
 

  

Chapter Six 

 Discussion  

The God Who Rules and Reveals 

2. CONTEXT 

Who was Darius 

the Mede? 

1. Darius the Mede could 

be another title for the 

great Persian King Cyrus. 

It was not uncommon for 

ancient world rulers to 

have multiple titles in 

order to appease all 

people groups in their 

kingdoms. Cyrus was 

ruler of the Medes and 

Persians, so it makes 

sense that he would have 

two respective titles. 

Thus, Dan. 6:28 could be 

translated “So this Daniel 

prospered during the 

reign of Darius even the 

reign of Cyrus the 

Persian.”1 

2. This could have been a 

title for Gubaru, Cyrus’ 

second in command who 

supposedly led the 

invasion of Babylon, 

executed Belshazzar, and 

was left to rule as 

governor of Babylon.2  

We cannot be 100% sure 

of the answer. Yet, we 

want to maintain trust in 

the reliability of Daniel’s 

account and the Bible as 

a whole.  

1. INTRODUCTION 
Daniel chapter 5 recounted the final day of the Babylonian empire. God had foretold 

of this day nearly 150 years before (Isa. 45:1-7; 46; 47:1-11). And the first part of 

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream was validated as the Medo-Persion empire invaded and 

overtook Babylon (Dan. 2:39). Because of Belshazzar’s pride, idolatry, and 

immorality, the great city of Babylon fell in one day just as the LORD had spoken 

(Isa. 47:8-11). The end of Babylon in Daniel 5 parallels the end of the world as we 

know it. Revelation 18 uses Babylon as a picture of the world’s systems, which set 

themselves against the LORD through their idolatry, immorality, and injustice (Rev. 

18:3). God’s people are warned not to take part in their wickedness (Rev. 18:4-5).  

Daniel has transitioned from being a high official in the kingdom of Babylon to one 

of the highest in the new Medo-Persian empire. He has been shown to have favor 

with God, and this has resulted in favor with his pagan rulers (Dan. 1:9; 6:3). Even 

when the kingdom is changing hands, God demonstrates that he is able to protect, 

preserve, and use those who trust in him completely. 
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3. DISCUSSION 
 
Read Daniel 6:1-9.  
The text says that Daniel was “distinguished…because an excellent 
spirit was in him” (6:3). Based on previous chapters, did Daniel have 
a right to take credit for his success (see 1:9, 17; 2:28-30; 4:8-9; 5:11-
12)? 
 
 
Not even Daniel’s co-workers could find any fault with Daniel, so why 
would they seek to accuse him? 
 
 
What does this teach us about living a godly life before God and man 
(see 1 Peter 3:13-17; 4:12-19)? 

1. Stephen R. Miller, Daniel NAC (Nashville: B&H, 1994), 177. 
2. Miller, 168; 177. 



 

Daniel did not fight when the Babylonians captured him or object to serving a pagan king. He didn’t even resist his 

name change (though it wasl slight against the LORD). His confidence was in God. He trusted that God had placed him 

in Babylon for a purpose, though he likely did not know that purpose. Yet, Daniel did object to certain things that 

would have caused him to blend in with the culture of Babylon. He did not give in when the culture enticed him with 

comfort and ease. 
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5. CONTEXT 

Lions as pets? 
There is some evidence 
that Assyrians and 
Babylonians kept lions 
in captivity for sport 
and for occasional 
hunting. It is not clear 
whether lions were 
ever used in 
executions, but is also 
not outside the realm 
of possibility.3 

 
The Persian rulers were 
known to capture and 
keep these big cats in 
cages. They were said 
to have used various 
brutal means of 
exectution, so it is 
possible that this was a 
common fait for other 
prisoners like Daniel.4 

 

Corporate 
Solidarity (Dan. 

6:24) 
It seems harsh that 
those who wrongly 
accused Daniel were 
thrown into the den 
with their families. Yet, 
in Near Eastern culture, 
when one person did 
wrong the whole family 
would be punished. 
This was not only to 
deter people from 
doing wrong but also 
eliminated any chance 
of their family 
retaliating. We see 
another biblical 
example with the story 
of Achan in Joshua 7. 

4. DISCUSSION 
 
Read Daniel 6:10-18. 

Verse 10 indicates that when faced with the possibility of 

persectution, Daniel did what he always did…he prayed to the LORD. 

What does this teach us about where Daniel placed his confidence? 

 

What does Darius’ declaration in verse 16 and his reaction in verse 

18 reveal about the impact of Daniel’s life on those around him? 

 

Read Daniel 6:19-28. 

Hebrews 11:33 alludes to Daniel’s testimony of being protected from 

the mouths of the lions. How does Daniel’s confidence in God’s 

salvation and the confidence of countless others boost your own 

confidence in the LORD to care for those who are persectuted? 

6. APPLICATION 

Psalm 37 says not to be afraid of evildoers but to trust in the LORD 
and he will act (37:1-5). There have been countless individuals 
throughout the history of God’s people who have been mistreated 
and even killed because of their faith. Daniel is one example among 
many who have been spared. This is not always the case (Heb. 11:36-
38). But just as in the fiery furnace, the promise of Daniel 6 is that 
God is with his people in the midst of hardship and persecution. And 
because Jesus has conquered our greatest enemies (sin and death), all 
who trust in him have a future and a reward that is secure and 
neverending (Heb. 10:32-39). 
 
 

3. Paul R. House, Daniel TOTC (Downders Grove: IVP, 2018), 120. 
4. Miller, 181. 

PRAYER:  LORD God, we pray for those around the world who are still 

being persecuted because they claim you as their LORD. We ask that 

you protect them and give them strength and courage to be faithful 

even in the face of death. We ask that you give us the grace to trust 

you should we find ourselves in the midst of persection. For Jesus’ 

sake, Amen! 

 


