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FIRST WORDS 

Vicky and I are dumbfounded every August when 

stores begin stocking coats and sweaters for the fall. 

Don’t they know that it’s still hot outside and that 

some of us drip mustard and barbeque sauce on our 

summer clothes? What good is a fleece going to do 

me when I really just need a tee shirt?! 

And yet, there is probably wisdom in using this time 

to start thinking about the coming season. Those who 

went on vacation will be returning home, kids will be 

gearing up for school—whether on-site or online, and 

yes, in a month or six weeks it will be getting cooler. 

Please take this opportunity to consider how you will 

be answering each of the following questions this fall. 

WILL YOU EMBRACE YOUR TRUE IDENTITY? 

Metaphysical questions can be obnoxious—I get it. 

“Why can’t the pastor ask me about my golf game or 

what kind of beer I like to drink?” Instead I start off this 

list of questions by asking you about your true 

identity!  

Christianity is fundamentally about the relationship 

between you and God, a relationship that is only 

possible through Jesus Christ. In this relationship 

every Christian takes on a new identity: saved, loved, 

gathered, gifted, called, and sent. In Christ we have 

become the children of God, and this identity changes 

everything. We no longer march to our own beat. In 

fact, the extent to which we continue to march to our 

own beat is called sin. Conversely, as we are 

overwhelmed by God’s love we are both free and 

bound to live by God’s covenant with us. We are light 

and salt, witnesses, servants, a holy priesthood. Will 

you embrace your true identity this fall? One of the 

best and most accessible ways for people to grapple 

with and live into their new identity at Northminster is 

to join one of our Life Groups. 

WHAT WILL YOU DO TO MOVE “IN”? 

Jesus’ primary way of living out his identity was simply 

to treat people as friends and to love them. It’s the 

very way we’re called to live out our identity too. 

Christianity is fundamentally social.  

At Northminster we talk about moving IN, UP and 

OUT. In moving IN, we affirm our social identity. There 

is no such thing as lone-wolf Christianity or rugged 

individualism Christianity. So important is the social 

dynamic to Christianity that the Bible teaches it from 

beginning to end—from creation to the day of Christ’s 

return. We are a gathered people, but to be a people 

effectually, each of us must build friendships that 

minister the love of Christ. What will you do this fall to 

move IN? One of the best and most accessible ways 

to move IN at Northminster is to participate in one of 

our Life Groups. 

WHAT WILL YOU DO TO MOVE “UP”? 

Being a follower of Christ is to enter a relationship that 

is fundamentally transformative. It’s what’s behind our 

focus this year to Expect to Grow. The way it works is 

simple: we take in and apply the teachings of the Bible, 

trusting God to transform us into the image of Christ. 

Our role in moving UP then is to learn and live God’s 

word. What will you do this fall to move UP? One of 

the best and most accessible ways to move UP at 

Northminster is to participate in one of our Life 

Groups.  

WHAT WILL YOU DO TO MOVE “OUT”?  

Others have said it before: God’s Church doesn’t have 

a mission; God’s mission has a Church. Christianity is 

fundamentally missional. God establishes his children 

as a light to the nations. “The nations” include people 

living in your neighborhood who don’t currently 

attend a church. Living as “light” includes caring for 

our communities and communities around the world 

so that Christ is proclaimed in words and in actions 

and God gets the glory. We have partners in mission, 

and we often provide opportunities to serve alongside 

our partners. These opportunities are great ways to 

receive a little training so that we can live God’s 

mission every day. What will you do this fall to move 

OUT? One of the best and most accessible ways at 

Northminster to learn how to live as salt and light is to 

participate in one of our Life Groups. 

HOW TO JOIN A NORTHMINSTER LIFE GROUP 

Send me an email (bobj@northminster.us). Due to 

social distancing requirements, our Life Groups are 

meeting mostly via Zoom, which means if you have 

any kind of phone you’re ready to participate.  
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