
 

  

Chapter Five 

 Discussion  

The God Who Rules and Reveals 

 

2. CONTEXT 

Vessels from the 

Temple 

When Solomon erected 

the Temple centuries 

earlier, he furnished 

the temple with 

utensils made from the 

finest metals (2 Chron. 

4:19-22).  

Since Jewish worship 

revolved around 

material sacrifice, 

many of these vessels 

were set apart to hold 

things like grain, water, 

and even blood from 

animals.2  

Other vessels would 

have been used for 

ritual cleansing 

(symbolic washing or 

purification). The 

vessels of the temple 

were not for common 

use. They were set 

apart to be used for 

worship in the LORD’s 

house. They were 

sacred. 

1. INTRODUCTION 
As part of their punishment for worshipping false gods, the LORD sent his people, 

the Jews, into exile to serve a foreign power. In his providence, the LORD placed 

faithful servants among the king’s court (Daniel and his friends). The result was that 

God used these faithful men to reveal his power and character to King 

Nebuchadnezzar and his leaders.  

Daniel’s God has shown himself to be the “Most High God,” who rules over the 

kingdoms of the earth and reveals the mysteries of the future (2:47), delivers his 

servants from almost certain death (3:29), and humbles those who pretend to be 

God (4:37). More than this, the LORD has shown that he gave his people to Babylon 

(1:2) and will preserve them as he works through them to reveal himself to a culture 

that does not acknowledge him as the one true and living God (1:21). But the end of 

Bablyon has come because some people will never learn to acknowledge God until it 

is too late. Daniel 5 does not tell how Babylon fell, but it does tell why.1 

The End of Babylon: Daniel Chapter Five 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. DISCUSSION 
 
Read the context section first. Then, read Daniel 5:1-12. 
Based on the significance of the vessels from the Jewish temple, why 
is what Belshazzar did with these utensils so bad? 
 
 
 
 
It has now been about 66 years since Daniel first came to Babylon 
and his reputation as a wise servant of the LORD is still relevant. 
What does this teach about how the LORD uses people? 
 
 
 

1. Paul R. House, Daniel TOTC (Downers Grove: IVP, 2018), 104-105. 
2. See Leviticus 1-7 for a description of the various offerings. 
 



 

Daniel did not fight when the Babylonians captured him or object to serving a pagan king. He didn’t even resist his 

name change (though it wasl slight against the LORD). His confidence was in God. He trusted that God had placed him 

in Babylon for a purpose, though he likely did not know that purpose. Yet, Daniel did object to certain things that 

would have caused him to blend in with the culture of Babylon. He did not give in when the culture enticed him with 

comfort and ease. 
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5. CONTEXT 

Who was 
Belshazzar? 

History tells us that 

King Nebuchadnezzar 

died in 562 BC. Four 

more Babylonian kings 

came after him, the 

last of which was 

named Nabonidus. 

Nabonidus ruled from 

556 to 539 BC. We also 

know that Nabonidus 

spent most of his time 

away from the 

Babylonian province 

from about 550 to 539, 

leaving Belshazzar in 

charge of the region 

indefinitely.2 

 
Use of “father” 

and “son” in the 
Old Testament 

 
In ancient times and 
especially in the Old 
Testiment, the word 
father is sometimes 
used to refer to a prior 
king or ruler (Dan. 5:2). 
It is possible that 
Belshazzar was a blood 
relative of Nebuchad-
nezzar but it is not 
necessarily the case. 
Son is also used to 
refer to royal 
successors (5:22). 

4. DISCUSSION 
 
Read Daniel 5:13-23. 

Before Daniel interprets the writing on the wall, he reminds 

Belshazzar of Nebuchadnezzar’s humiliation (see vv18-21). Why do 

you think Daniel begins this way? 

 

Of what sin did Daniel accuse Belshazzar, and how might we be 

guilty of this in our day? 

 

Read Daniel 5:24-31. 

Daniel tells of the Medes and Persians coming to take over the 

kingdom of Babylon (v28, 30-31). Why is this significant for the book 

of Daniel (see 2:39)? 

6. APPLICATION 

The end of Babylon is a foretaste of the end of the world as we know 
it. Revelation 18 uses Babylon as a picture of the world’s systems, 
which set themselves against the LORD through their idolatry, 
immorality, and injustice (Rev. 18:3). God’s people are warned not to 
take part in their wickedness (Rev. 18:4-5). 2 Timothy 2:21 says, 
“Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from what is dishonorable, he 
will be a vessel for honorable use, set apart as holy, useful to the 
master of the house, ready for every good work.” Like the vessels that 
were used for the temple worship, we have been set apart through 
Christ. God has cleansed us through the sacrificial death of Christ so 
that he might use us for his purposes, to glorify him. 

 
 
 

2. House, 104. 
 

PRAYER:  LORD God, help us to learn from history so that we will not 

repeat the mistakes of the past. Help us to remember that you give to 

all people (including world leaders) “life and breath and everything” 

(Acts 17:25). Help us to honor you as holy and be useful to you, for 

Jesus’ sake, Amen! 

 


