
To: The Members and Friends of Northminster 

From: Bob Jordan, Lead Pastor November 25, 2020 

FIRST WORDS … 1 Chronicles 16:8 
Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; make known 
his deeds among the peoples!   
 

What is there to be thankful for this year? 
life ◼ salvation in Christ ◼ forgiveness ◼ friends ◼ God’s grace 
◼ answered prayers ◼ the presence of God’s Spirit ◼ family 
◼ safety ◼ food ◼ generosity of others ◼ promise of eternity 
with God ◼ places to sleep ◼ Zoom/Facetime/etc. ◼ God’s 

makers ◼ kindnesses we’ve received ◼ sunshine ◼ rain ◼ jobs 
◼ access to resources ◼ teachers ◼ puzzles ◼ podcasts ◼ our 
church ◼ patience of others ◼  Deacons calling and praying 
◼ God’s wisdom ◼ our congregation ◼ our Elders ◼ healings 
◼ mask makers ◼ faith ◼ hope ◼ love … 

 
EXPRESS GRATITUDE THIS THANKSGIVING 
Many of us will experience a different kind of Thanksgiving 
holiday this year. There might be fewer folks around our 
tables, not as much food being served up, and maybe not 
as many laughs being shared. Yet we each have it in our 
power to choose gratitude.  
 

Over the next couple of days, I encourage you to text, email 
or call someone and let them know how grateful you are 
for them. Consider sharing a specific story in which your 
encounter with that person had a positive impact on you. 
Express to them what you find admirable about them.  
 

My mom shared with me on the phone yesterday that she 
had received just such a call from out of the blue. She didn’t 
recognize the number, the caller’s voice or the name when 
it was shared. The caller relayed to my mom how they had 
met a number of years ago when my mom was visiting 
people in prison, and how she had shared Christ with him. 
Now that he has his freedom, he chose to contact my mom, 
having gotten her number from his own mother, whom my 
mom knew through a Bible study. His call brought tears to 
my mom’s eyes and blessed her deeply as he shared about 
his faith in Christ and the difference it has made. She was 
cautious in sharing the story as she didn’t want to bring 
attention to herself; she was just so blessed. 
 

Gratitude can be a contagious thing too. One expression 
of thanks can prompt someone else to also reach out and 
express gratitude. Some have even described gratitude as 
the gateway to joy. The gift of hearing another person’s 
sincere gratitude for you opening the door for joy, and then 
the experience of joy prompting even more expressions 
of thankfulness. 
 

I know that I’m thankful for our congregation. You have 
shown such generosity to me and patience and love. Of 
the many things I’m thankful for in our partnership and 
friendship has been your continued willingness to learn and 
to grow in Christ and to represent God’s love to others. 
Being Christian today isn’t always easy. The world has been 
changing at hyper speed, calling into question many things 
that the Church has long valued. The pull of culture can be 
so strong and the tensions so intense. I’m grateful for those 
times when we have chosen Christ, his love, and his mission.  
 

I’m also grateful that in Christ we are one; we are the body 
of Christ, his Church, the people of God.  

NORTHMINSTER SHOWS THE LOVE! 
The response to our Thanksgiving Food Drive and our 
Blessings Bags has been outstanding. We were able to fill 
49 food boxes to give away to those who could use a dose 
of specialness in their Thanksgiving holiday. We’ve also filled 
100 Blessings Bags to give to people who are experiencing 
some form of homelessness this season. Praise God for the 
outpouring of love! 
 

In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that 
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father 
who is in heaven.  Jesus Christ, Mt 5:16 
 
SPREAD THE LOVE INTO DECEMBER 
We have two ongoing mission opportunities available to us 
right now: 
 

◼ The Giving Tree – please consider sponsoring one or 
more foster children this year through making their 
Christmas a little special. In non-pandemic years, we host 
a tree in the entryway of the church with tags identifying 
children by their ages, gift ideas and sizes. This year, the 
tags are all online. Select some tags today! For more 
information click HERE. 

◼ Cookie Baking Kits - Our partners at the Dream Center 
are passionate about respecting the dignity of each 
person they serve and creating opportunities for special 
moments. Their Cookie Baking Kits are a great example. 
If you would like to find out how you can help give 
someone the gift of a Christmas tradition click HERE. 

 

When to drop-off gifts and baking supplies at the church:  
Sunday, Nov 9   9:00am – 10:00am 
Monday, Nov 30  5:00pm – 7:00pm 
Wednesday, Dec 2 5:00pm – 7:00pm 
Sunday, Dec 6  9:00am – 10:00am 

 

Alternatively, feel free to call the church office to arrange a 
time that might work better for you. 
 
YOUR HELP NEEDED FOR LIVE NATIVITY 
Our theme this Advent is Share the Story. One of the key 
ways we’ll share the story is through hosting a drive-by 
Live Nativity for the whole community. We’re committed 
to following all Tier 3 Mitigations, making participation safe 
for the crew and the guests. Your help is needed! We’ll be 
working in household teams. If your household (household = 
1 or more people) would be willing, we’re in need of people 
to construct, “act” out the various parts (if you can stand or 
sit while wearing a mask you’re good to go!), and break things 
down after the event concludes. Operating in household 
units and wearing masks and watching distances will allow 
us to respect the State’s Mitigations. Please contact Tina 
and Karl Vandermyde today. 
 
