
FIRST WORDS 

I encourage you to read these lyrics from the hymn, My 

Hope Is Built on Nothing Less, slowly and reflectively. 
They come from a 19th century hymn by Edward Mote. 

What strikes me is the informed, willful, and celebrated 

dependence on Christ. 

My hope is built on nothing less 

than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 

I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 

but wholly lean on Jesus' name. 

When darkness veils his lovely face, 
I rest on his unchanging grace; 

in ev'ry high and stormy gale, 

my anchor holds within the veil. 

His oath, his covenant, his blood 

support me in the whelming flood; 

when all around my soul gives way, 

he then is all my hope and stay.  

When he shall come with trumpet sound, 
O may I then in him be found, 

dressed in his righteousness alone, 

faultless to stand before the throne. 

On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 

all other ground is sinking sand, 

all other ground is sinking sand. 

 

WHAT A KICKOFF! 

We kicked off our fall season of ministry this past Sunday 

under a beautiful sky with bright sunshine. Our first two 

services were packed to capacity, so we added a third 

service which was also well attended. An amazing team of 
ministry leaders worked to set up the parking lot in front 

of the Trinity Room. Worshippers received individualized 

communion elements as they entered the space and 

enjoyed conversation with each other before and after the 

services. Jos Smolik and Hannah Roberts sang a couple 

of songs over us and led us in worship. The McBee, Nudd 

and Stier families officially became Covenant Partners of 

Northminster. For our sermon, we studied James 2:14-26, 
a teaching on checking our faith, making sure it’s the kind 

that works. At the end of each service, Tim Cunningham 

led us all in singing Amazing Grace. A huge shout out to 

all those who helped and those who participated! 

 

INVEST IN YOUR FAITH 

One of the best things an adult can do in our congregation 
to grow their faith is to participate in one of our Life Groups. 

These groups, which have figured out creative ways to 

meet under pandemic conditions, provide the right context 

for asking questions, getting to know others better, and 

learning to apply faith to our everyday lives. Consider 

giving the experience a six-week trial run. We believe 

you’ll find not only the support that helps grow your faith, 

but that God uses you to help others grow too. Sign up 

today by emailing Bob Jordan (bobj@northminster.us). 

 

KIDS MIN ZOOMS THIS SUNDAY 

Our Sunday programming for kids will continue via Zoom 

this Sunday. We return to our Gospel Project for Kids 

curriculum, with a focus on the life and ministry of Jesus. 
Age appropriate, half-hour, online Kid Groups will be 

provided each Sunday at 10:00 a.m. for grades pre-K to 

5th grade. For a Zoom link or other information email 

kidsmin@northminster.us.  

 

FIVE FRESHMEN BAPTIZED IN BACKYARD POOL! 
This past Sunday five members of our youth ministry 
confessed their faith in Jesus Christ as their Lord and 

Savior and received the sacrament of Baptism.  

L to R: Pastor Jos, Carley Garner, Katelyn Winslow, Lyza 
Sletten, Charlie Serrahn, and Dawson Young. 

 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY, TUESDAYS @ 9:00 

This fall the Women’s Bible Study will use Philip Yancey’s 

book Finding God in Unexpected Places to guide their 

study of Scripture. The group meets in Room 310. Masks 

are required in keeping with our building policies. For 
details, contact Kim Holdham (cjholdham@comcast.net) 

or Pat Hegwood (p.hegwood@comcast.net).  

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE SULLIVANS 

The Ron Sullivan family would like to thank everyone for 

their emotional and financial support for Ron’s Avengers 
during the ALS walk held on Saturday.  It was such a 

wonderful outpouring of love.  If you couldn’t be part of 

this day and would like to participate financially you may 

do so by going to the ALS website (www.als.org).  

Love you all, 

Ron, Kathy, Christine, Kurtis, Jacob, and Lauren   
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SESSION MET ON TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
TH

 

At its regularly scheduled meeting this past Tuesday, the 

Session (Northminster’s Board of Elders), continued their 
discernment of what God is calling us to in the coming 

year. The elders also reviewed ministry reports and 

heard an update on finances. Regarding the latter, Steve 

Rollins, Admin Team Chair, shared that our financial 

position remains strong due to the continued generosity 

of the congregation. Our Learning Center ministry is 

benefiting from a government grant that makes up a 

significant difference between income and expenses 
during this time of a global pandemic. The financial goal 

of our Learning Center has been to break even each 

year; the grant is helping us achieve this goal. Members 

of our Session include Laura Amodio, Adam Curry, Rev. 

Bob Jordan, Debbie Kammueller, Dan Loer, Joe Mason, 

Steve Rollins, Pam Russell, Rev. Jocelyn Smolik, Joanna 

Stuck, and Gary Tupper. Jon Hegwood serves as Clerk. 

 

GROWING OUR AWARENESS OF HUNGER 

Our Basic Needs mission team exists to help connect the 

rest of us to real human need in the world. This month’s 

topic is “Hunger.” Consider how God would have you 

participate to address hunger in the world (prayer, generosity, 
leadership, volunteering, etc.).  

 

Number of “Food Insecure” Children  

Living in PEORIA COUNTY: 

7860 
Food insecure children are those children living in house
-holds experiencing food insecurity, which is defined by 

the USDA as a “lack of access, at times, to enough food 

for an active, healthy life for all household members and 

limited or uncertain availability of nutritionally adequate 

foods.”* 

Investigate hunger for yourself: 

To find out about hunger in Peoria County: 

https://map.feedingamerica.org/county/2017/child/
illinois/county/peoria 

To discover ways to get involved locally: 

www.midwestfoodbank.org/locations/peoria-il 

To learn about global hunger: 

www.actionagainsthunger.org 

* https://map.feedingamerica.org/county/2017/child/

illinois/county/peoria 
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