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Northminster Learning Center 

COVID-19 Policies and Procedures for Parents 
Northminster Learning Center is committed to maintaining a safe environment for all children, 
staff and families. The revised policies and procedures reflect new guidelines from DCFS, 
CDC and IDPH for maintaining a safe environment related to the current Covid-19 pandemic 
and any future global health concerns. 
 
Screening of Children and Parents Upon Arrival  

 
All persons entering the Learning Center will be required to have their temperature taken. 
Those persons who have a fever of 99.5 or above or other signs of illness are not admitted to 
the facility. Parents are encouraged to be on the alert for signs of illness in their children and 
to keep them home when they are sick. All children and parents are screened for 
temperatures upon arrival. All children with a temperature of 99.5 or higher will not be allowed 
to stay. If the parent has a temperature of 99.5 or higher their child will not be allowed to stay. 
Staff will document all temperatures. 

People with COVID-19 have had a wide range of symptoms reported – ranging from 
mild symptoms to severe illness. Symptoms may appear 2-14 days after exposure to 
the virus. People with these symptoms may have COVID-19: 

 Fever or chills 
 Cough 
 Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 
 Fatigue 
 Muscle or body aches 
 Headache 
 New loss of taste or smell 
 Sore throat 
 Congestion or runny nose 
 Nausea or vomiting 
 Diarrhea 

This list does not include all possible symptoms. CDC will continue to update this list 
as we learn more about COVID-19. 

Student and Parent Arrival: 

1. Students and one parent or caregiver will be met at the outdoor entrance designated for 
your child's classroom to be cleared for entrance beginning at 8:00 for Kindergarten and full 
day students, 8:30 for Curiosity Corner and A.M. Preschool students, and 12:30 for P.M. 
Preschool students. 7:30 for Camp Days 
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2. Students and their parent or caregiver will have their temperatures checked and recorded 

daily and be assessed for Covid-19 symptoms before being cleared. Arrivals more than 15 
minutes past the start time of your child's program will need to call the office to be cleared 
as to not interrupt the classroom day.  

3. Parents will sanitize their hands prior to signing their child in on the clipboard designated for 
their child’s classroom using a designated sanitized pen. 

4. Students who are cleared for entry will enter their classrooms and wash their hands before 
touching classroom materials. 

5. Parents will not be allowed to enter classrooms. 
6. If your child needs to leave for any part of their program day and return to school, parents 

and caregivers are to call the office to have the child cleared to return before they re-enter 
their classroom. 

7. Parents with questions or those who need to conduct business with the office will be 
allowed to enter the building through the gym doors between the hours of 8:30-9:00 A.M., 
or between 12:30 and 1:00 P.M. Parents may also call the office at any time from 7:30-
5:30. 

  
Student Departure: 

1. Parents and caregivers are to proceed to their child’s designated classroom entrance door 
at pick up time. 

2. Parents are not to enter the classrooms, and will sign their child out each day at the 
outdoor entrance classroom door. 

3. Teachers will assist children in packing up their belongings prior to dismissal each day so 
that they are ready to be released to parents at the door. 

4. Parents are asked to be patient and diligent during the transition to this new arrival and 
departure policy so as to ensure the safety of our children. 

 
Center Plans 
 

 All frequently touched surfaces as well as items used by the children will be cleaned 
and sanitized frequently throughout the day as well as at the end of the program day. 

 Each child’s personal belongings will be kept separated from the belongings of others. 

 Children will be monitored throughout the day for Covid-19 symptoms. 

 No outside visitors or field trips until further notice. 

 Masks will be worn by staff, and children will be required to wear their masks from 
home at arrival and departure, when in hallways and to the extent practical during the 
day. They will not be worn outside or during gross motor play. Masks should be 
sanitized daily. Replacement masks will be made available. 

 All snacks and lunches will be served using social distancing.  

 Activities and procedures will be adjusted to limit sharing of toys and materials, and 
communal spaces will only be used by one group at a time, with no mixing of groups. 
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 Students will be required to wash or sanitize their hands between activities including 
playing in the gym, outside, or in the classroom as well as before and after meals, after 
using the restroom, and after handling their personal drink container.  

 
Parent Precautionary Protocols:  
*See Policy Amendments A& B 
 
A child’s household must remain out of the center if any member of the household has or has 
been in close contact with anyone who has: 
  
(a) A confirmed case of COVID-19; or 
  
(b) Traveled: internationally; domestically, from an area which is experiencing widespread 
community transmission of COVID-19. 
 
14 days after the last potential exposure, your household may return provided these three 
things have happened: 
  
 (a) At least 7 days have passed since any household member first experienced  
symptoms; and  
 (b) Symptoms have improved for any household member that experienced  
symptoms (for example, cough or shortness of breath has improved); and  
 
 (c) The household has been fever-free for at least 72 hours without the use of  
fever reducing medicines. 
  
Depending on the circumstances, administration will require the parent to obtain medical 
clearance before a return to the center will be allowed. All confirmed cases of COVID-19 will 
require physician clearance before returning. 
 
Travel restrictions apply to all NLC staff as well. 
  

HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS: includes individuals who may not live in the household but may 

be staying there or are otherwise present in the household on a regular basis (e.g. nannies, 
caregivers, home health workers, contractors, etc.) and includes anyone with pick up or drop 
off privileges at the center.  
 

