
To: The Members and Friends of Northminster 

From: Bob Jordan, Lead Pastor  July 15, 2020 
 

 

UPDATES ON OUR MISSION PARTNERS 

Northminster has a long history of partnering for the 

cause of Christ with local, regional, national and 

international mission agencies. Leading the way for the 

rest of us are our four mission teams: Neighborhood 

Ministries (Pam Garner); Dream Center Peoria (LeeAnn 

Glatz); YPM Mexico Mission (Jim Wittmer); and Basic 

Needs Ministries (Open). I’ve asked each of the leaders 

to provide an update on how our mission partners are 

doing in the midst of the global pandemic.  

 

NEIGHBORHOOD MINISTRIES 

The Neighborhood Mission Team over the past few 

years has hosted a July 4th Neighborhood Bike Parade. 

As this event tends to put team members and 

neighbors in close proximity, we put it on hold until 

our state moves into Phase 5 of its Restore plan. Just 

because we don’t have an organized event, however, 

doesn’t mean ministry to neighbors isn’t happening. 

In fact, it just may be that there is more ministry taking 

place to our neighbors than ever before. 

When we first put together the Neighborhood Team, 

the strategy was to utilize planned events (1) to 

represent the love of Christ to neighbors living around 

the church and (2) to give Northminster members an 

opportunity to see what sharing Christ’s love in a 

casual, friendship way with others can look like. With 

our current pandemic, we’re hearing all kinds of 

stories of our church family thinking about their 

neighbors and reaching out to them with genuine care 

and love. Whether it’s running errands for people who 

are at greater health risk, talking with folks during a 

daily walk, linking people to our weekly online worship 

services or hosting bring-your-own-chair-and-

beverage driveway chats, our current situation is 

ample with opportunities to be God’s person to those 

in need of his love.  

Share your own stories of “neighbor care.” Feel free to 

email them to Pam (pamg@northminster.us). 

 

DREAM CENTER PEORIA 

During this time of staying at home and social 

distancing, the Dream Center has remained active and 

has been serving needs in our community. The Shelter 

has been open to house homeless families throughout 

the pandemic, keeping them safe with a roof over 

their heads and safe from the virus. The Hope Store 

has been closed but will reopen on July 18th for the 

first time since March. For a time, the DCP building 

was closed to all except the residents of the Shelter 

and the Village, but now a very small group of children 

are attending Summer Camp. These children are 

working on catching up on their reading and math 

skills in order to be ready for school in the fall. Many 

families in our community were provided food 

through some of the roughest times. Recently a new 

program has been started to offer showers and clean 

clothes to men from the streets. The Dream Center is 

impacting families living in poverty, starting with 

children and youth. 

There are a number of ways that you can help. Many 

precautions are taken for the volunteers during this 

time of uncertainty. When you enter the building, you 

must wear a mask and your temperature will be taken. 

Social distancing will be observed as well. So if you are 

wishing to step out and begin to serve once again, 

please take note of the following opportunities: 

▪ Summer Camp DCP is looking for volunteers 

available from either 10:00 a.m. to noon or 1:00 p.m. 

to 2:30 p.m. weekdays until the end of July. You can 

volunteer as much or as little as you would like. 

Volunteers will work with students one-on-one to 

help them with reading, math, etc. If you haven't had 

a DCP background check, one will be required. Sign 

up at this LINK. 

▪ Backpack Peoria To volunteer click this LINK. 

▪ Shelter Meals Northminster continues to provide one 

meal each month for the residents of the Shelter. For 

information about this opportunity, contact Mary 

Kerr at 309-258-7302. 

 

mailto:pamg@northminster.us
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0e49aeaa28a4f58-summer1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0e49aeaa28a4f58-backpack
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YPM MEXICO MISSION 

The community served by YPM, our mission partners 

in the Yucatan Peninsula, has been experiencing the 

full weight of the Coronavirus. The economic impact 

is particularly harsh, with so many dependent on the 

tourism industry. The virus has also taken the life of 

one of YPM’s students. Please continue to keep YPM, 

its ministries and community, and its leaders Wilian 

and Erly and their family in your prayers. For the latest 

update for YPM’s response to the Covid-19 go to 

www.ypmusa.org and click on the Covid-19 Update 

banner. 

Planning for the January 2021 Mexico Mission trip has 

begun. All plans will be contingent on health and 

safety protocols and the spread of the pandemic in 

Mexico. We have 27 that have expressed interest, and 

at this point we are planning for three separate one-

week trips. For more information email Jim Wittmer at 

jimwittmer@comcast.net. 

 

BASIC NEEDS 

Our Basic Needs mission team keeps its eyes and ears 

open for needs popping up around the globe. As needs 

are discerned, the team links the rest of us to real 

world ways that we can appropriately and wisely get 

involved. Even before the global pandemic hit, many 

in the world were facing life-threatening challenges 

ranging from lack of food and water, homelessness, 

extreme poverty, shortage of adequate health care, and 

the list goes on and on. In the process of connecting 

Northminster to these needs, the team also seeks to 

educate all of us on the extent of the challenges 

people are facing and on the better, more helpful ways 

to respond. If you’re interested in serving on this team, 

please contact Bob Jordan (bobj@northminster.us). 

 

YOUR INVOLVEMENT MATTERS 

If you would like to discover more about one of our 

mission partners or to participate in some of their 

ministries or on Northminster’s teams in support of 

their ministries, please either contact the team leader 

directly or send me an email and I’ll be glad to get you 

connected. 

 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 

come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Peoria 

and in all of Central Illinois and North America, and to 

the ends of the earth. (Acts 1:8 with a little contextual 

modification) 
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