
November 14, 2018 
 
Dear Timberview Family, 
I have a recent health update I thought I would wait until after this upcoming baptism 
Sunday to share. But Leslie and I sense the Lord telling us we would not be living in 
reliance on him and modeling reliance upon each other very well if we stayed that course.  

On Monday my oncologist informed Leslie and me that the sarcoma in my arm that was 
radiated and excised last spring and summer has not only come back in my arm but also 
metastasized pervasively to my abdomen. Once sarcoma metastasizes, there is no known 
medical way to stop it from progressing or even put it into remission. Likewise, alternative 
medicines do tell of amazing success stories, but rarely if ever with sarcoma in particular. 
Leslie and I will be getting a second opinion from Seattle Cancer Care Alliance, and we’re 
exploring various alternative medicine possibilities.  

So barring God performing a miracle in my body, it appears I will be graduating to heaven 
sooner rather than later. But given that I would naturally like more time with Leslie, my 
children, you and all my friends, I am turning to you to pray for a miracle. We will be 
holding an open-house vigil at Timberview from 7:00-8:30 p.m. this Friday, November 16, 
2018. Please feel free to drop in and lay hands on Leslie and me, say a prayer for us, and 
then stay or depart as your evening allows. If you are able to pray and fast a meal or two or 
for a set period beforehand, we would be grateful for that as well. There won’t be any 
special programming; simply your prayers as you come and go and linger at will. Also, 
beyond the Friday prayer vigil, we are grateful for your on-going cycles of prayer and 
fasting on our behalf.  

As you process this news this week, Leslie and I humbly ask that you not flood us with 
questions, stories, or advice by way of calls, texts, emails or meetings. Likewise, if you are 
able to come to the open-house prayer vigil this Friday evening, please simply pray for us. 
To be honest, we already have our hands, minds and hearts very full as we talk with the 
medical community, family and our closest friends, the Timberview staff and Board, and 
conference and denominational leaders. As much as we’d like to interact with all of you on 
a deeper basis, there are just two of us and hundreds of you.  As I did last spring and 
summer, I will soon start making more regular posts on CaringBridge, and you may freely 
interact with us in that venue!  

To access CaringBridge at caringbridge.org, you first register your name and email with 
this non-profit service. Then you can use this following info to go to my specific site: Site 
Link: www.caringbridge.org/visit/michaelhockett; Site Name: michaelhockett. 

We will still be joyfully celebrating baptisms this Sunday! We’ll begin the service with those 
and remember in this powerful sacrament that Jesus came to overcome the curse and 
mortality and raise us to new, whole, eternal life. And then later as we close the whole 
service in worship, I will briefly share this news publicly and give our congregation a 
chance to pray for Leslie and me in the final worship song. But if you are able to come to the 
open-house prayer vigil this Friday, we will be grateful for this rapid movement towards 
God that we’re led to do in James 5:14-15: 

http://links.t.caringbridge.org/ctt?kn=9&ms=MTU3NTUwNjIS1&r=LTQ0OTUzMTE3NzYS1&b=0&j=MTI0MDM5MDE4NwS2&mt=1&rt=0


14 Are any of you sick? You should call for the elders of the church to come and pray over 

you, anointing you with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 Such a prayer offered in faith will 

heal the sick, and the Lord will make you well. 

In this context as your pastor, you are my elders. So I thank you in advance for your prayers! 
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