
To: The Members and Friends of Northminster 

From: Bob Jordan, Lead Pastor January 20, 2021 

A Word from your pastor: 

 

FIRST WORDS (Three Weeks in a Row) …  

 
What is your ONLY comfort, in life and in death?  

That I belong—body and soul, in life and in death—

not to myself but to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ. 

At the cost of his own blood he has fully paid for all my 

sins and has completely freed me from the dominion of 

the devil. He protects me so well that without the will 

of my Father in heaven not a hair can fall from my 

head. Indeed, everything must fit his purpose for my 
salvation. Therefore, by his Holy Spirit, he also assures 

me of eternal life, and makes me wholeheartedly willing 

and ready from now on to live for him.  

Heidelberg Catechism Q/A 1 

 

NORTHMINSTER’S RESPONSE TO TIER 1 

Summary: 

◼ On Sunday, January 17th, Peoria moved from Tier 3 to 
Tier 1 Mitigation status. 

◼ Northminster Elders at their meeting yesterday decided 

to hold the course in terms of building use for at least 

the next two weeks. 

At their normal monthly meeting, your Elders considered how 

best to respond to Sunday’s change in Peoria’s Mitigation 

status. After interacting with one another and hearing each 

other’s perspectives, the Elders elected to stay the course 
regarding building usage for at least the next two weeks. 

This means that we will continue to host our worship services 

online through our YouTube channel and ask ministry teams 

and Life Groups to utilize online platforms when meeting. 
 

How Session Decides – I’ve heard people ask about how 

Session comes to their pandemic response decisions. Prior 

to meeting, the Elders have access to the Peoria City/County 
Health Department numbers and State designations and 

mandates. In addition, each Elder has their own personal 

experience to draw upon. Sometimes as Moderator, I’ll 

provide an initial recommendation in order to give the Elders 

a place from which to begin their discussion. Again as 

Moderator, my job is then to give every Elder the opportunity 

to speak and to hear each other well. While virtual meetings 

present their challenges, the Elders patiently interact with 
one another. It takes a little time, but through sharing and 

listening—in an atmosphere of prayer—the Session moves 

toward a consensus of thought and reaches its decision.  
 

We’re not alone in this important work. There are other 

congregations going through their own processes to discern 

what is wise. Some churches have continued to meet onsite 
with numbers far exceeding those described in the Restore 

Plan and in the Mitigation Tiers. Others haven’t met in person 

since last March.  

 
 

From my observations I assure you that your Elders take 

their responsibility seriously. In the midst of their discernment 

processes, I’ve heard considerable passion, consistent 

commitment to the health and wellbeing of our congregation 
and the broader community, and respectful disagreement 

of opinions, all in a pursuit of honoring and serving God. 

I’ve heard them talk about the physical, mental and spiritual 

costs associated with meeting—and not meeting—in 

person. 
 

Our Elders welcome your emails and calls. We have a shared 

commitment to listen to the congregation—a responsibility 
made a little tougher due to the ramifications of social 

distancing. Please feel free to reach out to any of the elders 

to ask questions, share thoughts, make requests, or simply 

to express gratitude. 
 

Northminster Elders 

 Adam Curry  Dan Loer  Debbie Kammueller 

 Gary Tupper  Joanna Stuck Joe Mason 
 Laura Amodio  Pam Russell Steve Rollins 

 Jos Smolik   Bob Jordan 

 

PARTICIPATE IN ECO’S NATIONAL GATHERING 

JAN 29-31 ONLINE Keith Petran 

If you’d like to sign up for our denomination’s Virtual 

National Gathering, we encourage you to do so HERE. There 

is no charge, but registration is required. We also would love 
to know that you are planning to attend so we can share 

together in conversation over what we’re hearing and 

experiencing. If you would please call or email me, I will 

make sure you get the Zoom link for special Northminster 

gatherings. If you’d prefer that I register you for the 

conference, I am happy to do so. Just call me, and I’ll get 

you registered. 

Friday Jan 29 
1:00 – 3:00  Pre-Conference 

5:00 – 6:15  Session 1 – Pete Scazzero 

6:30 – 8:00  Session 2 – Kelly Kannwisher 

 

Saturday Jan 30 

9:00 – 10:30  Session 3 – Daniel Yang 

10:45 - 12:45 Northminster Time (discussion) 
1:00 – 2:30  Session 4 – Efrem Smith 

3:00 – 4:30  Session 5 – Dana Allin 

 

Sunday Jan 31 

In addition to our normal worship playlist, we’ll also 

include a message provided by the denomination. 

