
 

Sermon Notes     July 11, 2021 
Fresh Faith: Six Practices for Overcoming Apathy 

(6) Trust God and God’s Plan (Malachi 3:13-4:6) 
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Reflection 

1. God’s plan isn’t too complicated: love God with all of who you 

are and love your neighbor as yourself. In your estimation, 

what are some of the main reasons people—including many 

professing Christians—choose not to trust this plan?  

2. When it comes to trusting God and God’s plan, what do you 

personally find challenging and difficult? In what areas are you 

more likely to assume control and follow your own wisdom 

over God’s wisdom (e.g. relationships, finances, use of time, 

putting God first, etc.)? Have there been times when trusting 

God and God’s plan seemed easier? If so, why do you think it 

was? What helps build your trust in God and God’s plan? 

3. What aspects of God’s timing do you find reassuring and what 

aspects do you find disconcerting—if any? If you could change 

something about God’s timing what would you change and 

why? If you could ask God just one question about his plan for 

you and/or for the world, what would you ask him? 

4. A way to go about building trust in God and God’s plan 

involves (1) replacing our core filter so that we prioritize all 

things that glorify God, (2) focusing on our relationship with 

God over and above the rewards God promises, (3) learning 

and living God’s Word hour by hour, day by day, and (4) 

hanging out with worshippers who help us not become 

“whiners” or “winners.” Which of these are easier for you? 

Which one would you like to grow in more? How do they each 

help to build trust in God and God’s plan? 

Action – 

1. Assess your walk with God. Look at how you’ve grown in your 

trust in him and his ways. Notice where God is calling you to 

submit more. Talk to him about any struggles you have 

regarding his timing and his plan. Adopt a daily pattern that 

helps you learn and live God’s word more consistently. 

2. Pray – If studying in a group, pray for one another and for each 

other’s spiritual growth throughout the coming week. 
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Fresh Faith: Trust God and God’s Plan  Malachi 3:13-4:6 

Grasping, Sharing, Learning and Appreciating 

1. Read and respond to Malachi 3:13-4:6. What words and phrases 

stand out? What appears to be the flow of the text? What 

feelings, thoughts and questions did the passage raise in you? 

2. Malachi 3:13-15 focuses on the “Winners” and the “Whiners.” 

The “Winners” would be the ones whom the whiners perceive 

to be getting ahead even though they don’t follow the ways of 

God, while the “whiners” appear to be complaining because 

they want what the “Winners” seem to be receiving. Given this 

information, in what ways do both the “Winners” and the 

“Whiners” suffer from arrogance? If you were living in their 

time, would you be more likely to fall in with the crowd that 

was willing to compromise God’s teaching for personal success 

or with those who complained about it—or neither? 

3. There is a third group: The Worshippers. In 3:16 we meet a 

group who avoided participating with either the whiners or the 

winners. They chose instead to revere the Lord—even though 

times were hard and people were seeming to get ahead 

through ungodly means. Itemize the things that God says to 

them in Malachi 3:16-4:3. What’s your assessment of these 

provisions and promises that God pledges? Are they worth 

choosing to prioritize God and God’s plan over the ways and 

patterns of the world? Why/why not? 

4. Compare and contrast the teaching of Malachi 3:13-4:3 with 

one or more of the following passages: Jeremiah 29:10-14; 

Matthew 19:23-30; Luke 6:22-23; 9:23-26; John 16:31-33; 

Revelation 3:8-13. What similarities and differences do you find 

in the various teaching? 

 Sermon Study Guide   

Begin with Prayer – Father, with an expectation that you will use 

this study to grow me/us more into the image of your Son, I/we 

open our hearts and minds to your Spirit. Amen. 

Follow Up on Gospel Devotion – Give Generously  – What 

thoughts, questions, actions, etc. resulted in your life this past 

week as an outflow of last week’s sermon study? 

The Sermon’s Main Point – Fresh Faith: Trust God and God’s 

Plan     In our arrogance, we humans have a way of putting 

ourselves at the center of the universe. We like to make life all 

about ourselves, whether we do this from a “Yay ME!” or a “Woe’s 

ME.” perspective. Yet God in all his wisdom, power, greatness, glory 

and love, possess the unchallengeable right to be at the center of 

everything, including each of our lives. We would do well to 

replace our arrogance with reverence, and a path to reverence is 

the daily decision to trust God and God’s plan moment by 

moment, hour by hour, etc., etc., etc. 

Begin – Choose from the following questions to begin thinking 

about the study’s topic. 

1. How were birthday’s celebrated in the home in which you grew 

up? Of all your birthdays, is there one or two that stand out? 

Why? 

2. On a car trip, which is your favorite seat in the vehicle? Which is 

the one you least wish to occupy? Why? 

3. Are you more likely to order items straight off the menu or to 

ask questions, make requests, and/or change your mind several 

times?  

4. How was winning and losing approached in the home in which 

you grew up, whether it was playing board games or 

participating in sports? What did you like about it? What didn’t 

you like? 

5. When was the last time you attended a formal occasion? What 

was it? How did you feel at the event? Do you tend to look 

forward to formal gatherings? Why/why not?   


