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FIRST WORDS 

For the Lord is good: his steadfast love 
endures forever, and his faithfulness to all 

generations. 
(Ps 100:5) 

 
When rereading Chapter 1 of James Bryan Smith’s 
book The Good and Beautiful God, I was struck by the 
words, “In those days it was easy.” Smith refers to the 
days when his life seemed to be going really well. In 
those days it was easy for him to conceive of God as 
good, to worship and celebrate him from the good 
that Smith experienced in his life.  

When has celebrating God’s goodness been easy for 
you? Oddly for me, one of the richer times of 
worshipping God for his absolute goodness came in a 
season marked by much loss. I had just lost my job, 
which also meant that our family had lost its church 
and connection to community. These losses, 
combined with some weighty family health problems 
and significant uncertainty about the future, meant 
that the opportunity for despair was strongly present.  

Yet it was in these days, which were some of the lowest 
I’ve experienced, that God revealed the truth about his 
character as described in Psalm 100:5. Nothing in our 
situation had changed. It would still be some time 
before a new job would come along, and the 
significant family health issue still remains even to this 
day. Yet God’s Spirit kept speaking truth into my heart: 
God is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his 
faithfulness to all generations. These words and what 
they revealed became at one and the same time a 
shelter in which I could feel secure and a solid place 
upon which I could stand. I cannot claim that the gift 
of these words was a product of my faith or spiritual 
maturity. I was wrecked. In God’s goodness, God 
simply ministered his goodness to me. 

Since that time, life continues with its ups and downs, 
its times of prosperity and its times of loss. God’s 
goodness has now for me become an often 
reoccurring topic of conversation I have with him—
conversations that I would consider at times tough, 

always honest, and over time helpful. Far from a 
theoretical construct or a religious platitude, God’s 
goodness has been life changing for me. 

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE? 
The quick answer to this question is, “I do not know.” 
The longer answer is what we will be working on 
together. We are not the only congregation that has 
experienced significant changes in attendance, 
participation and giving patterns since March 2020.  

Even though I am not able to provide an absolute 
answer at this point in time, I can share some 
information on how we will discern our next steps 
together. I am writing this article on Tuesday, 
September 21. Tonight, I will meet with members of 
the Admin Team. They have been paying attention to 
our financial position and have before them a menu 
of options to help us move forward together. We will 
go over those options tonight and work at discerning 
best courses of action. There will be helpful 
communications and many opportunities for 
participation as they move forward. 

Session (Board of Elders) also meets tonight. With 
their approval, I am in the process of forming a 
“What’s Next?” team made up of a representative 
group of folks from within our congregation. A priority 
for this team will be to listen to God’s Spirit speaking 
through our entire congregation. They will reach out 
to all of us through various survey tools to hear what 
each one of us is discerning. I encourage you to 
continue in prayer before the Lord, asking him for 
godly wisdom and insight. The team will work toward 
presenting a plan for Session to consider. 

Times of communal discernment can be wonderfully 
rich as we individually and collectively seek the face 
and will of God. A shared commitment to humility and 
to mutual submission will help stay off any tendencies 
toward divisiveness. Together we can affirm that God 
is not anxious in the least about the days before us, 
that God will be with us at all times as we work 
together to hear his voice, and that the mission of our 
church continues to remain to represent the love of 
Christ together as we move IN, UP and OUT. 
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INVITE A FRIEND TO COME THIS SUNDAY 

 9:00 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary 
(special pullout for pre-K through 
3rd graders) 
Nursery – Room 312 
Angel Arms – Room 108 
 

10:10 a.m. Classes and Groups 
           Kids Min – Begin in Room 304 
                   Youth – Trinity Room 
                   Life Group (Stuck’s) – Room 104 
             Young Families Class – The Gathering 

Space 
               The Gospel of Mark – Room 115 

A NEW GROUP/CLASS/FELLOWSHIP FORMS  
Bob and Vicky Jordan are hosting a new gathering of 
parents who have children in our Nursery and Kids 
Min programs. We will meet during the 10:10 hour on 
Sunday mornings in the Gathering Space starting Sep 
19. Come and join us! The purpose is to build 
connections and grow in our faith as our children are 
growing in theirs. 

CELEBRATING TEACHERS THIS SUNDAY! 
In our worship service this Sunday, we will give thanks 
to God for teachers and pray for their ministry. 
Whether you are a teacher serving in our Learning 
Center or in public and private schools in our 
community—from preschool through grad school—
we would love to praise God for you together and pray 
for your service in the coming year. Worship begins at 
9:00 a.m. 

