
 

Sermon Notes     June 6, 2021 
Fresh Faith: Six Practices to Overcome Apathy 

(1) Bring God Your Best 
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Reflection 

1. God’s imperatives (commands/callings) are impossible to keep 

without his love indicatives. Attempt to name as many love 

statements from the Bible—actual statements of God’s love for 

his children as well as gifts and benefits he graciously provides. 

Given the sum total of these declarations, how would you 

describe God’s love to someone unfamiliar with the love of 

God but eager to learn? 

2. James makes it clear that faith without works is not really faith 

at all. Make a list of basic “works” that the New Testament 

teaches are intended for all of God’s children. Which ones are 

you more passionate about and faithful in keeping? Which 

ones do you tend to be more apathetic about and less faithful 

in keeping? In light of Malachi 1:6-14, how would you describe 

God’s response to these patterns in your life? In answering 

questions like these how can we avoid unhealthy shame and 

instead arrive at meaningful and constructive conviction? 

3. What are somethings that have helped you confront and/or 

hold off faith apathy in your life? What is it about these things 

that seem to make them work for you? In what parts of your 

life and walk with God do you feel more vulnerable to apathy? 

What practices might you tweak or adopt to address these 

vulnerabilities? 

Action 

1. Conduct a self-assessment regarding the level of apathy in 

your relationship with God. With whom or for what do you 

have more passion that you have for being faithful to God? 

Ask a trusted Christian friend to pray for you and to help hold 

you accountable as you confront any and all apathetic patterns 

in your relationship with God.  

Pray – If studying in a group, pray for one another and for each 

other’s spiritual growth throughout the coming week. 
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Fresh Faith: Bring God Your Best  Malachi 1:1-14 

Grasping, Sharing, Learning and Appreciating 

Malachi probably spoke on behalf of God during the post-exilic 

period—the time when exiles had returned to Judea to join those 

who had remained in the land. It was a time of considerable 

apathy with regards to covenant life with God.  

1. Read Malachi 1:2-5. What is the main point God 

communicates in these verses? [For background on Jacob and 

Esau, read the following passages—Genesis 12:1-3; 25:19-28, 

29-34; 27:1-46; 33:1-20; Numbers 20:14-21]. What challenges 

does a person face when on the one hand the Bible declares 

God’s love yet on the other hand life seems to say that God 

does not love? For another example of a similar word from 

God, see Jeremiah 31. These promises would take decades and 

even centuries to fulfill. What does that say in terms of our 

hopes and expectations and understandings of how God 

demonstrates love? 

2. Read Malachi 1:6-14, noting the charges/judgments that God 

lays against his people. From a human perspective, how could 

a people with the history of being God’s chosen people allow 

their faith and faithfulness to wain so much? In what ways if 

any could these same patterns be at work in Christians today? 

3. The implied imperative of 1:6-14 is for the priests and the 

people to bring their best—in heart and in action. In this way 

and this way alone do they honor God and demonstrate 

reverence for him. Note how each of these New Testament 

speak to the same issue: Luke 14:25-35; Romans 12:1-2; 1 

Corinthians 9:15-27; 1 Peter 2:9-12.  

 Sermon Study Guide   

Begin with Prayer – Father, with an expectation that you will use 

this study to grow me/us more into the image of your Son, I/we 

open our hearts and minds to your Spirit. Amen. 

Follow Up on Gospel Devotion – Psalm 19  – What thoughts, 

questions, actions, etc. resulted in your life this past week as an 

outflow of last week’s sermon study? 

The Sermon’s Main Point – Fresh Faith: Bring God Your Best   

God’s love is so amazing that God intends it to be met with 

passionate, authentic, consistent, fully present surrender. 

Unfortunately, far too often we drop our focus and turn our 

attention away from the greatness of God’s love. Disappointments, 

drudgeries and distractions cloud our vision. Yet they need not win 

the day! With God being for us, nothing can stand against us—not 

even our own apathy. In response to God’s life-altering and life-

securing love, we can CHOOSE to passionately love him in return. 

Begin – Choose from the following questions to begin thinking 

about the study’s topic. 

1. What are your top hobbies? What led you to these choices? 

How is your passion for them manifested?  

2. What teacher, coach, youth pastor or other leader early in your 

life had a big impact on you? What is one thing you remember 

this person saying to you? How have you applied these words 

to your life?  

3. If you were to divide your life into four equal periods of time, 

what were your top life priorities in each of these seasons? If 

you could go back and say something to yourself in each of 

these four stages of your life, what would it be? 

4. How would you describe your current level of busyness and how 

do you feel about it? When, if ever, do you find yourself getting 

bored? When, if ever, do you tend to feel exhausted and wiped 

out? What’s one thing you might change about your pace of life 

if you could? 

 