WHEN YOU OR OTHERS NEED HELP 
The Covid-19 numbers are on the rise in our community. If 
you or someone you know is suffering (e.g. tested Covid-
positive, in need of resources, desires prayer, under quarantine, 
lonely, afraid, etc.), please contact Pam Garner (309.453.9928) 
or Bob Jordan (402.943.8218). 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d44a8af2faaf85-giving
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/b6/b6606483-ccf2-4fb9-a9ca-31006202e04c/documents/Cookie_Kits.pdf
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To: The Members and Friends of Northminster 

From: Bob Jordan, Lead Pastor November 25, 2020 

PICK UP AN ADVENT WREATH TODAY 
One of the traditions that our congregation has 
used in our celebration of Christ’s birth is the 
lighting of the Advent wreath. This year as we 
are worshipping remotely, I encourage you to 
pick up an Advent wreath for your home. They are 
available through a number of online retailers. 
We also have a limited number of advent wreath 
holders and candles available at the church. 

Simply contact the church office to arrange a time to pick 
one up.  
 
THE WORLD’S BASIC NEED FOR  

EDUCATION 
One of the better things we can do in our efforts to represent 
the love of Christ in our hurting world is to become informed 
on real world situations. Opening ourselves to new information 
can help us overcome any incorrect assumptions and ill-
informed behaviors we’ve harbored.   
 

Education has shown to be a life-changing force in developing 
countries. Health goes up and crime comes down. Communities 
grow and develop as the un-empowered become more 
empowered.  
 

If you or someone you know is in the teaching profession—
or considering becoming a teacher—there are opportunities 
to use your gifts in the mission field. Follow the links below 
to discover more about these opportunities.  
 

Ask a Missionary  
Teach Beyond 
Special Hope Network 

 

Our Basic Needs mission team exists to help connect the rest 
of us to real human need in the world. This month’s topic is 
“Education.” How might God use you to empower education 
in the world (prayer, generosity, leadership, volunteering, etc.)? 
 
RESPONDING TO TIER 3 MITIGATIONS 
Northminster’s commitments to representing the love of 
Christ and to following the teachings of Scripture have 
guided the Session in its discernment of our pandemic 
protocols throughout 2020. With the Governor’s announcement 
of Tier 3 Mitigations statewide, Session has temporarily 
suspended on-campus activities, including Sunday morning 
worship services. Here’s what this means for us … 
 

◼ As we did earlier this year, we will record our sermons 
and provide worship playlists early on Sunday mornings. 
Look for an email in your inbox this coming Sunday with 
a link to our YouTube channel. 

◼ Our Deacons will continue their ministry of care and 
connection, sending texts, emails and cards and making 
phone calls—all to extend the love of Christ. I encourage 
you to reach back out to your Deacon too, whether to 
simply say “hi” or to share a prayer concern or a need 
for support. If you do not know who your Deacon is, 
please contact Pam Garner. 

◼ Ministry continues throughout our congregation. This 
includes ministries like Life Groups, Kid Groups, and 
Middle School and High School groups. We’ll make use 
of Zoom and other online platforms to be church with 
and for each other as well as to the world beyond our 
church.  

◼ While our Sunday morning protocols have provided for 
a fairly safe gathering of our congregation, especially in 
light of the wonderful commitment everyone has shown 
to caring for one another, the government is asking that 
meetings and gatherings not occur. The phrase being 
used is “If you don’t need to do it, don’t.” We absolutely 
need to worship, we just don’t necessarily need to do it 
gathered together in larger numbers. Please consider 
joining a Life Group. Our group leaders are now wizards 
at using Zoom and can help anyone who wishes to learn 
how to connect. Even if you prefer not to meet via Zoom, 
I encourage you to join a Life Group at least for this 
season. Your willingness to connect will give others the 
joy of fellowship with you. For more information or to 
sign up with a Life Group send me an email. 

◼ What do these changes mean for Christmas Eve services? 
If the State rescinds their Tier 3 Mitigations in the next 
month or so, Session will revisit the question of onsite 
gatherings.  If the Mitigations remain, then we’ll work to 
provide meaningful ways of celebrating Christ’s birth 
together without the need to gather onsite. 

◼ Staying connected is vitally important for God’s children 
(John 13:24-35; Col 3:12-17; Heb 10:24-25). In this regard, 
the first question we ask isn’t whether we need to connect, 
but whom would God have me call, email, text or Zoom? 
God has always intended his children to represent the 
way of Christ to the world (Gen 12:1-3; Isa 42:6-7; Mat 
5:14-16). Your willingness to care for others around you, 
to step into even awkward situations and navigate toward 
meaningful fellowship, will proclaim the love and grace 
and way of Christ to a watching world. 

◼ Of course if you need anything—prayer, errands run, 
additional support—please do not hesitate to contact 
Pam Garner, your Deacon, the church office 
(309.691.6322; messages are checked and calls are 
forwarded), or me. 

◼ Our Learning Center ministry will continue to remain 
open, following the strict IDPH and DCFS guidelines.  

◼ We’re reworking our approach to the Live Nativity so 
that all Tier 3 Mitigations are followed (see below). 

 
 

Northminster Presbyterian Church ◆ 309.691.6322 ◆ www.northminster.us 

https://askamissionary.com/professional-skills/education-degree/
https://teachbeyond.org/
https://specialhopenetwork.org/
https://coronavirus.illinois.gov/s/restore-illinois-mitigation-plan
mailto:pamg@northminster.us
mailto:bobj@northminster.us
mailto:pamg@northminster.us
mailto:bobj@northminster.us
http://www.northminster.us

