
 

Sermon Notes     May 15, 2022 
Trinity At Work: Spirit – John 16:4b-15 
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Reflection 

1. How do you feel about the concept of God being both three 

and one? What intrigues you about God as Trinity and/or what 

doubts does the teaching stir up? 

2. How do you feel about the Holy Spirit? What questions do you 

have about him, his presence in you, and the role he desires to 

play in your life? How have your understandings changed over 

time? 

3. Notice how Jesus is the main topic of the Spirit’s revealing work. 

What does this teach us about the Trinity? Look also at John 

14:10. What parallels do you notice between the relationship 

that Jesus enjoys with the Father and we enjoy with the Spirit? 

What does all this reveal about the Trinity?  

4. If a big piece of the Spirit’s role is to reveal Jesus to us, what 

things can we do to participate in welcoming, seeking, and 

listening to the Spirit? What might be some of the differences 

between simply reading the Bible and letting the Spirit speak to 

us through the Bible? What might be some of the differences 

between simply thinking about Jesus and letting the Spirit guide 

us into greater understandings about Jesus? 

Action – 

1. Take a teaching from the Bible (maybe a story from Jesus’ life, 

or one of the parables he told, or an instruction from one of the 

epistles) and reflect on it all week long. In addition to normal 

ways we analyze and assess words we read, trust that the Spirit 

will open the teachings of Jesus to you and open you to the 

teachings of Jesus. Approach your times of reflection as a party 

of three: you, the Spirit, and the teaching from Scripture. 

2. Ask another follower of Jesus about their experiences with and 

understanding of God’s Spirit. Share your own. Together, 

discuss John 16:4b-15. 

Pray – If studying in a group, pray for one another and for each 

other’s spiritual growth throughout the coming week. 
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Trinity At Work: Spirit John 16:4b-15 

Grasping, Sharing, Learning and Appreciating 

1. Read John 16:4b-15. From this passage, answer the following: 

a. What do I learn about God? 

b. What do I learn about people? 

c. What do I learn about relating to God? 

d. What do I learn about relating to people? 

e. What does God want me to understand/think? 

f. What does God want me to believe? 

g. What does God want me to desire? 

h. What does God want me to do? 

2. What do the following passages add to your understanding of 

our text: Joel 2:28-32a; John 14:15-17, 25-26; 15:26-27; Romans 

8:26; Galatians 5:22-23; 1 Corinthians 6:19; 2 Corinthians 3:17; 

Ephesians 1:13; Acts 1:8; 2:38? 

 Sermon Study Guide   

Begin with Prayer – Father, with an expectation that you will use this 

study to grow me/us more into the image of your Son, I/we open our 

hearts and minds to your Spirit. Amen. 

Follow Up on “Hatred” (John 15:18-16:4a) – What thoughts, 

questions, actions, etc. resulted in your life this past week as an 

outflow of last week’s sermon study? 

Sermon Series: Trinity At Work – Trying to figure out the Trinity 

can seem like a daunting task. How do you grasp something that 

has no parallel in our universe? God is both one and three. The 

Father, Son and Spirit are individual “persons” and yet also singularly 

one together. Wow! While Jesus may not answer all our trinitarian 

questions in John 16, he does underscore a central role of the Spirit, 

a central role of the Son, and a central role of the Father—and in 

doing so gives us a picture of the partnership we have with each 

person of the Trinity and with the Trinity as a single whole. 

The Sermon’s Main Point – Spirit 

Is there someone you’ve lost and now incredibly miss? What if you 

could have the “spirit” of that person with you always, reminding 

you and keeping fresh in your mind all the words and love and life 

of your departed loved one?! That is essentially who the Holy Spirit 

is. The Spirit’s main job is to proclaim Jesus to the world and to Jesus’ 

own followers too. 

Begin – Choose from the following questions to begin thinking 

about the study’s topic. 

1. If you could have on speed dial one person for each of the 

following areas—with permission to call anytime with any 

question—who would that person be? For financial investment? 

For parenting? For medical advice? For driving? For cooking? For 

home repair? 

2. What is one topic for which you are a relative expert? What is 

something you think is cool about the topic?  

3. When it comes to listening, what are your strengths and weaknesses? 

What have you found helpful in learning to become a better 

listener? What are your next steps for becoming a better listener? 


