
 

  

Chapter Four 

Discussion  

The God Who Rules and Reveals 

 

2. CONTEXT 

“The Most High” 

This phrase is 
unique to the book 
of Daniel. In its 
most basic form, it 
literally means 
“the highest.” 
Each time this 
word is used in 
Daniel, it 
describes God as 
being the 
sovereign ruler 
over all kingdoms. 
In Daniel 7, this 
title will be used to 
describe how the 
sovereign LORD 
gives the kingdom 
to his people 
(7:18, 22, 27). 

1. INTRODUCTION 
Nebuchadnezzar has seen Daniel’s God interpret a dream and deliver Shadrach, 

Meshack, and Abednego from the firey furnace. While he has acknowledged that 

Yahweh is the only god who can reveal hidden knowledge of the future and save his 

people from the fire, the king of Babylon has yet to acknowledge Daniel’s God as the 

only LORD who gives authority to the kings of the earth like himself. 

In chapter four, Nebuchadnezzar records for all people (which includes you and me) 

what “the Most High” God has done for him. The great king wants all coming 

kingodms to know what the God of Israel has done to reveal himself as the one true 

and living God. Rather than recognizing that the God of heaven is the one who sets 

up kings and removes them (2:47), Nebuchadnezzar takes the credit for his position 

and success (4:30). The king will soon learn that the LORD of heaven shares his glory 

with no one (Isa. 42:8). 
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3. DISCUSSION 
 
Read Daniel 4:1-3. 
 
What is King Nebuchadnezzar’s stated purpose in writing this 
account and who benefits from it? 
 
 
Read Daniel 4:4-27. 
 
What is the stated purpose of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream (see 4:25-
26)? 
 
 
How does Daniel engourage Nebuchadnezzar to respond (see 4:27)? 



 

Daniel did not fight when the Babylonians captured him or object to serving a pagan king. He didn’t even resist his 

name change (though it wasl slight against the LORD). His confidence was in God. He trusted that God had placed him 

in Babylon for a purpose, though he likely did not know that purpose. Yet, Daniel did object to certain things that 

would have caused him to blend in with the culture of Babylon. He did not give in when the culture enticed him with 

comfort and ease. 
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5. CONTEXT 

Nebuchadnezzar’s 
temporary absence 
from the throne. 
 
There are ancient 
texts outside the 
Bible which tell of 
a Babylonian king 
experiencing 
some sort of 
illness and being 
absent from rule 
for a time. They 
also tell of his 
reclaiming of the 
throne after his 
health was 
restored. Included 
in one account is 
the mention of a 
Jewish “magician” 
who helped the 
king ascend back 
to his position.1 

4. DISCUSSION 
 
Read Daniel 4:28-33. 

What was Nebuchadnezzar’s sin in verse 30? Why do you think he 

had this midset even after he had been warned through Daniel? 

 

What can we take away from the fact that this dream actually 

became a reality? 

 

Read Daniel 4:34-37. 

How does Nebuchadnezzar’s view of Yahweh change after his 

humiliation (refer back to 4:8-9)? 

6. APPLICATION 

We like to think that we can make our own way. We may hold a job 
that allows us to make lots of money, or we may be really good at 
something that brings us much success and accolade. Yet, this 
passage teaches us that God himself “rules the kingdom of men and 
gives it to whom he will” (Dan.4:25). This means that everything we 
have and everything we are is from the LORD. You may have skill or 
success, but God is the one who gave it to you. Therefore, you should 
acknowledge him as ruler and provider lest you experience 
humiliation as Nebuchadnezzar did. 
 

 
 
 

1. These are the texts of Nabonidus, who ruled in place of Nebuchadnezzar during his humilitation. See 
Paul R. House, Daniel TOTC (Downers Grove: IVP, 2018), 92. 

Read Proverbs 3:34; James 4:6-10; 1 Peter 5:6; Matthew 23:12; Luke 

18:14. 

According to these verses, what does it mean to humble ourselves? 

 

How might the LORD be humbling you and what do you think is his 

purpose in humbling you? 

 

 


