
 

  

Chapter Three 

Discussion  

The God Who Rules and Reveals 

 

2. CONTEXT 

The Gold Image 

Nebuchadnezzar’s 

image stood about 90 

ft high and 9 ft wide. It 

would have been cut 

out of wood or stone 

and overlayn with gold.  

Nebuchadnezzar’s vast 

Empire 

The city of Babylon was 

about the size of 

Chicago and was 

located about 50 miles 

south of modern day 

Bagdad, Iraq. The 

Babylonian empire 

stretched from Egypt 

to the Caspian Sea and 

from the Persian Gulf 

into modern day 

Turkey. 

Nebuchadnezzar had to 

have countless 

govenors and officials 

scattered all over the 

middle east in order to 

rule this massive 

empire (Dan. 3:2). 

1. INTRODUCTION 
Chapter two leaves Daniel and his friends promoted to some of the hightest 

positions in Babylon. Daniel has earned Nebuchadnezzar’s trust and respect. He has 

also caused Nebuchadnezzer to take notice of Daniel’s God, Yahweh. But rather 

than maintaining humility under the reality that Daniel’s God alone sets up 

kingdoms and brings them low, Nebuchadnezzar has chosen to continue exalting 

himself and his lesser gods. Thus, he constructs an image that will serve as a 

representation of his perceived supreme power and authority. Nebuchadnezzar, in 

essence, demands to be worshipped, something in which Daniel and his friends 

could never participate. 

This is the only event of the book which does not include Daniel. This could be 

because the palace advisors are not mentioned as being present at the ceremony 

(see 3:2-3).  Daniel’s friends, however, would have to be present because of their 

recent promotion (2:49). Nevertheless, the author tells of Daniel’s brave friends, 

who have gained confidence in God’s ability to protect and preserve them even in 

the worst circumstances (3:17-18). 
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3. DISCUSSION 
 
Read Exodus 20:1-6, then read Daniel 3:1-7.  
 
Why do you think the LORD commanded his people not to construct 
images for the purpose of worship? 
 
 
What do you think Nebuchadnezzar was trying to convey by setting 
up an image of his own?  
 
 
What challenge might this image present to devout people like 
Shadrach, Meshack, and Abednego? 



 

Daniel did not fight when the Babylonians captured him or object to serving a pagan king. He didn’t even resist his 

name change (though it wasl slight against the LORD). His confidence was in God. He trusted that God had placed him 

in Babylon for a purpose, though he likely did not know that purpose. Yet, Daniel did object to certain things that 

would have caused him to blend in with the culture of Babylon. He did not give in when the culture enticed him with 

comfort and ease. 
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4. CONTEXT 

Polytheism 
The Babylonian empire 
was not unlike our own 
culture.  The 
Babylonians 
worshipped many 
different gods. 
Nebuchadnezzar had 
already seen the power 
of Yahweh displayed 
through Daniel’s 
interpretation of 
dreams. Yet, 
Nebuchadnezzar still 
wanted the Jews to 
worship his gods in 
addition to their own. 
 
“like a son of the gods” 
(3:25): 

 At the very least, the 
fourth figure in the fire 
is one of many angelic 
beings mentioned in 
Daniel. This is how 
Nebuchadnezzar refers 
to him (3:28). Many 
have speculated that 
this could be a 
preincarnate 
appearance of Christ. 
However, there is no 
evidence in the text to 
support this. While it 
does no harm to 
believe so, we simply 
cannot say with 
certainty.1 Because the 
Lord’s angelic 
representative was in 
the fire, it is right to say 
that God is with his 
people in the midst of 
suffering and 
persecution. 

 

5. DISCUSSION 
 
Read Daniel 3:8-23. 

Remember that Daniel and his friends had saved the Chaldeans from 
certain death at the risk of their own lives (see 2:17-19). Why would 
the Chaldeans turn on them after being saved through their Jewish 
co-workers (3:8)? 

 

Why would King Nebuchadnezzar demand that Shadrach, Meshach, 

and Abednego worship his gods when he had already witnessed the 

power of their God, Yahweh (see 2:47)? 

 

What gave these servants of God the confidence to stand when they 

were being pressured to bow down (see 3:16-18)? 

Read Daniel 3:24-30. 

6. APPLICATION 

People in our society don’t always mind hearing about Jesus, but 
what they don’t like is when we say that our God is the only God who  
should be worshipped. Countless people around the world and even 
in our own country are persecuted because they refuse to worship 
any other god but the true and living God of the Bible (John 14:6). If 
we are committed to following Jesus as the only Lord and Savior, then 
we will be willing to show that he is worth giving up our lives because 
we are confident in his power to save. 
 
 

 
 
 

1. For deeper study on angelic beings in Daniel, see With the Clouds of Heaven by James. M. Hamilton. 
New Studies in Biblical Theology. (IVP: Downers Grove, 2014), 135-154. 

Read John 15:18-27. 

According to these verses, what is the cost of following Jesus and 

what promises are given to those who follow him? 

 

Prayer: Lord give us the courage by your Holy Spirit to be your 

witnesses even when doing so may cost us our comfort, and even our 

lives. Help us to know that you are with us even in the face of death. 


