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Reflection 
1. It is pretty easy to say, “We should focus on Jesus all the time,” 

but it can be quite the challenge to remain undistracted in our 
devotion. What has been your own experience in this regard? If 
you have had times of greater focus, what seemed to help this 
be the case? In times of less focus, what seems to have been 
the cause?  

2. If you were to use one of the following (or to provide your own) 
to describe your current desire to focus on Jesus, which one 
would it be: (1) meh. (2) yeah sure, why not. (3) kinda sorta. (4) 
I’m trying. (5) Jesus, Jesus, all for Jesus! How long has your 
desire been like this? What interest if any do you have in seeing 
the level of your desire to focus on Jesus grow? 

3. Learning to listen to Jesus’ voice is a great way to develop 
undistracted devotion. List a few of the teachings, parables, or 
acts of Jesus that tend to come to your mind most often. What 
messages from Christ do you hear in these stories/teachings? In 
what ways and to what extent do these stories/teachings 
impact your day to day living? What have you found helpful in 
checking to make sure you hear Jesus correctly in these 
stories/teachings? 

4. If the proper act in Matthew 26:6-13 was the anointing of Jesus 
for burial, what are the acts/works that would be proper for 
Christ’s followers today as they live in response to the gospel of 
Jesus Christ? In what ways and to what degree do these 
acts/works reveal Jesus and his kingdom? 

Action 
1. Pick one of the four Gospels and from it, choose a story or 

teaching to reflect upon, meditate on, review, read and reread 
for the next seven days in order to listen to Jesus. Repeat with 
another story or teaching from the same Gospel next week.  

Pray – If studying in a group, pray for one another and for each 
other’s spiritual growth throughout the coming week. 
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Gospel Devotion [ undistracted ]  Matthew 26:6-13 
Grasping, Sharing, Learning and Appreciating 
1. Read Matthew 25:31-26:13, noting how each subsequent 

section builds on the previous section of Scripture. 

2. Compare and contrast Matthew 26:6-13 with Mark 14:3-9, 
noting differences and similarities. If Matthew used Mark’s 
version as a source, what impact do his edits have on your 
experience of story if any? 

3. Retell the story found in 26:6-13 in your own words, helping 
one another fill in the gaps if/when a portion gets left out. How 
does this story feel to you? What kind of picture do you get of 
Jesus, the woman and the disciples? 

4. Take a look at the following four passages: Matthew 16:21-23; 
17:22-23; 20:17-19 and 26:1-2. How do these four passages 
help our understanding of Matthew 26:6-13? What might they 
reveal to us about the woman in our story? 

5. This isn’t the first time in Matthew’s Gospel that the disciples 
fail to focus on Jesus. What do we learn about their (and 
possibly our own) propensity toward distraction from the 
following passages: 6:30; 8:23-27; 14:28-33; 16:5-12; 17:14-21; 
and 26:6-13? 

 

 Sermon Study Guide   

Gospel Devotion - Introduction 
In this series we will look at five amazing pictures from the New 
Testament—inspiring pictures of godly devotion in response to 
engaging the person of Christ. Through these five pictures we will 
come to envision devotion that is unrelenting, unconstrained, 
undistracted, unpretentious and undaunted.  

Begin with Prayer – Father, with an expectation that you will use 
this study to grow me/us more into the image of your Son, I/we 
open our hearts and minds to your Spirit. Amen. 

Follow Up on Faith People – [ unconstrained ] – What thoughts, 
questions, actions, etc. resulted in your life this past week as an 
outflow of last week’s sermon study? 

The Sermon’s Main Point – [ undistracted ]   
In sports, we are told to keep your eye on the ball. A similar 
statement can be made for Christianity: keep your eye on Jesus. You 
would think such simple advice would be easy to follow, but 
experience has shown just how often and far our eyes wander! In 
this week’s passage, another “woman with a flask of ointment” 
show’s us a real life example of undistracted devotion in response 
to the gospel of Jesus Christ.   
Begin – Choose from the following questions to begin thinking 
about the study’s topic. 

1. How are you at multitasking? In what ways has your ability/non-
ability to multitask helped you in life? What are some 
multitasking bloopers from your own life? 

2. If you were at a restaurant, how would you feel if someone 
ordered for you? Would it make a difference if the person knew 
you well? What if the chef came out and said he/she would 
surprise you with his/her own choices? 

3. Which one of these roles best describes you: dreamer, strategist, 
decider, manager, worker, evaluator, customer, or observer? Do 
you enjoy this role? If you had to choose a different role, which 
one would you choose and why? 


