
 

  

Chapter Eleven 

 

 

Discussion  

The God Who Rules and Reveals 

2. CONTEXT 

 Daniel 11 in History 

Biblical scholars agree 

on the historical 

accuracy of Daniel 

11:1-20. These verses 

describe about 200 

years of warfare 

between the Ptolemies 

(the kingdom of the 

south based in Egypt) 

and the Seleucids 

(northern kingdom 

based in Syria). 

Ptolemy I attempted to 

form a treaty with the 

north by giving his 

daughter, Berenice, in 

marriage to the 

northern king (11:6). 

However, she was 

killed by the northern 

king’s first wife, 

Laodice. Years later, 

Seleucus IV would be 

poisoned (11:20), 

making way for 

Antiochus IV 

Epiphanes, whom we 

have been introduced 

to in earlier studies. 

Antiochus is likely the 

violent king referred to 

in vv 21-35. 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 There are many biblical scholars who contend that the book of Daniel was not 

written in the 6th century B.C. but much later in the 2nd century B.C. They will insist 

that such specific descriptions of historical events and figures must have been 

written after the fact. Some argue that these stories and prophecies were written to 

encite the Jews to revolt against their Grecian captors at this later time.1 Chapter 11 

is one passage in Daniel that these more liberal scholars use to make their case 

because it describes many historical events in striking detail. Yet, there is enough 

detail left out to show that the author of Daniel was not a 2nd century captive of 

Greece attempting to re-tell history but a 6th century captive of Persia who received 

a word from the LORD about the future of his people during a fearful and uncertain 

time.  

Chapter 11 continues the conversation between Daniel and God’s angelic 

messenger. This angel has terrified Daniel by showing him the great wars to come 

and the spiritual forces of evil behind world powers. But the angel has also 

comforted Daniel by telling him that he and Michael (Israel’s guardian prince; see 

10:13, 21) are strong enough to contend with these spiritual forces (10:21). Daniel 

can have confidence that the LORD is in control of the history of the world and the 

fait of his people. 
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3. DISCUSSION 
 
Read Daniel 11:1-20. 
In verse 1, the messenger reassures Daniel that God’s angelic agents 
are responsible for the rising and falling of kings, whether Persian, 
Greek, or any other.  
 
What confidence should we have knowing that God is in control of 
the rise and fall of world powers (remember this is a recurring theme 
in the book of Daniel; see chs. 2, 4, 5, and 7)? 
 
 

1. A revolt did actually take place during the 2nd century, in which the Maccabees took back control of 
Jerusalem and surrounding territories from the Syrian King Antiochus IV. This is the origin of the Jewish 
celebration of Hunukkah. 



 

Daniel did not fight when the Babylonians captured him or object to serving a pagan king. He didn’t even resist his 

name change (though it wasl slight against the LORD). His confidence was in God. He trusted that God had placed him 

in Babylon for a purpose, though he likely did not know that purpose. Yet, Daniel did object to certain things that 

would have caused him to blend in with the culture of Babylon. He did not give in when the culture enticed him with 

comfort and ease. 
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4. CONTEXT 

Daniel 11 in Prophecy 
 

Verses 36-45 are 
difficult to interpret. 

Some of the 
descriptions match 

those of Antiochus IV 
and possibly even later 

Roman rulers. While 
these verse may 
overlap with real 

historical kings, they 
also describe the 

Antichrist who is still to 
come at the end of 

time. We may come to 
passages in the Bible 

which begin to 
describe historical 
events or persons. 

Then, with little to no 
warning, the passage 

may shift to future 
events or speak of 

coming rulers. This is 
the pattern of biblical 
prophecy. We call this 

typology. Typology 
takes figures and 

events in history and 
uses them to point to 
ultimate figures and 
events in the future. 

The greatest example 
of typology in the Bible 
is that of Christ. In the 

Old Testament, 
historical characters 

like Adam and Moses 
are viewed as types of 

Christ.2 In the same 
way, Antiochus and 
other violent world 

rulers typify or point to 
the Antichrist who is 

still to come. 

5. DISCUSSION 
 
Read Daniel 11:21-45. 
 
Verses 30-35 mention those who “forsake the covenant” (which 
means they forsake God) and the “wise,” who remain faithful unto 
death. According to verse 35, why would God allow the faithful to 
suffer at the hands of the wicked (see 1 Peter 1:6-7)? 
 
 
 
Verses 36-45 tell of a future that will get worse before it gets better. 
What glimpses of hope do we find in this section? 

6. APPLICATION 

The angelic messenger has prepared Daniel to hear about the 
frightening future of wars to come by reassuring him that it is God 
and his angel armies who are in control of world events. With this 
foundation, the angel proceeds to disclose details about the future 
both near and far from Daniel’s time. Much of these events have 
already happened (11:2-35), while many still remain to be fulfilled 
(11:36-45). War will be the pattern of the world until Christ returns 
(see Matt. 24:6). But as in every previous chapter of the book of 
Daniel, we are reminded that God is able to reveal the future because 
he rules the future. This means that no matter how frightening the 
future may be, no matter how dark times may seem, God’s plan is 
being unfolded and God will perfect and preserve his own people 
until he destroys evil once and for all (11:45; 12:1; see also Rev. 
16:13-21). 

2. See Romans 5:13-14 and Hebrews 3:1-6. There are enough similarities to connect Adam and Moses 
with the coming of Christ. Yet, there are significant differences that set Christ apart as the ultimate 
fulfillment of all God’s prophecies. 

Prayer 
Almighty God, you are stronger than any darkness that exists. We 
thank you that we can have confidence in the midst of uncertain 
times. Help us to trust that you will preserve all who trust in you until 
you accomplish your good purposes in the world. For your name’s 
sake, Amen! 


