
 

Sermon Notes     September 25, 2022 
Embracing God’s Mission – Matthew 28:18-20 

 

Matthew 28:18-20 

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on 

earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 

commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of 

the age.”   
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Reflection –  

If you’re feeling intimidated by the thought of participating in God’s 

mission, you are not alone. Many Christians in our culture keep their 

faith to themselves—neither sharing the gospel with the lost nor 

helping a fellow Christian grow in obedience to the commands of 

Christ. Yet Jesus’ words of Matthew 28:18-20 still stand. As you 

consider the following questions, be encouraged to lean into Jesus 

and into both his absolute authority and his promise to be with you. 

1. How do you feel about sharing your faith? Which do you feel 

more comfortable with: witnessing for Christ through actions or 

through words? If actions, which of his commands do you 

intentionally follow in order to give witness to him? If you are 

more comfortable using words, which of his teachings do you 

tend to share most? 

2. What priority in your day-to-day life do you give currently to 

making disciples of Jesus? If Jesus were to come to you and talk 

to you about the priority you set for his mission, what might he 

say to you?  

3. Make a short list of the most important things to convey to an 

unbelieving world about Jesus. In what ways are your words 

and/or actions making these things clear to the people around 

you? What might you do differently to help make them clearer? 

4. Who are those Christians around you whom Jesus would have 

you help obey one of his commands? What might this look like 

in real life? How would your conversations with other Christians 

need to change so that you would better encourage others 

toward love and obedience? 

Action – 

1. Memorize Matthew 28:18-20. 

2. Make a list of a few non-Christians and Christians with whom 

you will intentionally share Christ and encourage obedience 

through your words and actions. Ask a friend to hold you 

accountable to following through. 

Pray – If studying in a group, pray for one another and for each 

other’s spiritual growth throughout the coming week. 



 Sermon Study Guide   

Begin with Prayer – Father, with an expectation that you will use this 

study to grow me/us more into the image of your Son, I/we open our 

hearts and minds to your Spirit. Amen. 

Follow Up on Embracing What God Commands (Mark 12:28-34) 

What thoughts, questions, actions, etc. resulted in your life this past 

week as an outflow of last week’s sermon study? 

Sermon Series: Wanting God – What if there was a clear path to 

getting to know God intimately? What if we could focus on just a 

few things and know that we’re living out God’s plan for our lives? 

There are places in the Bible where God makes his will absolutely 

crystal clear, so clear that they help us know how to do everything 

from spending our money to raising our children, from guiding our 

careers to building friendships. In this series, we’ll explore the other 

side of wanting God—of wanting God not for how he might bless 

us but for how we are to live for him. 

Sermon’s Main Point – Embracing God’s Mission   Jesus 

commissions his imperfect followers to join his mission in the 

world—to make disciples of all people. Wanting God includes 

joining God’s mission in the world. 

Begin – Choose from the following questions to begin thinking 

about the study’s topic. 

1. Rank and explain the following three adventures in terms of your 

personal preference: a) circumnavigating the globe on a sailing 

ship in the 1500s; b) traveling via wagon train across the plains 

and the mountains during the 1800s; or c) joining the first mission 

to the nearest exoplanet capable of supporting life in the 2100s? 

2. What is one of your earliest adventures in life that you remember? 

What stood out to you about this experience? 

3. On average at a party, are you more likely a) to hang out with 

people you already know; b) seek out a couple of people you 

don’t know as well to get to know them better; c) engage as many 

people as you can, keeping things light; or d) find ways to avoid 

having to talk with anyone? Why?  

4. What is one of the craziest things you have ever done? 
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Embracing God’s Mission Matthew 28:16-20 

Grasping, Sharing, Learning and Appreciating 

1. Read Matthew 28:16-20. What stands out to you in the passage? 

If you were one of Jesus’ disciples hearing these words 

firsthand—and having just witnessed his resurrection, what 

questions and feelings might have been going through your 

mind? What questions does it raise for you today? What 

emotions does it spark in you today?  

2. Notice the imperfect status of the disciples: there were 11 not 

12 of them and “some doubted.” What do you make of the fact 

that rather than correcting the imperfect, Jesus commissions the 

imperfect into his mission?  

a. What do the following passages add to your understanding 

of Jesus’ work with those who are imperfect followers: 

Matthew 4:18-19; 17:14-20; 26:30-35, 36-46? 

3. Identify each of the commands and statements Jesus makes 

regarding the mission he gives his followers in Matthew 28:18-

20. Taken at face value, what impact are these commands and 

statements to have on Christ followers today? How do you feel 

about this commissioning as it impacts you?  

4. From each of these passages, what do you learn about the 

outward-focus mission for all those who follow Christ: 

a. Matthew 5:13-16 

b. John 20:19-23 

c. Acts 1:8 

d. 1 Peter 2:12 

e. 1 Peter 3:13-17 


