
 

  

Chapter Nine 

 

 

Discussion  

The God Who Rules and Reveals 

2. CONTEXT 

 

Daniel reads 

Jeremiah’s Prophecy 

(Dan. 9:1-2) 

Jeremiah’s writings 

speak explicitly of the 

end of Babylon after 

seventy years and the 

return of Jews to their 

homeland (see Jer. 

25:11-12 and 29:12-

14). This return 

happened in the first 

year of King Cyrus (Ezra 

1:1).  

 

Fasting, Sackcloth and 

Ashes (Dan. 9:3) 

Going without food, 

wearing sackcloth, and 

putting ashes on the 

head conveyed 

humility and a sense of 

corporate guilt before 

God. It also indicates 

that Daniel was 

engaged in this type of 

prayer for at least 

several days (see Dan. 

10:3). 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Daniel has been given insight into God’s plans for the future since he was a young 

man. Now he is nearing the end of his life and career. As he experiences the end of 

Babylon and transitions to service in the new Persian empire, Daniel reads a scroll 

from Jeremiah which promises the end of exile after seventy years (Jer. 25:12). The 

time that has passed since Daniel’s initial captivity could have caused Daniel some 

concern that perhaps the return to Jerusalem would not happen. This motivates 

Daniel to seek the LORD in prayer. Chapter 9 records the words of Daniel’s prayer of 

confession for his own sin and the sin of his people.  

In this prayer, Daniel acknowledges the sins of his people which led to exile in the 

first place, but he also appeals to God’s character, trusting that the LORD will hear 

and answer. At the end of this chapter, the LORD sends his angelic messenger to 

confirm that God has heard Daniel’s prayer and to comfort Daniel in his time of 

concern. 
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3. DISCUSSION 
Daniel’s Confession of Corporate Sin 
Read Daniel 9:3-19. 
 
Looking at these verses, what does Daniel’s prayer reveal about how 
Daniel views his sin and the sin of Israel as a nation ? 
 
 
What specific sins does Daniel name in this passage? 
 
 
What aspects of God’s character does Daniel appeal to in his prayer 
(see Exodus 34:6-7)? 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Daniel did not fight when the Babylonians captured him or object to serving a pagan king. He didn’t even resist his 

name change (though it wasl slight against the LORD). His confidence was in God. He trusted that God had placed him 

in Babylon for a purpose, though he likely did not know that purpose. Yet, Daniel did object to certain things that 

would have caused him to blend in with the culture of Babylon. He did not give in when the culture enticed him with 

comfort and ease. 
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4. CONTEXT 

 
Corporate Sin 

 
This is the concept that 

the sin of a whole 
group of people makes 
every individual in that 

group guilty. It 
influences Daniel’s 
prayer and should 

teach us about how 
God views corporate 

sin (Deut. 28-30; 2 
Chron. 7:11-14). The 
individual may not be 

actively engaged in the 
act itself. But if he/she 

is indifferent to 
idolatry, immorality, or 
injustice, then he/she 
is considered guilty. 

This also explains why 
the sin of Adam and 

Eve makes all humanity 
guilty and accountable 
before God (Romans 

5).1   

 
Seventy Weeks 

 

Daniel 9:24-27 is one of 
the most difficult and 
debated passages in 
the Bible. Our study 

does not provide 
enough time or space 

to discuss this in depth. 
Yet, it is clear from this 
passage and previous 

passages of Daniel that 
many “desolators” will 
arise until the final one, 

whom the LORD will 
destroy and thereafter 
establish his kingdom 

forever.2 

5. DISCUSSION 
God’s Answer 

Read Daniel 9:20-27. 

What does Gabriel’s response in verses 20-23 reveal about how the 

LORD views Daniel’s prayer for mercy? 

 

Read James 5:13-16.  

How can we know that God hears our prayers and why is confession 

of sin an essential part of prayer? 

 

6. APPLICATION 

Daniel’s prayer begins with his realization that his people may soon 

be returning to their land according to God’s promise (Jer. 25:12). 

According to Ezra 1:1, this did happen when Cyrus the king of Persia 

allowed the Jews to return to Palestine and rebuild the Temple. Later, 

Nehemiah would lead an extended effort to rebuild Jerusalem. Daniel 

knows that Israel has rebelled against God by trusting in other nations 

and their gods, but he also knows that God promised to forgive and 

restore his people if they turn from their sin and trust in him alone 

(see Duet. 30:1-10). 1 John 1:9-2:2 reminds us that God promises 

forgiveness to all peoples who trust in Christ’s sacrifice for sin. We can 

only speculate as to when Christ will return to destroy the “desolator” 

and establish God’s forever kingdom (Dan. 9:27). But the promise of 

God to Daniel through his messenger Gabriel is that this will come to 

pass in God’s time (9:24-27). Until then, God’s people must persevere 

in faith, knowing that God’s timing is best (2 Peter 3:8-13).  

1. See also Joshua 7, Ezra 9, Nehemiah 9. 
2. For more study on Daniel 9:24-27, see Jim Hamilton, “Seventy Weeks and Seventy Weeks of Years” in 
With the Clouds of Heaven (Downers Grove: IVP 2014). 

Connecting the Psalms 
Psalm 32 expresses the importance of confession of sin, but it also 
teaches how to pray a prayer of confession. Psalm 130 carries the 
theme of waiting for the LORD to bring about total redemption. 


