
 

  

Chapter Ten 

 

 

Discussion  

The God Who Rules and Reveals 

2. CONTEXT 

Why was Daniel 

mourning? 

The book of Ezra 

records that the 

construction  of 

Jerusalem’s second 

temple was opposed 

soon after it had begun 

(Ezra 4:4-5, 24).1 This 

opposition to the 

Temple rebuild could 

explain why Daniel is so 

grieved, wondering if 

God’s peace in the land 

would ever be realized. 

Who is the man in 

Daniel’s vision? 

Many suggest that the 

man in the vision is a 

visitation from Christ 

himself. Others believe 

it to be Gabriel, whom 

Daniel encountered in 

earlier visions (ch. 8 

and ch. 9). What is 

clear is that Daniel is 

visited by a messenger 

from the LORD, and 

though he has seen  

terrifying visions 

before, he still 

trembles with fear.  

1. INTRODUCTION 

 Daniel is now more than 80 years old. Though his life has been marked by the favor 

of God (Dan. 1:9), he has endured much suffering, persectution, and distress. He 

was taken from his home as a young teenager (1:-5). He dealt with his peers 

continually trying to undermine and betray him (3:8; 6:4). He was called to speak 

unfavorable messages to the harsh rulers of Babylon (chapters 2, 4, 5). If all this 

wasn’t enough, Daniel was the recipient of the terrifying revelations of God 

concerning his own time and the end of the world (chs. 7-12).  

Chapter 10 serves as an introduction to Daniel’s final vision. This vision takes up 

chapters 11 and 12 as well, and it covers the time of Cyrus the Great to the final 

resurrection of the dead (10:1-12:2). This chapter tells of Daniel’s encounter with an 

angelic messenger, who has come to reveal the future to Daniel for the last time. As 

the messenger speaks, a fearful Daniel is comforted and made to understand that 

though the nations of the world will continually war with each other, the sovereign 

God of history is orchestrating all his purposes for the good of his people (10:14; 

12:1).  
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3. DISCUSSION 
 
Read Daniel 10:1-9. Daniel trembles in fear. 
 
Unlike previous visiatations from angelic figures, Daniel gives a more 
full description of this one. Why do you think this is? 
 
 
 
 
What is Daniel’s response to his vision of this man? 
 
 

1. Cyrus allowed the Jews to return to Jerusalem in his first year (539/538 BC). By the third year, the 
Jews encountered opposition, which lasted at least until 522 BC. 



 

Daniel did not fight when the Babylonians captured him or object to serving a pagan king. He didn’t even resist his 

name change (though it wasl slight against the LORD). His confidence was in God. He trusted that God had placed him 

in Babylon for a purpose, though he likely did not know that purpose. Yet, Daniel did object to certain things that 

would have caused him to blend in with the culture of Babylon. He did not give in when the culture enticed him with 

comfort and ease. 
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4. CONTEXT 

Who is the Prince of 
Persia? 

 
Read Ezekiel 28:1-19. 
Notice in verses 2-10, 

Ezekiel is told to 
prophesy against the 
earthly ruler of Tyre 

(28:2). But in verses 11-
19, Ezekiel is speaking 

to a more “angelic 
figure” (see especially 

vv. 12-16). This passage 
gives us some insight 

into the reality of 
guardian angels (both 
good and evil). These 

are not necessarily 
assigned to individuals 
but to nations, people 
groups, and rulers (see 
Dan. 10:13, 21; 12:1). 

The Bottom line is that 
we have no idea what 
spiritual forces are at 

work behind world 
powers. 

 
What is the Book of 

Truth? 
 

The Hebrew word used 
in verse 21 for “book” 

really just means 
writing. But it is used in 
other places to refer to 

a royal decree (see 
Esther 1:22; 3:14; 4:8; 

8:8). It signifies 
predermined plans 

made that cannot be 
changed (see 1 Chron. 

28:19 and 2 Chron. 
35:4).2 

 

5. DISCUSSION 
 
Read Daniel 10:10-11:1. Daniel is strengthened. 
According to verses 14 and 21, why did the angelic messenger come 
to Daniel? 
 
 
Having read the context section, what hope/confidence do we have 
against the real spiritual forces of evil (see v21)? 
 
 
 
Based on verse 12, what is our primary role in this spiritual battle?  

6. APPLICATION 

Daniel 10 reveals that there is a spiritual battle going on behind 
earthly conflicts. The evil events we see in the world cannot compare 
with the forces that are behind them. In the Bible Satan is referred to 
as the ruler of this world. But just like the rulers of Daniel’s visions, his 
time is short (Dan. 2:44; 7:7:13-14; see also Rev. 12:12). And until 
then, Christians have a role to play in this “battle behind the battle.” 
While spiritual forces of evil influence the world, we have been called 
by God to influence the spiritual realm through prayer. The apostle 
Paul writes, “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but 
against…the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places” (Eph. 6:12). 
The most real battle is not physical but spiritual. Therefore, prayer is 
our greatest weapon (Dan. 10:12). And we can be confident that our 
humble prayers are making an impact because Christ has sealed the 
defeat of Satan (John 12:31) and secured victory for all who are his  
(1 Cor. 15:57; see also Rev. 12:11). 

2. This connects with the setting of the book of Daniel. We have seen in previous chapters how the laws 
of the Medes and Persians could not be overturned, even by the king himself (ch. 6). And 
Nebuchadnezzar’s wanring to his counselors was firm (ch.2). If the word of earthly kings is viewed this 
way, how much more can we trust the certainty of God’s royal decrees? 

Prayer 
Lord God, in the face of the evil that we see and that which we don’t 
see, we thank you for the certain hope and secure future that is ours 
through Christ. Make us bold to do battle each day through our 
testimony and through prayer. For our good and your glory, Amen! 


