
 

  

Chapter Two 

Discussion  

The God Who Rules and Reveals 

 

2. CONTEXT 

Daniel and his 
friends were 
enrolled in a 3 year 
training program in 
order to be ready to 
work in the king's 
court (Dan. 1:5). 
Yet, in chapter two, 
Daniel interprets 
Nebuchadnezzar’s 
dream in just the 
second year of the 
king’s reign. Daniel 
likely had not been 
promoted to the 
kings court when he 
interpreted the 
dream. He was 
basically a college 
intern. 

 The Chaldeans 
were the best of the 
best in Babylon, but 
God had gifted 
Daniel to interpret 
dreams and visions. 
Though Daniel was 
young and 
inexperienced, the 
Lord made him 
wiser than the 
wisest of Babylon. 

1. INTRODUCTION 
Chapter one introduces us to the reality of exile. Daniel and his friends were taken 

from their homeland and made to serve in the court of a pagan ruler. Through all 

this, they remained faithful. They did not lose heart, but chose to trust that God 

would sustain them in the midst of their circumstances. They did not resist serving 

in the court of Nebuchadnezzar, nor did they reject being students of their new 

culture (Dan. 1:17-20). 

While these Jews longed for their homeland, they had to get used to living in a 

strange land. They likely wondered if they would ever return home. Chapter two 

shows that while the kingdoms and cultures of the world may come and go, one day 

God will establish his forever kingdom where his people will live in perfect peace. 

Until then, he sustains all who trust in him. 
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3. DISCUSSION 
 
Read Daniel 2:1-16. 
 
Verse 16 says that Daniel requested an appointment with the king 
before he even knew the dream. Why do you think he would do 
this? 
 
Read Daniel 2:17-24 

Daniel told his friends to “seek mercy from the God of 

heaven…”(v18). How do you think they did this? 

 

What is significant about Daniel's response after the dream and its 

interpretation was revealed (vv19-24)? 



 

Daniel did not fight when the Babylonians captured him or object to serving a pagan king. He didn’t even resist his 

name change (though it wasl slight against the LORD). His confidence was in God. He trusted that God had placed him 

in Babylon for a purpose, though he likely did not know that purpose. Yet, Daniel did object to certain things that 

would have caused him to blend in with the culture of Babylon. He did not give in when the culture enticed him with 

comfort and ease. 
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5. CONTEXT 

 

The dream shows 
an image made of 
four types of metal. 
The metals progress 
from purest to 
strongest.1 

 
The gold 
corresponds to the 
reign of Babylon 
(605-539 BC), the 
silver is Medo-
Persia (539-331 BC), 
the brass is Greece 
(331-146 BC), and 
iron is the strongest 
-the Roman empire 
(146 BC-476 AD).2 
The mixture of iron 
and clay could refer 
to divided world 
powers that have 
existed since the fall 
of Rome to the 
present day (many 
of these have 
united temporarily 
together at various 
times for various 
reasons; see Daniel 
2:43).  
 
 
 

 

4. DISCUSSION 
 
Read Daniel 2:25-30. 

What similarities do you see in how the Chaldeans responded to the 
king's request and how Daniel responded (refer to vv10-11)? What 
differences do you see between the two responses? 
 

Read Daniel 2:31-45. Then look at #5 Context section to better 

understand the dream in light of world history. 

 

 

 

 

6. APPLICATION 

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream shows that while earthly rulers will come 
and go, God rules over them all and will one day establish a kingdom 
that will last forever. This is symbolized by the "stone not cut by 
human hands" (Dan. 2:44-45; see John 18:36). Jesus is referred to as a 
“stone” throughout the Bible (Isa. 28:16; Ps. 118:22; Matt. 21:42-44; 1 
Pet. 2:6). Jesus has already come to begin establishing his kingdom. 
He will return to establish it once and for all. 
 
 

1. Some suggest that the metals are meant to imply degrees of cultural morality. So of the four world 
kingdoms, Babylon would be the most morally pure and Rome the least. See Stephen R. Miller, Daniel 

(NAC), B&H, 1994, p94. 
2. There are differing opinions on when the Roman Empire actually ended. 476 AD is when the last 
Roman Emperor reigned. 

Connecting the Psalms.  
Before exile, Psalm 2 would have been read or sung anytime Israel crowned a 
new king. The early church knew this psalm was ultimately about the eternal 
king, Jesus Christ (Acts 4:25-27). It’s possible that Daniel and his friends would 
have recalled this psalm as they began to understand Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. 
 

Much of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream has already happened in world 

history. What comfort or confidence should it bring us to know that 

God rules and reveals his plans for the future (see Dan. 2:47)? 

 

What has Jesus said about his kingdom (see verses below)?  

Mark 1:15 and Luke 11:20 

What is our role in helping establish the forever kingdom of God (see 

Matt. 28:18-20 and 2 Cor. 5:18-20)? 


