
To: The Members and Friends of Northminster 
From: Bob Jordan, Lead Pastor  May 5, 2021 
 

 

FIRST WORDS …  

John 14:16-17 

“And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another Helper, to be with you forever, even the 
Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 
because it neither sees him nor knows him. You 

know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.” 

 

What an amazing declaration! In these two verses we 
receive encouragement and command, assurance 
and empowerment. What greater blessing can we 
receive than to know that God’s very Spirit dwells in 
us?! What could more effectively call us to whole-life 
obedience?! The Spirit assures us of salvation and 
empowers us to work our salvation out with fear and 
trembling. In these two verses we find reason for joy 
and peace and clarity for life and direction. We are 
sons and daughters of God, indwelt by God’s very 
Spirit! 

 

INTRODUCING NATHAN RODRIGUEZ 
Our prayers have been 
answered in abundance! We 
are excited to introduce to you 
our new Worship Leader 
Nathan Rodriguez.  

Nathan has a heart for Christ 
and for empowering others to 

worship our Lord through song and music. Having 
graduated from Azusa Pacific University in 2019 with 
a degree in Music and Worship, Nathan has 
experience in leading worship services with his voice 
as he accompanies himself on the piano. With a 
commitment to sharing ministry, he looks forward to 
working with singers and musicians throughout our 
congregation as we share in praise before God. 

Our search team began its journey to finding Nathan 
in November 2019. Eventually working with the 
recruiting firm The Shepherd’s Staff, the team became 
aware of Nathan’s interest in joining us in ministry and 
mission. Several long distance conversations led to an 
onsite visit, during which Nathan led a worship service, 

held a practice with the praise team, and interacted 
with folks from throughout our congregation. The 
decision to extend an offer was unanimous, and we 
are looking forward to what God will do in our 
partnership in the coming years.  

In addition to leading worship from the front of the 
room, Nathan also arrives with knowledge and 
experience on the technical side—including sound 
and live streaming. 

Nathan’s first day will be June 1. Please plan on getting 
to know him and even answering his calls to serve in 
some aspect of our Music Ministries!  

 
JOS’ BIBLE STUDY (Thursdays@7:00 p.m.): 

Jesus’ Post-Resurrection Appearances   

Thursday nights at 7:00 pm. starting April 29. 
Participate either onsite or via Zoom 

Email Jos with questions and to let her know you 
would like to attend: joss@northminster.us.  

 

GREG’S BIBLE STUDY (Sundays@10:00 a.m.): 

Who then is this? The Gospel of Mark and the 
Crisis of Faith – 

Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m.  
Participate either onsite or via Zoom 

Email Jos with questions and to let her know you 
would like to attend Greg’s class: 
joss@northminster.us. 

 

HELP NEEDED: JOIN OUR LIVE STREAM TEAM! 
If you are tech minded we truly need your help. We 
are forming a tech team to run our live stream on 
Sunday mornings. Training is provided. Be a part of 
spreading the gospel and serving people near and far. 
To find out more contact either Pastor Bob or Pastor 
Jos. 
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APPRECIATE A LEARNING CENTER TEACHER! 
This is Teacher Appreciation Week. Please consider 
communicating your appreciation to the teachers 
who minister the love of Christ to children and 
families as part of our Learning Center staff.  

You can email words of encouragement and gratitude 
to both Michelle Lundquist (NLC Director – 
michellel@northminster.us) and Jessica Stanton (NLC 
Associate Director – jessicas@northminster.us). They 
will make sure your thoughts are conveyed to the 
entire staff. 

 
A THANK YOU NOTE FROM KAREN RING 
I cannot begin to put into words my deep 
appreciation for all the people who came to my 
retirement party, sent cards, contributed to the love 
offering, and expressed their gratitude to me as I 
leave my job at Northminster. Many of you said that 
I have blessed you during my time at the church, and 
I believe that to be true, but my service to and with 
you has been such an incredible blessing to me! I 
think the Apostle Paul said it best in Philippians 1:3-
6, “I thank my God every time I remember you. In all 
my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 
because of your partnership in the gospel from the 
first day until now, being confident of this, that he 
who began a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”  

Thanks again! 

Your sister in Christ, Karen Ring 

 
JOIN NORTHMINSTER’S STAFF! 
With Karen’s retirement, we are looking for a caring, 
creative, computer savvy, Christ follower to serve as 
our Senior Communications/Administrative Assistant.  

The essential functions include:  

 Providing creative and administrative support for 
church communications (website, print materials, 
sermon slides, newsletters, etc.)  

 Providing administrative support for our pastors 
(calls, scheduling, reports, etc.} 

The ideal person will have a vibrant and active faith in 
Christ, a heart for Christian ministry, skills in graphic, 
written and oral communication, computer abilities 
and commitment to learn new software, someone 
who is flexible and adaptable, creative, detailed 
oriented and a self-starter.  

More information is available on our website. 
Resumes and cover letters may be emailed to 
applyNPC@northmister.us.  

 
 
LEARNING CENTER HIRING FOR SUMMER 
Do you enjoy working with kids? Are you a college 
student pursuing a degree in education? Are you a 
teacher looking for a summer job? We are seeking 
Summer Camp Teachers to provide excitement and 
learning all summer long to our school aged campers! 
We would love to expand our camp team at 
Northminster! Our camp provides a fun, active space 
for children in grades K-5th for 11 weeks of the 
summer. High school diploma required, experience 
preferred! Resumes now being accepted and may be 
sent to michellel@northminster.us.  
 
LISTENING TO CDC, IDPH, PCCHD AND … 
If you have been listening to the news, you may have 
heard the new guidance from the CDC regarding 
activities based on whether or not a person has been 
vaccinated. In addition, just this week our state and 
local authorities are hinting at a reduction in 
restrictions. What does this mean for Northminster? 

I often am asked about when we might return to our 
sanctuary for worship. I’m really glad that people ask 
me. It gives me the opportunity to assure them that 
our Session has been, is and will continue to remain 
on top of the data and trends in the community, the 
guidelines and recommendations from those in 
authority, and the pulse and wellbeing of our 
congregation. Even more they pay attention to 
Scripture and the guidance given there to leaders and 
to the responsibility they have to care for the whole 
of the congregation and for the community at large. 
The Session meets the third Tuesday of each month, 
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and pandemic protocols appear on the agenda 
whenever changes in data and guidance occur. 

How can you help? (I’m glad you asked!) Keep Jesus 
at the center. The things that glorify God in times of 
a pandemic are the same things that glorify God in 
non-pandemic times: love, humility, forbearance, 
patience, mutual encouragement, and doing 
everything—whether in word or in deed—in the 
name of Christ. Every day we get to show the world 
the goodness of God, reflected in how we live and 
how we love.  

 
WHEN YOU OR OTHERS NEED HELP 
If you or someone you know is suffering (e.g. tested 
Covid-positive, in need of resources, desires prayer, 
under quarantine, lonely, afraid, etc.), please contact 
Pam Garner (309.453.9928) or Bob Jordan 
(402.943.8218). 

 
USING THE BUILDING 
If you would like to use one of our rooms, please 
contact Keith Petran (keithp@northminster.us; 309-
691-6322) to reserve space. Keith will provide 
information on individual room usage. 
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