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May 2021, Week 5 
 

Today’s Bible Story: Gotta Live (Widow’s Mite) • Mark 12:41-44 
Today’s Bottom Line: Practice living for God. 
Today’s Key Question: How can you live for God? 
Monthly Memory Verse: Training the body has some value. But being godly has value in every 
way. It promises help for the life you are now living and the life to come. 1 Timothy 4:8, NIrV 
Monthly Life App: Commitment—Making a plan and putting it into practice  
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what. 

 

 

SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes) 

 
Today’s Bible Story: Gotta Live (Widow’s Mite) • Mark 12:41-44 
Today’s Bottom Line: Practice living for God. 
Today’s Key Question: How can you live for God? 
Monthly Memory Verse: Training the body has some value. But being godly has value in every 
way. It promises help for the life you are now living and the life to come. 1 Timothy 4:8 (NIrV) 
Monthly Life App: Commitment—Making a plan and putting it into practice  
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what. 

 
Before kids arrive, pray that you have a great time wrapping up the month with your kids today. Ask 
God to give you wisdom, knowledge, and patience as you help them understand what it looks like to 
practice living for God through this concept of giving. 
 
 

1. Just for Fun 
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery 
 

What You Need: Offering container, coins 
 
What You Do:  

 As kids arrive, invite them to place their offering in the provided container. 

 Give each kid a coin.  

 Instruct them to do the following steps in preparation for the Coin Catch Challenge. 
o Bend one arm at the elbow so that their forearm is horizontal to the floor and their hand 

is touching their shoulder.  
o With palm facing up, place the coin on top of their elbow so it is facing the ceiling. They 

are now ready for the challenge. 

 Tell kids to quickly snap their arm downward as they try to catch the coin before it hits the 
ground.  

 Encourage kids to keep practicing until they can catch the coin several times in a row. 

 Stack a second coin on top of the first once they can easily catch one coin then let them try 
again. As they succeed, keep giving them more coins to see how many they can catch. 

 Suggest other coin challenges as time allows. 
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o Coin Spin: How long can kids spin a coin on a flat surface such as an uncarpeted floor or 
table.  

o Coin Stack: How many coins can kids stack on their forehead while standing with head 
tilted back? 

o Coin Tower: How many coins can kids stack in one minute using only one hand? 
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2. Opening Activity 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body 
 

What You Need: Duct tape, container of coins or dried beans 
 
What You Do: 

 Wrap each kid’s thumb and fingers together in duct tape with the sticky side out.  

 Form two teams then stand or sit side by side. 

 Place a container of coins (or dried beans) at one end of each team’s line and an empty 
container at the other ends. 

 Signal the kids nearest the container of coins (or beans) to pick up and pass as many coins as 
possible to the person next to them.  

 Kids continue passing the coins down the line as quickly as they can.  

 The first team to transfer all the coins from one bowl to the other (or in a set amount of time) is 
the winner.  

 
What You Say: 
“Letting go of coins (or beans) with sticky fingers is a challenge. Sometimes, letting go of money isn’t 
easy even when our hands aren’t covered in duct tape. Whether we have a lot or a little, we can still 
struggle when it comes to letting go of our money or possessions. [Transition] Today, we’re going to 
find out what it looks like to let go of something when it’s the right thing to do but not 
necessarily the easy thing to do.” 
 
Watch Bible Story. 
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GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes) 

 

1. Take a Snapshot 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application 

 
What You Need: “Commitment Code” Activity Page, pens 
 
What You Do: 

 Watch the “Horton Hears a Who” video clip linked below if you have access to the internet.  

 Additionally, you read the following quote from the book by Dr. Seuss, giving the context of the 
story. 

o “I meant what I said, and I said what I meant and an elephant’s faithful one-hundred 
percent.” 

o https://bit.ly/3sDPNvJ 

 Give each of the kids a copy of “Commitment Code” Activity Page and a pen. 

 Challenge kids to write a code or motto that reflects something they should do if they want to live 
for God.  

 Their motto can be a short phrase, a sentence, or a rhyme similar to Horton’s. 

 Provide discussion and suggestions as needed to help kids think about focusing their words and 
actions in ways that communicate the over-arching idea of commitment by practicing living for 
God. 

https://bit.ly/3sDPNvJ
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2. Bible Story Extension 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]  
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and 
reenactment 

 
What You Need: Bibles, coin 
 
What You Do: 

 Sit in a circle. 

 Read aloud the brief narrative of today’s Bible story found in Mark 12:41-44. 

 Invite kids to take turns flipping a coin in the air. Based on how the coin lands, they can share 
what they rememer from today’s lesson. 

o Heads – Share a fact or detail from this story. 
o Tails – Share something we can apply to our life from this story. (Kids can share about 

what they have to give, like the widow gave her coins. How can they use what they have 
to show others who God is?) 

 After each kid has had a turn tossing the coin, ask: 
o How was the widow showing trust in God? 
o In what ways was the widow practicing living for God? How was it different from the 

others in the story? 

 Reiterate that living for God is about more than giving money. It’s about trying to include God in 
every part of your day. It’s about asking yourself before you make a choice, “Does this honor 
God, and does it show love to others?” 

