
 

  

Chapter Seven 

 Discussion  

The God Who Rules and Reveals 

2. CONTEXT 

The Nature of 

Biblical Prophecy 

Daniel 7 introduces us to 

what has been called 

apocalyptic prophecy. 

This type of prophecy 

uses symbols to 

communicate what will 

take place at the end of 

the world as we know it. 

Like most prophecy in the 

Bible, some things 

described in this chapter 

have already happened, 

while other things still 

await their final 

fulfillment.  

Daniel’s vision in chapter 

7 appears to be a parallel 

to Nebuchadnezzar’s 

vision in chapter 2. There 

are at least two reasons 

why the LORD would 

reveal the same basic 

events in multiple ways. 

First, chapter 7 provides 

details that chapter 2 did 

not. Second, the repeat 

helps to emphasize the 

certainty of the future 

events described, which, 

while frightening at first, 

are intended to bring 

comfort to God’s faithful 

people.1 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 
While Daniel’s God-given interpretive skills were used to give warning to the rulers 

of his day, he was also given visions and dreams of his own that were meant to 

comfort the people of God while in exile. Chapters 1-6 carried us on a journey of 

Daniel’s life from the time he was a teenager captured by Babylon (605 BC) to his 

early 80’s as a high ranking official in the Medo-Persian empire (539 BC). Now, 

chapters 7-12 observe the foretelling of the end of the world as we know it. Daniel 7 

is probably the most significant chapter in the book because it is alluded to in the 

New Testament more than any other section in the book. 

Daniel 1-6 has prepared us for the reality of persecution, and chapter 7 continues 

that theme. Yet, this chapter begins to shine light on the confidence that God’s 

people have in a God who secures their future. Chapter 7 echoes chapter 2 in its 

description of kingdoms that will rise and fall before God’s eternal kingdom is 

established. Though God’s enemies will ruthlessly pursue God’s people, they are no 

match for God’s power. The destruction of evil kingdoms and the salvation of God’s 

faithful are certain because the LORD’s King will rule forever! 
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3. DISCUSSION 
 
Read Daniel 7:1-14. The Vison 
 
Based on the way God has revealed himself thus far in the story of 
Daniel, is it surprising that Daniel would have such a strange and 
terrifying vision? 
 
 
How does the text characterize the “Ancient of Days” (vv9-10)? 
 
 
How does the text charactize “one like a son of man” (vv13-14)? 

1. Stephen R. Miller, Daniel NAC (Nashville: B&H, 1994), 218. 



 

Daniel did not fight when the Babylonians captured him or object to serving a pagan king. He didn’t even resist his 

name change (though it wasl slight against the LORD). His confidence was in God. He trusted that God had placed him 

in Babylon for a purpose, though he likely did not know that purpose. Yet, Daniel did object to certain things that 

would have caused him to blend in with the culture of Babylon. He did not give in when the culture enticed him with 

comfort and ease. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tech Times   Issue 00   Month Year 

Chapter Seven 

Discussion  

4. CONTEXT 

The Four Beasts 
 

Most traditional scholars 
believe that the beasts 
symbolize the historical 
kingdoms of Babylon, 
Medo-Persia, Greece, 
and Rome.2 The lion 
having its wings plucked 
and being made like a 
man seems to parallel 
Nebuchadnezzar’s 
humiliation and 
restoration in chapter 4. 
The two distinct sides of 
the bear seem to 
correspond to the Medes 
and Persians, and the 
speed of a leopard fits 
with how quickly 
Alexander the Great 
came to world 
domination. The 
description of the fourth 
kingdom as the strongest 
and most vicious bears 
similarity to historical 
Rome.  
 
The major distinction of 
the fourth kindom seems 
to be that it will “make 
war with the saints” and 
“wear out the saints” 
(7:21, 25). This 
description fits that of 
ancient Rome but also 
many world powers 
since. So, the immediate 
identification of the 
fourth kingdom might be 
historical Rome but its 
interpretation must 
extend to one or more 
future oppressors until 

the end of the world.3 

Remembering this proves 
helpful in interpreting 
other portions of Daniel 
(i.e.  chs. 2 and 11).  

 
 

5. DISCUSSION 
 
Read Daniel 7:15-28. The Meaning  

According to verses 13-14, who will be given the kingdom and how 

long will they reign? According to verse 18, who will receive the 

kingdom and how long will they reign?  

 

According to verses 21-22, what must happen before this forever 

kingdom is established? What gives us confidence that this will 

actually happen (see 2 Timothy 2:8-13)? 

 

Read Matthew 26:63-65 and Mark 14:61-64. 

Now compare Jesus’ words with the description in Daniel 7:13-14. 

What is Jesus saying about himself? 

 

 6. APPLICATION 

Some of the details of this passage are unclear, but we want to focus 

on what is clear. Satan, as the enemy of our souls, seeks to destroy us. 

Yet, his power is limited because our God rules over him and has 

revealed his ultimate destruction (Rev. 12:10-12). As “the saints of the 

Most High,” we are called to remain faithful to the God who rules and 

reveals the future. Revelation 5:8-10 says of Jesus: “by your blood you 

ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people 

and nation, and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our 

God.” So what is the kingdom that is given to the Son of Man in Daniel 

7? It is all who trust in Jesus Christ! Jesus died and rose again to 

secure this future for all who are his. If you belong to Jesus, you don’t 

have to fear the future because you will serve him and even reign 

with him in his forever kingdom! 

 

2. Chapter 8 helps to support this view as it explicitly identifies Persia and Greece with similar images. 
3. See Paul R. House, Daniel TOTC (Downers Grove: IVP, 2018), 134. 

Connecting the Psalms 
Psalm 2 gives a poetic description of the events described in Daniel 7. 
It also urges all people to trust in the LORD’s coming King who will 
reign forever. 


