 Pull the items back out and lay them in front of you then hold them up one by one. 

 Make a sound with each item. 
o You can repeat the “Early Arriver” activity quickly if most of your group wasn’t there for 

that activity. 

 Explain that just like we have to listen carefully to know what item makes what sound, we have 
to listen carefully to hear from God. 

 Lead kids in prayer, asking that they will be able to listen carefully to hear from God. 

 
What You Say: 
“You guys are so good at listening. Sometimes, we have to listen really carefully when reading our 
Bible to hear God, but the more we practice hearing from Him, the easier it is. I am so proud of each of 
you. I can’t wait until next week to hear how you guys go throughout this week and [Bottom Line] 
practice hearing from God. 
 
“God, I thank You for every kid that is here today and for everyone who is normally here and couldn’t be 
here today. I pray that we all continue to practice hearing from You through your Word, the Bible, 
through other people who follow You, and even by praying to You like we are right now. We are so 
grateful that You love us enough to talk to us. Thank You for sending us Your Son, Jesus, and loving us 
so much. We love You. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.” 
 
 
As adults arrive to pick up, prompt kids to show off their “Secret Sentence” Activity Page and tell them 
what they drew on the back. 
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GETTING READY 
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week. 

 
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction (15 Minutes) 
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience 
today’s story.  
(Choose one or both of these activities.) 
 

1. Early Arriver 
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery 

What You Need: 

 Offering container 

 Common, everyday items such as comb, book, cup, etc. 
 

2. Opening Activity 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group 

What You Need: 

 Towels; one for each team 

 Cups or cans; 15-20 for each team 

 Masking tape 
 

GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes) 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through 
interactive activities and discussion questions.  
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.) 
* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2. 

 

1. Sand or Rock 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review] 
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery 

What You Need: 

 Styrofoam bowls; two for each kid 

 Toothpicks; four for each kid 

 Sand 

 Play-Doh® 

 Cups of water or spray bottles filled with water 
 

*2. Secret Sentence 
[Live for God | Application Activity]  
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and 
reenactment 

What You Need: 

 Print the “Secret Sentence” Activity Page; one for each kid 

 Pencils or pens; one for each kid 
 
3. Memory Verse Building 
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[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body 

What You Need: 

 Print the “Memory Verse Building” Activity Page on Avery label 5160 or similar or on cardstock; 
one set for every four kids 

 Large blocks, at least 16 (DUPLO®, Jenga® or anything similar) 
o Attach or tape each part of the verse to a block. 

 Bibles 

 (Optional) Toy grabbers and buckets; one for every four kids 
 

4. Pray and Dismiss 
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application 

What You Need: 

 Items from “Early Arriver” 
 

 
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience 

 Print on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime devotionals and Parent Cue cards.  

 Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv and the Parent Cue app.  
 


