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Sermon Notes December 1, 2019 

It’s a Wonderful Life   

The Gift of Abundance John 10:7-18 



It’s A Wonderful Life 
Being a follower of Christ is the best life ever. Because of who 

Christ is and what he accomplished on the cross, his followers are 

able to receive life-giving and life-transforming gifts every day. 

This Advent season, we’ll explore five of these gifts, rooting them 

in the person and work of Christ, grasping how we receive each 

gift and examining how each gift is to make a difference in our 

everyday lives. 

 

The Sermon’s Main Point  
Jesus is the door for the sheep. As the Good Shepherd He lays 

down his own life so that we can have ABUNDANT life. That’s not 

merely everlasting life; but is also an earthly life of fruitful 

purpose as members of God’s family. Many search for abundance 
through other means – but Jesus is the only way to an 

extraordinary life of true plenty. 

 

Begin 
Choose from the following questions to begin thinking about the 

study’s topic. 

1. When you were a child, what were the characteristics of a 
GREAT Christmas? What did you look forward to the most? 

Can you remember a particular Christmas that stands out in 

your mind? Tell a little about it. 

2. Have you ever taken a lavish vacation, had a 5-star meal or 

stayed in a super-fancy hotel, etc.? What was it like? What 

makes something extremely fancy or extravagant? 

3. Have you ever lost or misplaced something that was precious 
to you? Tell a little of the story. What does it feel like to 
suddenly lose something that is important? 

4. Would you call yourself a good gift-giver? Why or why not? 

What is a gift that you’ve given to someone that you are 

particularly proud of? 
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It’s A Wonderful Life 
The Gift of Abundance         John 10:7-18 

 

Grasping, Sharing, Learning and Appreciating 
1. Important to understanding today’s passage is understanding 

its context. Quickly read through John chapter 9. Who are the 

bad guys and what have they done to the blind man? What 

makes the Pharisees so reprehensible in this story? 

2. Today’s passage is an extended metaphor. Do your best to 

make connections. Who is the Good Shepherd? Who are the 

sheep? What is pasture? What is the wolf? Who are the 

thieves and robbers? Who are the hired hands? 

3. Jesus calls Himself both “the door of the sheep” and “the 

good shepherd”. Read the passage and describe both the 
door and the shepherd. 

4. Read Psalm 23 and Isaiah 40:11 – based on these passages, 

what are the characteristics of a GOOD Shepherd? How does 

a good shepherd provide for the sheep?  

5. Read Jeremiah 23:1-2 and Ezekiel 34:1-10 – based on these 

passages, what are the characteristic of BAD shepherds? How 

do bad shepherds treat the sheep? 

6. Jesus teaches not simply that He has come to bring ETERNAL 
life, but that He has come to bring ABUNDANT life. What is 

the difference between the two? Why is it important that we 

understand the difference?  

7. Jesus presents Himself as the door for the sheep and the one 

who lays down His life for His sheep. Based on what you may 
already know about Jesus – what does He do and what does 

He offer so that people can have abundant life? 

8. Read Psalm 27 as a song from the perspective of a sheep in 

the care of a good shepherd. What kinds of things represent 

abundant life to the Psalmist? 
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Reflection 
1. In your opinion, if we were to take a random sample of people 

from your neighborhood or workplace and asked them “what 

makes the good life?” what kinds of things would they say? 

How is the common answer similar and different from the 

abundant life that Jesus offers those who follow Him? 

2. Abundant life certainly doesn’t mean “easy” life. What role do 

ease and comfort play in defining the expectations you have 
of a life of following Jesus? What danger is there in expecting 

Jesus the good shepherd to always provide us with comfort 

and security? 

3. Jesus reminds us that there are others who would want to 

attack the sheep of His fold (steal, kill and destroy). What are 

some of the threats to the sheep of Jesus’ pasture? 

4. Jesus has promised His people more than just everlasting life. 

If people come to Jesus only expecting eternal life, what might 
they miss in the promise of abundant life? How might you 

live differently if you only expect Jesus to give you life after 

death, instead of a new way of living in the here and now? 

 

Action 
1. Here at the beginning of the Advent season, you have the 

opportunity to adopt some practices for the next four weeks 

that can shape the way you experience this time of waiting 

for Jesus. For example, you could have a more focused prayer 

time, you could read the Gospel accounts of Jesus’ birth daily, 

you could introduce a day of fasting into each week of 
Advent, etc. Pray and ask God if He would have you take on a 

new spiritual practice for the season of Advent. 

2. Shoot a text to a friend this week. Tell them what you’ve been 

learning about faith this year and ask them to keep praying 

for you as you continue to grow in your walk with Jesus. 

 

Pray  
If studying in a group, pray for one another and for each other’s 

spiritual growth throughout the coming week. 


