
 

Sermon Notes     October 17, 2021 
God Is Love  – Ephesians 2:1-10 

 
But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which 
he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us 

alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved … 
(Ephesians 2:4-5) 
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Reflection 
1. What does it matter that the Bible declares that God loves us 

when we were still sinners—doing things our way, according to 
our agenda, to the ways of the world, and to the schemes of the 
evil one? What would change in our relationship with God if we 
discovered that God only loved us when we were good? 

2. Has there ever been a season in your life—currently or in the 
past—when you doubted, questioned, or outright rejected the 
notion that God is a loving God? If that changed for you, what 
brought the change about? If the doubts, questions, and/or 
rejection of the notion of God being absolutely loving persists, 
from your perspective what will it take for you to acknowledge 
and receive the love that God has for you? 

3. In what ways does God’s life-altering love for you motivate you 
to live as one who loves others (1 John 4:7-12)? For you in your 
life, what tends to obscure the motivating impact of God’s love? 
What tends to invigorate it? 

4. If someone you know (go ahead and envision an actual person) 
were to ask you to explain God’s love to them, what would you 
say? 

Action – 
1. Memorize Ephesians 2:4-5. 

2. Read Ephesians 2:1-10 every day this week, spending time 
reflecting on what you read. 

3. Consider your everyday working model of who God is. Examine 
if your understanding of his love for you—previously acted out 
on the cross, currently displayed in your life, and promised for all 
of eternity—matches the size and scope that the Bible teaches. 

4. Courageously, humbly and boldly live one whole day this week 
as one who is absolutely loved—truly, redemptively, eternally 
loved—by God. 

Pray – If studying in a group, pray for one another and for each 
other’s spiritual growth throughout the coming week. 
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God Is Love  Ephesians 2:1-10 

Grasping, Sharing, Learning and Appreciating 

1. Read Ephesians 2:1-10 in the following manner: 
a. Silently to yourself, reading at a normal pace 
b. Silently to yourself, more slowly, considering its meaning 
c. Silently to yourself, even more slowly and resting on words 
d. Aloud, listening to the words and message you speak 

2. Compare and contrast the realities Paul describes in Ephesians 
4:1-3 to what he provides in 4:4-7. What stands out to you? 

3. Notice the “already” nature of the description that Paul provides 
in verses 4-7. Compare and contrast his explanation in these 
verses to those we find in Romans 6:5-8; 2 Corinthians 4:14; 5:17; 
Galatians 2:20; and Colossians 2:12. How can something be both 
already accomplished in the past and yet something that will also 
occur in the future? What are the implications of this “already 
and not yet” arrangement for how we live in Christ today? 

4. Read aloud Paul’s personal experience of experiencing God’s 
love in Christ as described in Acts 26:9-23. What has your own 
experience of going from death to life, from under the powers of 
the devil to being seated with Christ in the heavenly realms been 
like?  

5. As time allows, what do these other passages reveal about the 
loving nature of God: 

a. 1 John 4:7-12, 16 

b. Romans 5:6-8 

c. John 3:16-17 

d. Isaiah 54:5-8 

e. Romans 8:31-39 

 Sermon Study Guide   

Begin with Prayer – Father, with an expectation that you will use this 
study to grow me/us more into the image of your Son, I/we open our 
hearts and minds to your Spirit. Amen. 
The Good and Beautiful God: Knowing the God Jesus Knows 
Our current sermon series investigates the truth about who God 
really is. Along the way we will confront false narratives about God, 
and discover/rediscover the God Jesus knows. Our intent is more 
than just sharing information but exploring and experiencing a real 
knowing, the kind of knowing that draws us closer to God and leads 
to greater dependence on him.  
Follow Up on God is Generous? – What thoughts, questions, 
actions, etc. resulted in your life this past week as an outflow of last 
week’s sermon study? 
The Sermon’s Main Point – God Is Love 
Love is as love does, and what God has done has revealed just how 
great his love really is! Christians could be accused of living in the 
past, given all of the focus and attention we put on Jesus. Yet in the 
death and resurrection of Jesus, God caused such a universe-altering 
event that its impact continues with full force even today. Out of 
God’s great love—his mercy, grace and kindness—he has brought 
people from death to life and from under the powers of evil to being 
seated with Christ in heaven.  

Begin – Choose from the following questions to begin thinking 
about the study’s topic. 

1. What are the best and worst fashion trends of the past 100 years? 
Why do you think fashion trends change so frequently only to 
then be repeated by future generations? 

2. If you could have been present at some world-changing event 
over the past 100 years, which one would it be and why? 

3. What would you describe as the most significant invention in the 
past 100 years? Why this invention? 

4. If you could reintroduce one cultural value from the past 100 
years that no longer seems to be present today, what would it 
be? Why this value? 