YOUTH MINISTRY KICKS-OFF! 
- High School Youth Group 

7-9pm Sundays 

- Middle School Youth Group 

7-8:30pm Wednesdays 

- Youth Faith Training 

10:10-11am Sundays 

 
 

CHECK OUT A LIFE GROUP THIS FALL 
Sundays, 10:10am – Stuck Group 
Meets at Church (room 104) 
Contact: Ric Stuck – ric_stuck@comcast.net 

 
Mondays, 7pm – Vandermyde Group 
Meets at Karl and Tina Vandermyde’s house 
Contact:  Tina Vandermyde 
tinavandermyde@gmail.com 

 
Mondays, 7pm – Rollins Group 
Meets at Steve and Kathie Rollins’ house 
Contact: Kathie Rollins: 
kathieandsteve@sbcglobal.net 

 
Mondays, 7pm – Schell Group 
Meets at Peggy Robinson’s house  
Contact: Peggy Robinson – tnp1011@comcast.net 

 
Wednesdays, 11am – Holdham Group 
Meets on Zoom (email Kim for link) 
Contact: Kim Holdham – cjholdham@comcast.net 

PROVIDE A MEAL FOR DREAM CENTER RESIDENTS 
Basic: Once a month Northminster provides a meal 
for the residents of the Dream Center Shelter. Please 
consider participating in this great offering of love and 
support. For more details—and great support—call or 
text Mary Kerr (309.258.7302). 

Background: Northminster has been blessed to be 
able to provide meals and serve the residents of the 
Dream Center shelter for many years.  By God’s grace, 
we have faithfully been able to provide food, one way 
or another, all through COVID as well.  We either drop 
off food or make a donation to DC for the cost of the 
meal. We would love to get volunteers for October, 
November and December. We usually do the second 
Saturday of the month but that is flexible. It isn’t as 
daunting as it may seem to cook for 50. Grab some 
friends and put together a team to do a few hours of 
cooking and have fun.  

Please call or text Mary Kerr 309-258-7302 if you are 
interested in being a blessing in this way. 
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NEWS FROM THE TUESDAY MORNING GUYS 
This week the Tuesday morning group removed the 
remaining trees from the parking lot islands.  These 
trees were planted when the parking lot was built and 
were not able to develop a root system to continue to 
grow and flourish.   

Over the past few years several of the trees died and 
were removed.  The final few trees were not doing 
well.  It was decided to remove them.  The next step 
will be to remove the stumps and plan for upgrading 
the plantings in the spring. 

MEXICO MISSION TEAM NEWS 
Many of us who have participated in the Mexico 
Mission trips with YPM have heard Pastor Wilian’s 
explanation of purpose of this mission. Pastor Wilian 
describes this purpose as a three-legged stool. The 
three legs are medical, education, and spiritual (body, 
mind, and spirit) for the Mayan people living in the 
Yucatan Peninsula of Mexico. Each of these legs has 
equal importance, as you know, since it would not be 
stable otherwise. Since 2007, NPC has been able to 
address all three legs of this stool on our annual 
mission trips.  We have worked on the water plant that 
provides clean water for the Mayan communities, an 
essential part of good hygiene. We have also worked 
on building facilities at the university that recently 
held its first graduation. Finally, we have been blessed 
to work with our Mayan brothers and sisters on 4 
churches in Mayan communities. 

The Mexico Mission Team is planning two weeklong 
trips for 2022. The first week, January 11-18, 2022, is 
currently full. But the second week January 18 – 25, 
2022 has room for additional members. We most 
likely will be continuing work at the university on the 
second classroom building or an outdoor pavilion.  

For additional information please contact Jim Wittmer 
(309) 265-1148. 

Note: At the request of the Mexico Mission Team the 
Session recently approved the request to require all 
Mexico Mission Trip participants going on NPC 
sponsored trips to be fully vaccinated for Covid-19.  
There are two main reasons for this requirement.  First, 
many of our neighbors living in the Yucatan do not 

have access to medical treatment should they get sick.  
Second, we live in very close quarters at the mission 
base, and we need to take all precautions for each 
other’s health. 

WHEN YOU OR OTHERS NEED HELP 
If you or someone you know is suffering (e.g. tested 
Covid-positive, in need of resources, desires prayer, 
under quarantine, lonely, afraid, etc.), please contact 
Pam Garner (309.453.9928) or Bob Jordan 
(402.943.8218).  
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