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Reflection 

1. Active dependence on God includes seeking God’s kingdom 

first and foremost at all times. What would it look like to apply 

James’ teaching in 4:13-17 in the following situations today: 

a. Planning for, defining and living in retirement 

b. Viewing and stewarding income and purchase power 

c. Defining and acting out personal independence 

d. Establishing budgets and making financial decisions 

e. Planning for and going to college 

f. Choosing how much to give to the work of Christ in the world 

2. How can a person discern between boldness, confidence and 

arrogance?  

3. Which of these defensive responses to James’ charge of arrogance 

do you find yourself being susceptible to: (a) I can’t be arrogant 

about my wealth because I’m nice. (b) I can’t be arrogant about my 

wealth because I’ve earned what I have and I have a right to it.  

(c) I can’t be arrogant about my wealth because I’m just following 

what everyone else is doing. 

Action –  

1. Seek First the Kingdom of God – Look over your expenditures 

from the past 12 months. What do they reveal about the degree 

to which you seek God’s kingdom first? 

2. Plan, But Hold Your Plans Loosely – Reexamine the plans you 

have for travel, retirement, work, school, etc. Let God know that 

you surrender these plans to him and are open to his leading. 

3. Actively Depend on God – For the next three weeks, practice 

using “… if the Lord wills,” as a way to reset your thinking. 

Pray – If studying in a group, pray for one another and for each 

other’s spiritual growth throughout the coming week. 



 

Sermon Study Guide   
 

Living Faith [ a study of James ] – James the Just, a central 

leader in early church and the half-brother of Jesus, cares deeply 

for his Christian brothers and sisters and writes to them to 

encourage wise and faithful living. Bringing both a deep 

connection to Christianity’s Hebrew roots and a solid recognition 

of the lordship of Jesus, James provides wise, practical, godly 

instruction on living faith—faith which is necessarily, consistently 

and broadly manifested in action. His teaching provides everyday 

ways we can apply our faith and thereby expect to grow. 

Begin with Prayer – Father, with an expectation that you will use 

this study to grow me/us more into the image of your Son, I/we 

open our hearts and minds to your Spirit. Amen. 

Follow Up on Let God Be the Judge – What thoughts, 

questions, actions, etc. resulted in your life this past week as a 

result of last week’s sermon study? 

The Sermon’s Main Point – Actively Depend on God       

We surrender all when we say yes to God—and find we’ve made 

the best deal of our lives. Yet, we are susceptible to becoming 

arrogant when we experience wealth and relative power. All our 

boasting in our arrogances, James says, is evil. Instead, we’re called 

to—and are better off when we—actively depend on God.  

Begin – Choose from the following questions to begin thinking 

about the study’s topic. 

1. What would the people who know you best say is one of your 

strengths? 

2. Would you say you’re more spontaneous or more of a planner? 

Describe a time when recently lived out this trait. 

3. Describe a time when you had to depend on someone to come 

through for you. How did the situation go?  

4. What would you say is the difference between affirming 

something and depending on that same thing?  
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Grasping, Sharing, Learning and Appreciating 

1. Read James 4:13-17. With the understanding that he’s speaking 

to Christians who have enough wealth to travel and make plans, 

what appears to be the flow of James’ argument in these verses? 

2. What do the following passages add to the biblical understanding 

of wealth and active dependence on God: 

a. Matthew 6:25-34 

b. Mark 8:34-38 

c. Luke 12:13-21 

d. Luke 12:41-48 

e. James 1:9-11 

 


