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Reflection 
1. What evidence, if any, do you have that supports God being 

good and beautiful? What, if anything, leads you to question 
God’s character, abilities, and promises?  

2. For you, is it more that God’s goodness impacts how you 
approach each day, or that the circumstances of each day 
impact your evaluation of God’s goodness? 

3. If you were training someone to trust in God’s character and 
goodness, how would you go about it? What resources would 
you use and how much time would you invest? Is there 
someone you are currently helping in this way? If so, how’s it 
going? If not, whom might be someone you could reach out to? 

4. What does waiting on God (tarrying while trusting him, 
remaining faithful while his promises have yet to be fulfilled, 
etc.) look like in real life? What doesn’t it look like? What 
additional challenges to waiting on God confront a person who 
has disposable income and other luxuries of life? What 
additional challenges to waiting on God exist for a person who 
is experiencing pervasive hardship and struggle? 

5. How often have you felt like you were mounted up with wings 
like eagles? What expectation are Christians right to hold for 
this experience, especially in light of verses like Matthew 11:28-
30; John 16:33; Acts 1:8; and Philippians 4:4-7? 

Action – 
1. Refresh – Read and reflect on Isa. 40:27-31 each day this week. 

2. Examine – Take a look at the degree to which you “wait on” God 
to fulfill his promises to you. What does the pattern of your 
waiting reveal about your understanding of God and your faith 
in him? 

3. Act – Each day this week, intentionally look for and acknowledge 
God’s goodness and beauty toward you. 

Pray – If studying in a group, pray for one another and for each 
other’s spiritual growth throughout the coming week. 
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The Good and Beautiful God  Isaiah 40:27-31 

Grasping, Sharing, Learning and Appreciating 

1. Read Isaiah 40:27-31 in the following manner: 
a. Silently to yourself, reading at a normal pace 
b. Silently to yourself, more slowly, considering its meaning 
c. Silently to yourself, even more slowly and resting on words 
d. Aloud, listening to the words and message you speak 

2. In Isaiah 40:27, the prophet calls out God’s people for their 
complaining against God. It was the time of the exile, when 
many/most of the leadership of Jerusalem had been forcibly 
taken to Babylon. Put yourself in their place. What would it be 
like for you if you were forcibly removed from your home and 
held captive in a remote, foreign country, to live out your life 
without knowing if you will be able to return to your homeland?  

3. The response of the prophet to the complaints begins in 40:28 
and centers on the person and character of God. What do we 
learn about the person and character of God from the following 
stories—stories that would have been known to those who were 
exiled? 
a. God creates all things (Genesis 1:1-31) 
b. God makes a covenant with Abraham (Genesis 15:1-21) 
c. God redeems his people out of Egypt (Exodus) 
d. God settles his people in the land he promised (Joshua) 
e. God provides judges (leaders) in times of hardship (Judges) 
f. God establishes a covenant with David (2 Samuel 7) 

4. Put Isaiah 40:28, 29, 30 and 31 in your own words. How have you 
seen the truth of these statements in your own life? How would 
you like God to demonstrate the validity of these statements in 
your life today? What does it require of God and of each person 
to trust these statements even when life seems to be unraveling 
all over the world? 

5. In Psalm 25, the author (David?) describes a life of waiting on 
God. What stands out to you in his description? 

 Sermon Study Guide   

Begin with Prayer – Father, with an expectation that you will use this 
study to grow me/us more into the image of your Son, I/we open our 
hearts and minds to your Spirit. Amen. 

Follow Up on Summer in the Psalms: Psalm 62 – What thoughts, 
questions, actions, etc. resulted in your life this past week as an 
outflow of last week’s sermon study? 

The Sermon’s Main Point – The Good and Beautiful God 
Our circumstances do not reign supreme; God does. It might feel 
like our life situations come at us with powers to define, whether 
through promotion or destruction. One person gets a raise and is 
filled with happiness and hope; another is let go and is shaded by 
struggle and despair. Yet in both situations there is the God who 
creates, rules, rescues, sustains, directs, judges, loves, and 
continually shows up. His voice alone possesses the power to define 
ultimately and accurately. This good and beautiful God is the one 
who “does not faint or grow weary,” whose “understanding is 
unsearchable,” and who blesses those who turn to and rely upon 
him daily.  

Begin – Choose from the following questions to begin thinking 
about the study’s topic. 

1. How would you rank the following for their capacity to test your 
patience: being stuck in a traffic jam; being put on hold 
repeatedly by the cable company; waiting for the doctor’s office 
to call with the findings of the test they ran on you; dealing with 
people who insist they are right but do not listen to logic; living 
with unjust systems; listening to a sermon that seems to never 
end? 

2. When was the last time you reached out to someone for help? 
What prompted you to ask the person? Do you tend to ask for 
help or are you more likely to figure things out for yourself? Why? 

3. What is the story behind when God first became real to you? Who 
was involved in sharing God with you? What immediate impact 
did the reality of God have on you?  


