
To: The Members and Friends of Northminster 

From: Bob Jordan, Lead Pastor April 14, 2021 

FIRST WORDS …  
Jeremiah 29:10-14 (ESV) 

“For thus says the LORD:  

When seventy years are completed for Babylon,  

I will visit you, and I will fulfill to you my promise and 

bring you back to this place. For I know the plans I have 
for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for 

evil, to give you a future and a hope. Then you will call 

upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear you. 

You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with  

all your heart. I will be found by you, declares the LORD, 

and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all 

the nations and all the places where I have driven you, 
declares the LORD, and I will bring you back to the  

place from which I sent you into exile. 
 

I purposely italicized the more known portion of this passage 

from the book of Jeremiah. Often when people quote it or 

refer to it today, they seem to desire to convey that God will 

provide. And, yes, that is true. He will indeed provide. But in 

the original context, these words are given at the BEGINNING 
OF THE EXILE! “When seventy years are completed, I will visit 

you, and I will fulfill to you my promise …” SEVENTY YEARS!  
 

Our God is such a big God and completely good. I so often 

conceive of time as what seems long to me. Long to me is 

the time it takes my phone to reboot after a software update. 

Long to me is waiting for people to confirm through email 

when they are available to meet. SEVENTY YEARS!?! 
 

Thankfully it doesn’t look like this pandemic is going to last 

that long. And please—I am not equating Covid-19 with the 

exile to Babylon. Instead, this passage is a good reminder 

to me that no matter the dimensions of any hardship we 

might face, God through Christ has plans for us—for our 

welfare and not for evil, to give us a future and a hope. 
We do not know today the full ramifications of what the 

world faces in and through our current pandemic, but we 

do know the God who is with us to the very end. 

 

BIBLE STUDIES TO RESUME IN-PERSON  

Prior to the pandemic, both Jos Smolik and Greg Manship 

were leading Bible Studies—Jos on Thursday nights and 

Greg on Sunday mornings. They will both return to 
teaching their studies starting April 29th! 
 

◼ ◼   ◼ 

 

➢ Jesus’ Post-Resurrection Appearances – What was 

Jesus up to in the 40-ish days between his resurrection 

and ascension and what can we learn about how Jesus 

interacts with us today by seeing how he interacted 

with his disciples after his resurrection?  
 

This 4-week study, led by Jos, will meet at the church 

on Thursday nights at 7:00pm starting April 29th. 

Jos would love to know you are coming; email her at 

joss@northminster.us. Drop-ins are also welcome! 

➢ Who then is this? The Gospel of Mark and the Crisis 

of Faith – In the first of its kind, the Gospel of Mark 

confronts the world with the revelation of God that Jesus 

of Nazareth is the Messiah, the fulfillment of God’s 
promise of salvation, the one whose words and acts 

create a crisis of faith, forcing friends and foes alike to 

ask and answer the question, “Who then is this?”  

 

Greg Manship will lead this study starting May 2nd at 

the church on Sunday mornings at 10:00am following 

worship. Please email Jos Smolik with your intentions 

to attend so a proper space can be decided upon. 
Drop-ins are welcome too! 

 

◼ ◼   ◼ 
 

Remote Option Available for Both Studies!  

We are planning to make both classes available to those 

who would prefer to participate remotely. When emailing 

Jos for either class, simply indicate your preference for 

remote participation.  

 

 

 
LET’S CELEBRATE KAREN! 

 

Let’s celebrate and recognize 

Karen Ring for 25 years of 

service and dedication to 

Northminster Presbyterian 

Church. Save the date and 
register to attend today! We 

will gather throughout the 

afternoon of May 1st at the 

church—outside, weather 

permitting. We are asking 

people to sign up in advance 

to attend as part of our Covid-19 care policies. To sign up, 

click HERE.  

 
ALL WOMEN ARE INVITED 

The Women’s Bible Study will hold their annual picnic on 

May 4
th

 at 11:00am at the top of Grandview Drive. Bring 

your own lunch and chair and join in the fellowship. For 
more information contact Kim Holdham.  

 
WHEN YOU OR OTHERS NEED HELP 

If you or someone you know is suffering or needs help, 

please contact Pam Garner (309.453.9928) or Bob Jordan 

(402.943. 8218). 

 
USING THE BUILDING 

If you would like to use one of our rooms, please contact 

Keith Petran (309.6916322) to reserve space. Keith will 

provide information on individual room usage. 
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To: The Members and Friends of Northminster 

From: Bob Jordan, Lead Pastor April 14, 2021 

LEARNING TO LAMENT, LEARNING TO REPENT 

For this past Lenten season, I participated in the online 

devotional journey called An American Lent. It is a resource 

developed by the people who gather under the name 
Repentance Project. (I will post links below.) Over the next 

I-don’t-know-how-many weeks, I will share some of what 

I learned and am learning. And please know, I have much 

to learn. 

 

The devotional journey focused participants on the atrocities 

and continued ramifications of slavery in our country. Each 

day included an opening and closing prayer, a Scripture 
reading, a reflection, a response to consider, and a list of 

additional resources. 

 

I am choosing to bullet point some of what I discovered and 

rediscovered. The downside of this approach is that almost 

everything I write will probably require extra context or 

additional background. Thankfully the background and 

context remain available throughout the year on the 
Repentance Project’s website.  

 

Therefore, the upsides of this abbreviated approach win the 

day. These upsides include ease of writing and reading and 

not having to be fully baked before serving. Some of what 

I write will undoubtedly seem incredibly simple, maybe at 

times even overly simple. At other times, some might find 

the words controversial, maybe at times incredibly so. Since 
we are followers of Christ, however, our participation in—

to whatever extent it exists—and our response to racism 

in our country matters because it is part and parcel of our 

worship of God and our witness to Christ. And like you, I 

so wish my worship and witness to be clear and God-

honoring and reliable and fully biblical. 

And so without further ado … 

 
- Racism at its core is fundamentally a theological issue, 

one that the Bible speaks against in a number of places. 

From being created in the image of God (Gen 1:27) to 

sharing in heaven with people “from every nation, from 

all tribes and peoples and languages” (Rev. 7:9), the 

Bible teaches the incredible shared value of every 

human soul. 

- Racism at its core is not a political issue; it is a justice 

issue. When one people (or person) treat another 

people (or person) as lesser because of the color of 

their skin an injustice occurs. Again, the Bible speaks 
to this on many occasions. 

- Our country suffers the evil of racism in many overt 

and covert forms.  

- A person can generally see themselves as good and yet 

still intentionally and unintentionally participate in and 

propagate racist ways. 

- I have much to learn about the ongoing impact of 

racial injustices committed throughout the history and 
breadth of our country. My schooling growing up 

failed to teach me about race and racism in our 

country, especially about the ongoing policies and 

practices that have resulted in systemic favoritism 

toward people with skin similar to mine. 

- I have much to learn about how I have personally 

benefited from local and national policies that 

restricted the rights and privileges of others based 

solely on the color of their skin. 

That is enough for this week. If you read this far, you might 

be the only one. I know that there are others in our 

congregation that are also learning and growing in this 

area, and I am glad that I am not alone. There are no 

quick fixes, no easy solutions. Yet faith in Christ calls me 

to listen, to learn, and to love. God, help me. 

 
Here are the links I promised: 

The Repentance Project’s Main Page 

An American Lent devotional journey 

 

 

               

https://repentanceproject.org/index.php/an-american-lent/
https://repentanceproject.org/index.php/an-american-lent/

