
 

Sermon Notes     July 25, 2021 
We Are Different: Embracing Our Different Faith 

2 Peter 1:1-2 
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Reflection 

1. a. With over 4000 religions in the world, each with their own 

origin stories, teachings, and adherents, how do you feel about 

the Bible’s claim that there is but one God, the God who ends 

up sending Jesus to die for the sins of humanity? b. With 

religions, including Christianity, embracing teachings that 

fundamentally disagree with the teachings of other religions, 

how are people to know which one, if any, is true/real/not 

false/trustworthy/able to deliver, etc.? c. What if a person 

doesn’t necessarily care if a religion is true but cares more for 

the experience it offers, what would you share with them 

about Christianity? 

2. In your experience, when has the Christian church been at its 

best? When has it been at its worst? What role has the “the 

faith” that Christians “have obtained … by the righteousness of 

our God and Savior Jesus Christ” played in these 

moments/trends/situations? What might Jesus celebrate in 

your own church as something that aligns with the gospel he 

has provided? What might be something he would identify as 

not being aligned? 

Action – 

1. Refresh – Read John 13-17 to refresh yourself with the good 

news that is Jesus Christ. Chew on these words of Christ all 

week long. 

2. Examine – Look at the degree to which you have embraced the 

good news of Jesus. Discern the ways you have allowed the 

surrounding culture to influence your heart and mind away 

from God’s plan for you. 

3. Act – Act out your gospel identity of being both a servant and 

a messenger of Jesus. Do acts and have conversations that you 

know would glorify your God and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Pray – If studying in a group, pray for one another and for each 

other’s spiritual growth throughout the coming week. 
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We Are Different: Embracing Our Different Faith 2 Peter 1:1-2  

Grasping, Sharing, Learning and Appreciating 

1. Read through all of 2 Peter, making note of things that stand 

out to you.  

2. In 2 Peter 1:1, Peter identifies himself as a servant (slave) and 

apostle (messenger) of Jesus Christ. In light of Matthew 11:28-

30; Luke 9:23; Acts 1:8; and Matthew 28:18-20, all Christians 

share in these roles. Do you agree or disagree with this idea? If 

we are not slaves and messengers, then what would we be? 

What would faithfulness look like if we embraced being slaves 

and messengers of Christ? How would you describe the quality 

of such a life? 

3. Peter writes to those who have obtained a faith of equal 

standing with ours. If in this context we understand “faith” to 

mean the good news of Jesus, what is the significance of 

knowing that what we receive is on par with what the original 

apostles received? Eleven of the original twelve apostles were 

willing to follow Jesus anywhere, to apply his teachings to their 

lives, and even to give their lives for him. Given that we have 

the same gospel as they did, the same “faith,” is it your sense 

that people are just as willing to give everything to Jesus as the 

original disciples? If not, why not? What would it take for 

people today to prioritize following Jesus above everything 

else—especially in light of the fact that he is “our God and 

Savior”? 

4. Peter communicates his desire for his readers to have grace and 

peace multiplied in their lives through the growing knowledge 

of God and Jesus. What does this look like today? How has your 

sense of peace and grace been growing? How would you like it 

to grow—give specifics if you can? 

 Sermon Study Guide   

Begin with Prayer – Father, with an expectation that you will use 

this study to grow me/us more into the image of your Son, I/we 

open our hearts and minds to your Spirit. Amen. 

Follow Up on Psalm 31 – What thoughts, questions, actions, etc. 

resulted in your life this past week as an outflow of last week’s 

sermon study? 

The Sermon’s Main Point – Embracing Our Different Faith     

Christianity originates in God in the form of a gift—the good news 

of Jesus Christ. This gift is what makes Christians different. With 

over 4000 religions, one could ask what is so special about 

Christianity. God’s answer is found not just in his existence, 

although that would be enough, but that in existing God blesses 

his creation, extends grace without favoritism, and exclusively 

offers enduring, eternal peace through faith in Christ. So great is 

this gift from God that we would be foolish not to embrace it. 

Begin – Choose from the following questions to begin thinking 

about the study’s topic. 

1. If you had something stuck in your teeth, would you rather 

someone brought it to your attention or just let you be? If the 

situation was reversed, would you say something? 

2. What is something in your home that you tend to keep cleaner 

than other things? Why? What is it about this object and its 

state of cleanliness that matters so much to you? 

3. Which person in your life are you more likely to accommodate? 

Why? Is there someone whom you tend to accommodate the 

least (no names)? What is it about this other person that leads 

you to be less likely to adjust yourself to his or her preferences? 

4. All of us to some degree resemble the culture and times 

associated with our particular generation. In what standout ways 

do you tend to align with others in your generation? In what 

ways do you buck the trends? Is there a characteristic of people 

from another generation that you find particularly challenging? 

If so what is it and why does it present a challenge? 