 Look up and read Luke 10:27. 
o If you could sum up from this verse what it means to practice living for God, what would 

it be? 
o In what ways does this verse sum up what it looks like to practice living out your faith? 
o What questions should you ask yourself when trying to make a wise choice and live for 

God? 

 Repeat the coin toss, but this time ask kids to take turns sharing the following answers based on 
where the coin lands. 

o Heads – Share one way we can honor God.  
o Tails – Share one way we can show love to others.       

 As kids give answers, prompt them to go deeper than the typical or “easy” answers.  
o Challenge them to go a step further in their responses by adding a “SO THAT . . .” or 

“BECAUSE . . .” after their answer as well.  
o This will help them think beyond the surface answers that they know are correct but may 

not have taken to heart or know how to apply. 
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3. Discussion Questions 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]  
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their 
understanding 

 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 
Ask: 

 Finish the following sentences: 
o Living for God is easiest when . . . 
o Living for God is hardest when . . . 

 Is there a difference between KNOWING God and LIVING for God? Explain. 

 If someone said they wanted to live for God but didn’t know how, what would you tell them? 
What’s the first step you’d tell them to take? 



252 Kids    May 2021 • Week 5 
5K: Run the Race    Preteen 

 

©2021 The reThink Group, Inc. All rights reserved. • www.ThinkOrange.com 
If you change the content of this document, please add to the copyright: Adapted by (your name/organization name/date).  

7 

4. Verses to Take with You 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-
solving 

 
What You Need: Bibles, index cards, markers 
 
What You Do: 

 Form groups of 2-3 kids. 

 Make sure each group has a Bible or device with a Bible App. 

 Assign each group one of the verses below.  
o Exodus 20:15-16 
o Philippians 4:8 
o Micah 6:8 
o Mark 12:30 
o Ephesians 4:32  

 Allow a few minutes for groups to look up their verses and discuss what they say about how 
God wants us to live. Each verse is fairly straight-forward, but let kids ask any questions they 
may have about the meaning. 

 Set out markers and give each group several index cards. 

 Ask teams to look over their verses for key words that could be turned into a simple drawing or 
a symbol, such as a heart for the word “LOVE.”  

 Ask kids to write the word on one side of the card then turn it over and draw a simple picture 
that illustrates their word.  

 Each kid on each team should have at least one word card but can do as many as they come 
up with.  

 When finished, invite teams to share their cards as the others guess what word the picture 
illustrates. 

 After their words have been guessed correctly, let the team read their verse before moving on to 
the next group. 

 Prompt discussion by asking kids to think through actual situations and practical ways they can 
live for God as they live out that verse. 

 Save the index cards containing the kid’s illustrations for use in “Make it Personal with Prayer.” 
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5. Make it Personal with Prayer 
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application 

 
What You Need: Index cards from “Verses to Take with You” 
 
What You Do:  

 Set out the index card illustrations kids made in “Verses to Take with You.” 

 Invite kids to identify one or two words from the cards that makes them think of an area they 
struggle with when it comes to living for God.  

o For example, if one of the cards is a heart, they might be reminded that they need to do 
a better job of asking God to help them show kindness to someone that’s not easy to get 
along with. 

o Or if one of them is a big “number 1,” they might ask God to help them offer forgiveness 
when a friend does something wrong.  

 Encourage kids to spend time in prayer asking God to help them practice living for God by 
honoring Him with the choices they make and showing His love to others.  

 Remind them that COMMITMENT is making a plan and putting it into practice.  
o That means they need to not only ask God’s help but determine HOW they will follow 

through with the challenge they’ve been given today to practice living for God. 
o And when they do that, they’ll have the privilege of showing others who God is. 

 Close in prayer. 
 
What You Say: 
“Dear God, we know You gave us Your Word to help us learn how to follow You. Help us commit to 
putting into practice what we’ve discovered today about how to live for You. Remind us this week to 
make choices that honor You. We need Your help to stay focused on You and on Your ways as we run 
the race of life. Remind us also that we can show Your love to the world in the way we act, talk, trust 
You no matter what. In Jesus name, amen.” 
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GETTING READY 
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week. 

 
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction (15 Minutes) 
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience 
today’s story.  
(Choose one or both of these activities.) 
 

1. Just for Fun 
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery 

What You Need: 

 Offering container 

 Coins; five to 25 for each kid  
o See activity details for options that may require more coins. 

 

2. Opening Activity 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body 

What You Need: 

 Roll of duct tape 

 Bowls or baskets; four  

 Pennies, coins, or beans; 100  
 

GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes) 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through 
interactive activities and discussion questions.  
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.) 

 

1. Take a Snapshot 
[Live for God | Application Activity]  
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application 

What You Need: 

 Print the “Commitment Code” Activity Page; one for every kid 

 Pens 

 
2. Bible Story Extension 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and 
reenactment 

What You Need: 

 Bibles 

 Coin 

 
3. Discussion Questions 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review] 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their 
understanding 

What You Need:  
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 No supplies needed 
 

4. Verses to Take with You 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-
solving 

What You Need: 

 Bibles 

 Index cards 

 Markers 
 

5. Make it Personal with Prayer 
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application 

What You Need: 

 Index cards with illustrations kids made in “Verses to Take with You.”  

 
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience 

 Print on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime devotionals and Parent Cue cards.  

 Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv and the Parent Cue app.  
 