CLOSE CONTACT: is defined by the CDC as: 
 (1) being within approximately 6 feet (2 meters) of a COVID-19 case for a prolonged period 
of time and can occur while caring for, living with, visiting, or sharing a health care waiting 
area or room with a COVID-19 case, or 
(2) having direct contact with infectious secretions of a COVID-19 case (e.g., being coughed 
on).  
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Considerations when assessing close contact include the duration of exposure and the 
clinical symptoms of the person with COVID-19.  
 
Consistent with our COVID-19 Policy, the household will be required to remain out of the 
center for 14 days unless medical clearance is provided by a physician indicating that the 
presenting symptoms are associated with a known non-COVID-19 illness. The physician’s 
note must not be from a family member.  
 

In the case of close contact as defined above, exclusion from the center will be necessary to 
reduce the transmission of illness. 
If a child falls ill while at school and is displaying COVID-19 symptoms, for the child's comfort, 
and to reduce the risk of contagion, parents will be asked to pick up their child within 1 hour 
of notification. Until then, the child will be kept comfortable in an isolated area and will 

continue to have symptoms monitored. 
  
If a sick child or staff member has been isolated due to displaying COVID19 symptoms, staff 
are to clean and disinfect surfaces in the isolation room and the child’s classroom after the 
sick child has gone home. Other areas used by the sick staff such as offices, bathrooms and 
common areas should also be disinfected. 
  
If a child or staff member displays COVID-19 symptoms, one of the following must 

happen in order for them to return: 
1) they will be asked to quarantine until symptom free for 72 hours, or  
2) produce a negative COVID test before being allowed to return to the learning center, or 
3) present a doctor's note. 
 
CLOSURE (Active case in the center)  
 

If there is an active case of COVID-19 at our facility, or a case of a child or family member 
with direct exposure, Center Directors will work with the local Health Department to determine 
the need to close the facility and/or affected classrooms. The Department of Public health will 
determine who needs to quarantine and will notify those individuals. 
  
If your child is required to quarantine due to exposure from our facility, or from an outside 
source, tuition will remain the same and will continue to be billed in order to maintain the 
continuity of our programs. 
 

If the learning center is directed by the Department of Public Health or by the State of Illinois 
to close for an extended amount of time, a reduced tuition rate, to be determined, will be 
incurred to hold your child's placement in our program.  
 
These policies are in place to best ensure the safety of our children, families, staff, and 
church community. Parents will be asked to sign a waiver acknowledging that our facility is 
making these efforts and is not liable if their child falls ill. 
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*Policy Amendment A (12-18-2020) 
 

Quarantine for Close Contact or Positive COVID Cases-  

Northminster adopts the guidelines set by Illinois Department of Public Health and requires 
quarantine for people who have been in close contact with someone who has COVID-19 or 

has a positive COVID test. People who have had documented COVID-19 within the past 3 
months are excluded from this requirement. People who have tested positive for COVID-19 
do not need to quarantine or get tested again for up to 3 months as long as they do not 
develop symptoms again. People who develop symptoms again within 3 months of their first 
bout of COVID-19 may need to be tested again if there is no other cause identified for their 
symptoms. 
 

Options to Reduce Quarantine -  
 

Northminster has adopted the IDPH and CDC guidelines for quarantine.  
Based on local availability of viral testing, for people without symptoms, 

 Quarantine can end on day 10 without testing, (return to NLC on day 11) 
 Quarantine can end on day 7, for return on day 8 after receiving a negative test 

acquired on day 6 or later 

After stopping quarantine, guidelines for people are: 

 Watch for symptoms until 14 days after exposure. 
 If they have symptoms, immediately self-isolate and contact their local public health 

authority or healthcare provider. 
 Wear a mask, stay at least 6 feet from others, wash their hands, avoid crowds, and 

take other steps to prevent the spread of COVID-19. 

Even though Northminster has adopted the new guidelines for options to reduce quarantine, 
CDC continues to endorse quarantine for 14 days and recognizes that any quarantine shorter 
than 14 days balances reduced burden against a small possibility of spreading the virus. 

Considerations for Quarantine Due to Travel- 

Travel can increase your chances of getting and spreading Covid-19. Postponing travel and 
staying home are the best ways to protect you and others from contracting the virus. 
 

If you are traveling, The CDC recommends travelers are tested with a viral test 1-3 days 
before your trip, and 3-5 days after returning from your trip.  
 

If you are tested with a viral test 3-5 days after your trip and reduce non-essential 
activities for a full 7 days after travel, you may resume normal activities including returning to 
learning center programs.  If you choose not to get tested, we require that you quarantine for 
10 days after travel to ensure the safety of your family, other learning center families, the 

church community,  and staff. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/contact-tracing/contact-tracing-plan/appendix.html#contact
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/testing/diagnostic-testing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/essential-goods-services.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/essential-goods-services.html
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*Policy Amendment B (3-11-2021) 
 
Quarantine for Vaccinated individuals 
As the vaccine is available to more people and more individuals are becoming fully 
vaccinated, the guidance from CDC and IDPH is changing more frequently regarding 
quarantines.  We will be following the guidance of the CDC and IDPH as it changes.   
 
Fully Vaccinated Individuals 

"People are considered fully vaccinated for COVID-19 more than 2 weeks after they 
have received the second dose in a 2-dose series (Pfizer-BioNTech or Moderna), or 
more than 2 weeks after they have received a single-dose vaccine (Johnson and 
Johnson (J&J)/Janssen )".-CDC 
 


