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Reflection 

1. Take a moment for anyone who wishes to practice sharing the 

story of Christ’s advent, using the verses you just studied. 

2. Hope, this great human capacity, is said to require patience, trust 

and desire. Do you agree with this? Is there anything else you 

would add?  

3. If “real hope” is having patience and desire for and confidence 

in something capable of delivering, and “false hope” is hope 

wrongly placed, what allows you/us to have real hope in Jesus? 

4. For each of the following, what real hope and what false hope 

does it provide: commerce, family, government, healthcare, Jesus, 

tradition, wealth. 

5. Even though history has shown that traditions, religious practices, 

governments, etc. have the capacity to fall short of our hopes and 

expectations, why do you think generations after generations 

keep placing their hopes in them for what they cannot provide?  

6. How might we understand Luke 9:23-26 as a call to place one’s 

entire hopes in Jesus Christ? 

Action –  

1. Examine … Set aside time to reflect on the actual confidence you 

have in Christ and his return, the committed patience you’re 

showing, and the desire you have for Christ above all other things. 

Talk to God about your discoveries. 

2. Share … Using what you’ve explored in this study, share the story 

of Christ’s advent into this world with at least one person. 

3. Celebrate … Having real hope in Christ is amazing. Do something 

this week in celebration of the hope you have (e.g. spend time 

in worship, give generously, show compassion, etc.). 

Pray – If studying in a group, pray for one another and for each 

other’s spiritual growth throughout the coming week. 



 

Sermon Study Guide   
 

Share the Story – Our Advent series this year focuses on the story 

of the coming of Christ. To share this story is to share Hope, Faith, 

Peace, Joy and Christ himself. More than a backdrop for our modern 

experiences of the “Christmas season,” the non-fictional story of 

Christ’s first and second comings are at the center of God’s plans 

and purposes for all of creation.  

Begin with Prayer – Father, with an expectation that you will use 

this study to grow me/us more into the image of your Son, I/we open 

our hearts and minds to your Spirit. Amen. 

Follow Up on Bring Back Wanderers – What thoughts, 

questions, actions, etc. resulted in your life this past week as a 

result of last week’s sermon study? 

The Sermon’s Main Point – Share the Story - Hope …   

Christ’s coming into the world some 2000 years ago was the 

fulfillment of promises God had made many centuries earlier. While 

those who originally heard the promises may not have seen their 

fulfillment in their lifetimes, they were gifted with hope. Today we 

await the second coming of Christ and the renewal of all things. 

Regardless of the year in which this second coming takes place, we 

too have hope, and so we wait with patience, trust with confidence, 

and hold fast to the love of God. 

 

Begin – Choose from the following questions to begin thinking 

about the study’s topic. 

1. What was a “normal” Christmas for you when you were growing 

up? 

2. If there were several gifts under a tree with your name on them, 

would you rather know ahead of time what is in each one or 

would you prefer to wait and be surprised? 

3. How would people who know you best describe your ability to 

be patient? Are there areas in your life where you have more/less 

patience? 
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Grasping, Sharing, Learning and Appreciating 

What do the passages below add to the story of Christ’s advent—

his first coming (2000 years ago) and second coming (soon and 

very soon)? 

1. Genesis 1:1; John 1:1-5, 14 

2. Genesis 12:1-3 

3. 2 Samuel 7:16 

4. Isaiah 11:1-10 (historical context found in 2 Kings 16) 

a. 11:1-2, 10 

b. 11:3-5 

c. 11:6-9 

5. Hebrews 6:13-20 


