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FIRST WORDS …  

Hebrews 10:19-20 

Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have 
confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of 
Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for 
us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh … 

 

These two verses begin a section of the Bible that I 
would like to spend the next few Weekly Updates 
exploring. I believe they hold for us an important 
message that is at one and the same time fitting for 
all times and yet particularly meaningful for the 
times in which we find ourselves.   

The author of Hebrews has already laid out a 
wonderful argument in his/her letter regarding the 
person and work of Jesus. He is the great high priest 
whose single sacrifice on the cross was a once-for-all 
event that alone holds eternal hope for humanity. 
The “therefore” in the above verses lets us know that 
we are about to encounter the implications of all 
that the author has thus far communicated. 

“Since we have confidence” describes a very real 
situation. It is a confidence that is independent of 
our abilities, our actions, and even our faith. Our 
confidence is in Christ. His abilities, his actions, his 
faithfulness produces our confidence.  

“To enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus” 
builds on the Old Testament image of the temple. 
The “holy places” represent intimacy with God—
standing before him as his servant, as his child. We 
enter not because of who we are, but because of 
who Jesus is and what he has accomplished for us. 
Jesus has given us better than backstage passes to 
God. As redeemed sinners, we now stand before 
God with Christ’s righteousness. 

“By the new and living way that he opened … 
through his flesh” tells it plainly: his death secured 
our life. 

So what confidence do you rely upon each day? 
Vaccines? Worshipping in the sanctuary? Your 
paycheck, your family, your dynamic personality? 
Hebrews reminds us that any and all of these 

sources of confidence fall horribly short in their 
ability to accomplish what Christ alone secured for 
us on the cross. You have reason for life 
transforming, and wholly humbling confidence 
because of Christ’s love in action toward you. 

With confidence like this, we no longer have to play 
power games with each other. We have been so 
incredibly set free by Jesus that we would be 
tremendously foolish to become once again 
enslaved to things like insisting on our own way, 
harboring grudges, attempting to get the upper 
hand, treating others as less important, and walking 
around like we own the place.  

Let us consider this week what evidence others see 
in us of an other-worldly confidence, a confidence 
that is ours because it is wholly established in Christ.  

 
WORSHIP RETURNS TO SANCTUARY  
On Sunday, June 13, we will begin worshipping in our 
sanctuary with singing. Services will start at 9:00 a.m. 
and no pre-registration is required. While our new 
policies no longer require social distancing, please 
consider as an act of hospitality yielding a little more 
space than usual. There will be extra chairs in the room 
so that all can be accommodated easily. 

 
WE HAVE SOME VERY GOOD NEWS! 
DREAM CENTER OPEN FOR VOLUNTEERS  
From LeeAnn Glatz 

We have just received some great news from the 
Dream Center, our mission partner in the Peoria 
community.  Since the onset of Covid we were 
restricted from being able to serve meals to the 
guests of the Shelter, but as of June 11 we are free to 
not only provide the meal but serve it to the folks 
there.  Serving is a wonderful way to form bonds with 
our sisters and brothers who live there.  We invite you 
and your family or Life Group or a group of friends to 
become a part of this relationship building 
experience.  If you are interested, give Mary Kerr a call 
at 309-258-7302 for more information.  She would 
love to hear from you! 
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CELELBRATING CHUCK SAHM’S LIFE 
In the wake of Chuck Sahm’s unexpected death, the 
Sahm family will host a visitation time this Sunday in 
the Northminster sanctuary from 4:00-7:00 p.m. The 
funeral will also be held at Northminster on Monday, 
June 14, at 11:00 a.m. A light lunch to follow the 
service. 
 
EXTENDING CARE WHEN OTHERS HURT 

A number of folks in our congregation have been 
going through some challenging times. I have been 
asked if we might provide addresses so that cards and 
words of encouragement could be sent. 

Lois Sahm 
7053 Hatpin Loop 
Wesley Chapel, Florida 33545 
 
Dan and Raylynn Sahm 
413 N. Phil Gould Dr. 
Hanna City, Il 61536 
 
Gayle and Mike Gatz 
19711 Beechcrest Place 
Estero, Florida 33928 
Caring Bridge Site: 
https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/gaylegatz 
 
NORTHMINSTER NURSERY REOPENS 

 

WHEN YOU OR OTHERS NEED HELP 
If you or someone you know is suffering (e.g. tested 
Covid-positive, in need of resources, desires prayer, 
under quarantine, lonely, afraid, etc.), please contact 

Pam Garner (309.453.9928) or Bob Jordan 
(402.943.8218). 

mailto:pamg@northminster.us
mailto:bobj@northminster.us
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KIDS MIN SUMMER PLANS 

 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY SUMMER EVENTS 

 

JOIN OUR SUNDAY TECH TEAM! 
As we move back into our sanctuary we will need two 
people each week to help with our livestream and in-
room projection. No experience necessary. The slides 
will be set up in advance so having a little familiarity 
with computers and a willingness to serve is all it 
takes. Training provided. We’ll work around your 
schedule too. Email our new worship leader Nathan 
Rodriguez today and let him know that you’re willing 
to join the team.  
 
ATTEND A BIBLE STUDY THIS SUMMER  
The Gospel of Mark – Sundays @ 10:00 a.m.  
Greg Manship, teaching 

Elisha & Elijah – Thursdays @ 7:00 p.m.  
(Jun 10, 24; Jul 1, 15, 29; Aug 5, 12, 19)  
Pastor Jos, teaching 

Participate in-person or via Zoom. Contact Jos Smolik 
for more information. 

 

HELP US FIND THIS PERSON: 

Be on the lookout for a caring, creative, 
computer savvy, Christ follower to 
serve as our Senior Communications/ 
Administrative Assistant.  

The essential functions include:  

 Providing creative and administrative support for 
church communications (website, print materials, 
sermon slides, newsletters, etc.)  

 Providing administrative support for our pastors 
(calls, scheduling, reports, etc.)  

The ideal person will have a vibrant and active faith in 
Christ, a heart for Christian ministry, skills in graphic, 
written and oral communication, computer abilities 
and commitment to learn new software, someone 
who is flexible and adaptable, creative, detailed 
oriented and a self-starter.  

More information is available on our website. 
Resumes and cover letters may be emailed to 
applyNPC@northmister.us. 
 

mailto:nathanr@northminster.us
mailto:nathanr@northminster.us
mailto:joss@northminster.us
http://www.northminster.us/about/jobs
mailto:applyNPC@northmister.us
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