 

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 
Blessings Bags – At the end of last year we collected items 

to be placed into bags that we could give people as we see 

them in need throughout the community. These “blessings 

bags” contain things like a warm hat, a small gift card for a 

hot meal, and other items that could be helpful to a person 
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in need. Last Sunday we gave out 18 bags to church families 

so they could distribute them in the community. If you would 

like a few bags to keep in your car so you can give them 

out when the opportunities arise, contact Karen Ring.  
 

Valentine Cookies [LeeAnn Glatz] – The Dream Center has 

asked us to help them in providing Valentine’s Day treats for 

the Dream Center Shelter residents. Whether you buy or 

bake cookies, we’d love for you to participate. Cookies may 

be dropped off at the church on Sunday, Feb 7 (9-11am) or 

Mon Feb 8 (5-7 pm).  Get out those heart-shaped cookie 

cutters! 
 

Celebrating Healthcare Heroes [Pam Garner] – Our 

Neighborhood Team is inviting us to share some love and 

to convey gratitude to those who provide care for us every 

day. We’re putting together candy bags to deliver to first 

responders and medical offices. If you’re willing, please 

consider donating a bag (or two!) of either Hershey Kisses 

or Hershey Hugs. A team will put them together in gift bags 
and deliver them on Friday, Feb 12. Drop off your bags of 

Kisses and Hugs Monday – Friday (9-11am; 1-3pm) by the 

Northminster Gym door starting Jan 25.  

 

WHAT’S GOING ON AT NORTHMINSTER 

I thought I’d share with you some of the ministry activities 

that are taking place throughout our congregation:  

◼ Preparation of the Annual Report 

◼ Formation of the Nominating Team 

◼ Kidsmin hosting two Zoom gatherings every Sunday 

morning at 10:00am 

◼ In addition to meeting online on Sundays and 

Wednesdays, our Youth Group connect throughout 

the week through social media 

◼ Our four Life Groups meet each week online 

◼ Our 21 Deacons write notes, send texts, mail cards, 
make phone calls and pray—all as a part of serving 

and caring for our congregation 

◼ Tuesday Women’s Bible Study meeting online 

◼ Our Mission Team keeps finding ways to engage all of us 

in God’s mission of love and justice in our community 

(see additional item in this update) 

◼ Preparation of giving statements 

◼ Development of Facebook posts 

◼ Recording of worship services 

◼ Preparing to Live Stream when we return to in person 

worship 

◼ Hosting Midweek Prayer 

◼ Completion of building projects by our Tuesday 

Morning crew 

◼ Teaching and sharing Christ with kids through our 
Learning Center ministry  

◼ Pastoral care calls to those who are hurting or in need 

◼ Serving on our denomination’s Theological Team (Jos) 

◼ Serving on our presbytery’s Council (Jos) 

Even in forming this list, I’m sure I’m missing many items. I 
know we’ll soon work on something for our Great Banquet 

community this spring and that many of our Great Banquet 

small groups are meeting weekly. Please feel free to share 

with me other activities you know of. 

 

VACCINATION INFORMATION 

If you have questions about when a vaccination might be 

available for you or how to sign up for a vaccine, Peoria City/ 
County Health Department has a dedicated WEB PAGE with 

helpful information. In addition, if you’re struggling to get 

the information you need, feel free to contact Pam Garner, 

Northminster’s Coordinator of Care. Pam will be monitoring 

the vaccination rollout and will be glad to help you get 

the information you require. 

 

SPECIAL LEARING CENTER REGISTRATION 
There will be a special registration time for members of 

Northminster on January 29th. Information and  paperwork 

is available through our website. To speak to a staff member 

call 309.691.6322. 

 

WHEN YOU OR OTHERS NEED HELP 

If you or someone you know is suffering (e.g. tested Covid- 

positive, in need of resources, desires prayer, lonely, afraid, 
under quarantine, etc.), please contact Pam Garner (309.453. 

9928) or Bob Jordan (402.943.8218). 
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