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Reflection and Action 
1. “Social Justice” is a term with a lot of baggage in our current 

cultural and political climate.  Based on our learning today, 
what is the BIBLICAL way to understand God’s call for justice in 
social settings? 

2. The Bible (especially the Old Testament) consistently calls out 
“the big four” categories of people who are in significant need 
of advocacy and help: 1. The widow and orphan 2. The 
oppressed 3. The outcast and the stranger/immigrant and 4. 
The poor. Where do we see these kinds of people in our society 
today?  Why are these groups of people in particular need and 
in what ways can God’s people serve and help them? 

3. One of the most significant truths of scripture is not simply that 
God cares for the poor and oppressed, but that He IDENTIFIES 
with them, He became one of them.  How should knowing this 
truth shape our response to the poor and oppressed?  

4. Isaiah 58 (and Isaiah 1, Amos 5, Micah 6, Matthew 25, James 2, 
and many other Scriptures) EXPLICITLY connect our spiritual 
relationship with God and our work to help those in need by 
securing for them the dignity they deserve.  Do you feel that 
most people properly perceive the warning that we can’t be in 
right relationship with God if we neglect the poor and 
oppressed? Why or why not? 

5. In today’s sermon we talked about how we must properly 
understand that we ourselves have been both oppressed and 
oppressor.  How does knowing the RESCUE of God (from 
oppression) and the REDEMPTION of God (from our status as 
oppressors) help us serve and advocate for those in need? 

Pray  
If studying in a group, pray for one another and for each other’s 
spiritual growth throughout the coming week.  Pray specifically 
that we might become people who seek righteousness by doing 
justice. 



 

Sermon Study Guide   
The Church Person’s Field Guide – This time of a global 
pandemic, when Christians are unable to go to church, gives us an 
excellent opportunity of refocusing on what it means to be the 
Church. Using the Six Great Ends of the Church, we’re exploring 
how we can represent the love of Christ in all its textures to others 
throughout our community. 

Begin with Prayer – Father, with an expectation that you will use 
this study to grow me/us more into the image of your Son, I/we 
open our hearts and minds to your Spirit. Amen. 

Follow Up on Preserving the Truth  – What thoughts, 
questions, actions, etc. resulted in your life this past week as a 
result of last week’s sermon study? 

The Sermon’s Main Point – Promoting Social Righteousness      
God desires righteousness for human beings.  Righteousness is 
the status of being in right relationship with God and others.  
Where righteousness doesn’t exist, justice is required.  Justice is 
the work we do to make things right.  As part of God’s family, we 
are called to advocate for justice that fixes systems and behaviors 
so righteousness can be present for all.  

Begin – Choose from the following questions to begin thinking 
about the study’s topic. 

1. Did you grow up with any siblings?  If so, do you feel like your 
parents treated you equally?  Why or why not?  What kinds of 
consequences can favoritism and preferential treatment have 
on family dynamics? 

2. Have you ever served on a jury before?  If so, tell a little about 
it. If not, would you LIKE to?  What do you think would be the 
most challenging aspect of being on a jury? 

3. Can you think of a leader (boss, coach, director, etc.) who you 
would commend for being “just”?  What is the relationship 
between leadership and justice? 

4. How have you personally responded to God’s call to serve 
those in need? 
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Grasping, Sharing, Learning and Appreciating 
1. Read Isaiah 58:1-10.  Make a list of things that describe the 

people’s religious practices and relationship with God. (Hint, 
most of them seem to be GOOD things.) Now make a list of 
the things that God wants His people to do.  How do they 
relate to each other, or do they not? 
 

2. If a person were going to live out the directives of Isaiah 58:6-
7 what kinds of things might they do?  What might it cost her 
or him to do them? 

 
3. Read the following passages and compare them with today’s 

reading in Isaiah 58.  What kinds of things in these passages 
does God DESIRE, and what kinds of things does He 
CONDEMN? 

a. Isaiah 1:11-17  c.   Micah 6:6-8 
b. Amos 5:21-24  d.   Zechariah 7:8-14 
 

4. Based on these readings, what is the relationship between - 
and significance of - our right relationship with God and the 
way we treat other people? 

 
5. In the simplest terms:  righteousness is the status of being in 

right relationships; justice is what is required to fix situations in 
which righteousness doesn’t exist.  How do we use these two 
terms differently in our society today? 

 
6. Jesus’ teaching echoes ours today. He repeatedly speaks of the 

danger or neglecting the fact that how we treat others is a key 
component of our right relationship with God.  Read Matthew 
23:23-24 and Matthew 25:31-46. How does Jesus add to our 
understanding of today’s passage/topic? 

 


