
 

Sermon Notes     March 5, 2023 
Everyday Christianity with Tim, Titus & Phil: 

The Pure and the Defiled 

(Titus 1:5-16) 
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Reflection –  

1. From what you know of the Bible and of the Christian faith, what 

would be great indicators of the sincerity of a person’s faith in 

and devotion to Christ? In what ways, if any, can devotion to 

Jesus appear sincere but in truth be something else altogether? 

2. How might the following verses serve to be helpful in discerning 

one’s own sincerity of faith and devotion: 

a. Matthew 6:33 

b. Luke 9:23 

c. Mark 12:28-31 

d. Matthew 28:18-20 

e. Acts 1:8 

3. In what ways can each of the following provide alternative 

priorities when selecting church leaders today: business 

experience, financial success, previous service, longevity of 

membership, general kindness, and high IQ and/or EQ. What is 

the difference when these strengths are present in addition to a 

sincere and mature faith in Christ and when they are coupled 

with either an insincere or immature faith? 

4. In what ways is Paul’s teaching in Titus 1:5-16 helpful not only 

for selecting leaders but also as a tool for faithfulness of all 

Christians? What is one teaching from the passage you can take 

and use in your own journey of formation/spiritual maturation?  

Action – 

1. Pray for your church leaders this week with a special focus on 

their devotion to Christ and maturity of faith. 

2. Identify one item in Paul’s description of a godly leader and ask 

God to help form that quality in you. Layout and engage in 

some next steps for your journey of formation. 

Pray – If studying in a group, pray for one another and for each 

other’s spiritual growth throughout the coming week. 



 Sermon Study Guide   

Begin with Prayer – Father, with an expectation that you will use this 

study to grow me/us more into the image of your Son, I/we open our 

hearts and minds to your Spirit. Amen. 
 

 

Follow Up on Preach and Fulfill (2 Timothy 4:1-8) What thoughts, 

questions, actions, etc. resulted in your life this past week as an 

outflow of last week’s sermon study? 
 

Sermon Series: Everyday Christianity with Tim, Titus & Phil – 

The New Testament is rife with big events: angelic proclamations; 

miracles; the incarnation, the death and resurrection of Christ; the 

pouring out of the Holy Spirit; the clarifying of major theological 

truths; etc. Yet, we also find in its pages everyday counsel and 

instruction on living as a Christian every day. In this series, we look 

to Paul’s letters to two of his proteges and to a leader in one of the 

churches as he encourages and guides them in the way of Christ. 

We’ll ask, what counsel and instruction does God have for us in  

2 Timothy, Titus, and Philemon? 
 

 

Sermon’s Main Point – The Pure and the Defiled – Required 

maturity for Christian leadership—and an aim for all Christ 

followers—is necessarily rooted in sincere faith and exemplified in 

God-honoring behavior.  
 

 

Begin – Choose from the following questions to begin thinking 

about the study’s topic. 

1. If you could instantly have any job in the world, what would it be 

and why? 

2. What job/career outside the home would you least want to have 

and why? 

3. What is a quality that you admire in others? Why this particular 

quality? What kinds of behaviors does this quality result in? 

4. Name a value or behavior which our country is known for that 

you think God would take pleasure in. Name a value or behavior 

that our country is known for that you sense God would not take 

pleasure in. In what ways do the two values/behaviors you’ve 

identified shape our culture? 
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The Pure and the Defiled (Titus 1:5-16) 

Grasping, Sharing, Learning and Appreciating 

1. Read Titus 1:5-16. If possible, read the passage in at least two 

different Bible translations (e.g. NIV, ESV, NLT, etc.) 

2. Titus 1:5 – What reason does Paul give for having left Titus in 

Crete? Given Paul’s description of Crete in 1:12-13a and 

knowing that Paul (first generation) is passing the torch of 

leadership to Titus (second generation) and instructing Titus to 

pass the torch onto others (third generation), what challenges 

would Titus be up against? 

3. Titus 1:6-9 – What picture of a church leader do you get from 

these verses? In what ways might verse 9 be key to grasping the 

descriptions in verses 6-8? Compare the teaching in these 

verses with (1) what we learn from the example of Jesus 

appointing Peter to leadership (i.e., Peter denies Jesus three 

times, after which Jesus restores him to ministry), (2) from what 

we find in the story of Paul’s conversion and appointment, and 

what is taught (3) in Matthew 28:16-20 (esp. v 17), and (4) in 

1 John 1:8. 

4. Titus 1:10-16 – If the “pure” of v 15 are those who have 

legitimately and truthfully received and believed the good news 

of Jesus Christ, and the “defiled” are those who claim to have 

received it but in truth have not, how does this verse help to 

inform what the rest of 1:10-16 is teaching? From the 

description that Paul provides, what are the “defiled” focusing 

their attention on and what is the impact or potential impact on 

the local house churches? 

5. How would you sum up Paul’s instructions to Titus in 1:5-16? 

 


