
 

Sermon Notes     November 20, 2022 
Yes! We’re Open – Communal Discernment (Acts 15:1-21) 
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Reflection –  

1. For each of the following discuss whether or not you agree with 

the statement and then apply what you gleaned from this week’s 

passage to the situation described in each statement. 

a. Intra-church conflict is more common than uncommon. 

b. Often, conflict in the church is more about personal 

preferences. 

c. When in conflict, churches tend to turn to scripture and 

humbly let it speak into their situation. 

d. Most people in churches have a clear sense of what the Holy 

Spirit is up to and are willing to submit to him, so conflict is 

easily addressed and resolved. 

e. God can and does use church conflict for the faith formation 

of his people. 

f. God desires all church conflict to result in unity above all 

other things. 

Action – 

1. Devote time each day this week to talk with God about your 

own approach to church conflict and to conflict in churches in 

general. If there are past experiences of conflict in your church 

life, reflect on how God would have you address the 

relationships that were a part of that conflict. Act in response to 

God’s leading. 

2. Read and reflect on the following passages and how they apply 

to responding to conflict within the church: Romans 12:9-21; 

Colossians 3:12-17; Mark 12:31; Matthew 18:15-20, 21-35; 

Philippians 2:1-11; 1 John 4:7-12; and 1 Thessalonians 5:12-22. 

Pray – If studying in a group, pray for one another and for each 

other’s spiritual growth throughout the coming week. 



 Sermon Study Guide   

Begin with Prayer – Father, with an expectation that you will use this 

study to grow me/us more into the image of your Son, I/we open our 

hearts and minds to your Spirit. Amen. 

Follow Up on A Vision that Changed the Church Inside and Out   

(Acts 10:1-48) What thoughts, questions, actions, etc. resulted in 

your life this past week as an outflow of last week’s sermon study? 

Sermon Series: Yes! We’re Open – God is alive and active. From 

before creation to the fullness of eternity, God reigns and acts and 

reveals. It is this latter work, God’s revelation, that is at the heart of 

our current sermon series. We will examine the revelatory nature of 

God through the stories of the early church found in Acts 1-15. Our 

goal will be to grow in our own openness toward God’s leading, 

guiding, and revealing work in our own lives. 

Sermon’s Main Point –  

Yes! We’re Open: Communal Discernment    

The liberated Church of Jesus Christ continually remains open to 

his leadership. 

Begin – Choose from the following questions to begin thinking 

about the study’s topic. 

1. Would you rather win every argument but have a reputation as a 

total jerk or lose every argument and have a reputation as being 

incredibly kind? 

2. Are you a glass-half-full kind of person or a glass-half-empty? 

Why is this your default? What impact does your approach tend 

to have on your life and especially on how you handle conflict? 

3. When working in a group or a team and there is a conflict, what 

role do you tend to play? How are you typically received? What 

have you found to be most helpful in seeking shared agreement? 

4. How were disagreements dealt with in the home in which you 

grew up? What do you like about the way your family of origin 

handled disagreements? What don’t you like? If you could 

change one thing about how you currently handle 

disagreements, what would it be? 
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Yes! We’re Open: Communal Discernment Acts 15:1-21 

Grasping, Sharing, Learning and Appreciating 

1. Read Acts 15:1-21 and then analyze it according to the 

following questions:   

a. Who are the various parties involved in the disagreement 

described in our passage? 

b. What is the presenting problem? 

c. How major of a disagreement does the problem seem to 

be? 

d. What steps did the group take to address the problem? 

e. What stands out to you in the words which Peter shared? 

f. What stands out to you in the approach that Barnabas and 

Paul took? 

g. What stands out to you in the words James shared? 

h. Overall, what is your assessment of how the early church 

handled this significant challenge? 


