
 

  

Chapter Eleven 

 

 

Discussion  

The God Who Rules and Reveals 

2. CONTEXT 

“Everyone whose 
name is written in the 

book” (12:1) 
As was discussed in ch. 
10, references in Daniel 
to “the book” seem to 
refer generally to the 

story of history. In 
Daniel 7:10, the plural 

“books” is used to 
signify that the LORD 
will sit in judgment 

over the wicked rulers 
(7:11-12). Revelation 

uses the phrase “book 
of life” to mark all who 

will inherit God’s 
eternal kingdom (Rev. 

13:8; 17:8; 20:15), 
which means that the 
fait of Satan himself 
will be the fait of all 
who do not remain 

faithful to the LORD, 
especially in the face of 
persecution and death. 

 
 “shut up the words 

and seal up the book” 
(12:4) 

Daniel receives this 
instruction for two 

reasons. 1) The vision 
of the future isn’t fully 
understandable, and 2) 

it must be preserved 
for future generations. 

1. INTRODUCTION 

The vision of Daniel 10-12 seems very connected to those of chs. 2, 7, 8, and 9. Each 

chapter tells its own part of the story of how earthly kingdoms rise and fall. Yet, the 

repeating theme throughout these visions is that God himself is sovereign over the 

history of the world, and he will send his own King to replace these earthly 

kingdoms once and for all with his eternal kingdom (Dan. 2:44; 7:14). 

Daniel has lived an extraordinary life as God’s witness in a foreign land. He, like 

many of the Jews of his day, anticipated the day when they would return to their 

homeland and rebuild the temple and the city of Jerusalem. Yet, Daniel continually 

received visions concerning hard times ahead. He no doubt wondered if the 

promises of God’s coming kingdom would be kept. So, the LORD heard Daniel’s 

pleas for mercy (Dan. 9:17, 23), and sent his angels to comfort and encourage Daniel 

(10:12). While this last vision reveals much violence and war poured out even on 

God’s own people, the vision ends with the promise of resurrection and eternal life. 

This promise is for all those “whose name is found written in the book” (Dan. 12:1).  

 

 

God Promises Resurrection to the Faithful: Daniel Chapter Twelve 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. DISCUSSION 
Read Daniel 12:1-4. 
Based on our study of ch. 10, what does it mean that Michael “has 
charge” of the people of God (v1)? 
 
 
 
According to verses 1-3, should we expect the world as we know it to 
be getting better or worse? Give real examples to support your 
answer. 
 
 
In light of the calamity and evil that is coming (v1), what promises do 
we find in these verses and to whom are these promises made (see 
vv2-3)? 

 



 

Daniel did not fight when the Babylonians captured him or object to serving a pagan king. He didn’t even resist his 

name change (though it wasl slight against the LORD). His confidence was in God. He trusted that God had placed him 

in Babylon for a purpose, though he likely did not know that purpose. Yet, Daniel did object to certain things that 

would have caused him to blend in with the culture of Babylon. He did not give in when the culture enticed him with 

comfort and ease. 
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4. CONTEXT 

When will the end 
come? 

 
Matthew 24 has many 
connections with the 

visions of Daniel. In this 
chapter, Jesus tells his 

disciples that while 
there will be clear signs 
that point to the end of 
the world as we know 
it, ultimately “no one 

knows the day or hour, 
not even the angels of 
heaven nor the Son of 

Man, but only the 
Father” (Matt. 24:36). 
This most certainly is 
why it is so difficult to 

interpret the time 
measurements in 

Daniel (see 12:7,11-
12). Before Jesus 

ascended to heaven, 
his disciples asked him 
one last time, “Will you 

know restore the 
kingdom of Israel?” 

(Acts 1:6). Jesus 
replied, “It is not for 
you to know times or 

seasons that the Father 
has fixed by his own 

authority” (1:7). Jesus 
words on the matter 

instruct us not to 
speculate on when but 
to be assured that he is 
coming back. And we 

should be prepared by 
remaining faithful to 
him until he returns, 

for he will come when 
it is least expected 

(Matt. 24:44). 

5. DISCUSSION 
Read Daniel 12:5-13. 
The “shattering of the holy people” in Dan. 12:7 refers to the 
persecution of God’s people near the end of time (see also Dan. 
7:21,25 and 8:24). But persecution has been a reality for God’s 
people from the time Jesus ascended even to today.  
 
Why does it seem that God is taking so long to fulfill his promise to 
establish his forever kingdom of peace? 
 

Read 2 Peter 3:8-13. 
 
How does Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection give us 
confidence that God will keep his promises to his faithful people? 

6. APPLICATION 

Daniel received several messages from God that outlined two major 
realites: 1) hard times are ahead for God’s people, but 2) God himself 
will bring about the salvation of his people forever. While it seems to 
us at times that the promise of God’s making all things new and right 
may never be realized, we are called to trust that God will do what he 
has said he will do. We do this by looking at what he has already 
done. The entire Old Testament (including the book of Daniel) 
promises that the Son of God would come to establish the kingdom of 
God once and for all. Jesus is the fulfillment of that promise (2 Cor. 
1:20). Because he came to take our punishment for sin, we can be 
sure that we are forgiven by God (Rom. 8:1). And because Jesus rose 
from the dead, we can be sure that all who trust in him will be raised 
to everlasting life when he returns (Dan. 12:2; Rom. 8:11). Because 
Jesus came the first time, we can have confidence he will come again. 
And we can trust, in the mean time, that he will preserve all those 
who remain faithful to him until he returns (Rev. 22:7)! 

 

Connecting the Psalms 
Psalm 37 contrasts the fait of the righteous with that of the wicked. 
God promises his presence and salvation to those who trust in him no 
matter what. 


