
 

Sermon Notes     August 14, 2022 
Taking Issue with God’s Wisdom - Genesis 
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Reflection 

The story of the golden calf is a story of God’s people taking issue 

with his transcendence. They were not happy or comfortable with 

waiting on God so they barrowed a custom from the surrounding 

cultures and made an idol to represent God. In the process, and 

from their perspective, having an idol made God more concrete, 

more mechanistic, more manageable, and more convenient. 

1. In what ways might Christians today be tempted to make God 

(a) more concrete, (b) more mechanistic, (c) more manageable, 

and (d) more convenient? 

2. In what ways are our attempts to make God (a) more concrete, 

(b) more mechanistic, (c) more manageable, and (d) more 

convenient rejections of God’s transcendent nature (e.g. his 

knowledge, power, greatness, goodness, holiness, and love)? 

3. What do humans lose when they reject the God who is for the 

God of their own design? 

4. Discuss the wisdom of choosing to be (a) humble,  

(b) dependent, (c) worshipful, and (d) open before our 

transcendent God. What would this look like in real life? 

Action – 

1. Each day this week, spend time reflecting on one of the 

following transcendent qualities of God: God’s transcendent 

greatness, God’s transcendent knowledge/wisdom, God’s 

transcendent power, God’s transcendent goodness, God’s 

transcendent holiness, and God’s transcendent love. 

Pray – If studying in a group, pray for one another and for each 

other’s spiritual growth throughout the coming week. 
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Taking Issue with God’s Transcendence Exodus 32:1-8 

Grasping, Sharing, Learning and Appreciating 

1. Read Exodus 32:1-8 and answer the following questions. 

a. What is the background to this passage? 

 

 

(see also Psalm 106:19-23 and Joshua 24:1-7) 

b. What happens in the passage? 

 

 

 

c. What do I learn from the passage? 

 

 

(see also Exodus 20:1-6 and Matthew 6:24) 

d. What changes in my life because of this passage? 

 

 

 

(See also Colossians 3:5-11) 

 

 Sermon Study Guide   

Begin with Prayer – Father, with an expectation that you will use this 

study to grow me/us more into the image of your Son, I/we open our 

hearts and minds to your Spirit. Amen. 

Follow Up on Taking Issue with God’s Wisdom (Genesis 3:1-13) 

What thoughts, questions, actions, etc. resulted in your life this past 

week as an outflow of last week’s sermon study? 

Sermon Series: Unwanted God – In this series of sermons we 

confront our tendencies to reject God—maybe not in whole, but 

rejection nonetheless. Humans have a long history of thinking that 

they know better than God—at least in certain situations. On any 

given day, we conclude that our thoughts and feelings are truer than 

what we know of God, and then we act on them. Unfortunately, 

these autonomous actions are to our own loss. By identifying the 

ways we take issue with God, we can embrace the opportunity to 

live more intimately and fully with God every day. 

Sermon’s Main Point – Taking Issue with God’s Transcendence 

Idolatry is a rejection of God’s transcendence. Embracing God’s 

transcendence manifests in humility before God, dependence upon 

God, worship of God, and openness to the ways of God. 

Begin – Choose from the following questions to begin thinking 

about the study’s topic. 

1. Describe a big thing or event which you have you witnessed that 

made you feel particularly small. How did the encounter make 

you feel? 

2. Would you rather be as big as an elephant or as small as a mouse? 

3. Present company excluded, who is one of the most impressive 

people you have ever met? What did you find impressive about 

the person? How did you act in the person’s presence? 

4. From history, name a political leader whom you respect for their 

humility. How did they manifest their humility and what impact 

did it seem to have in the world? 

5. Name a person you depend upon on a regular basis. What 

difference does their provision make in your life? 


