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Peoria Great Banquet 
come to the table . . . 

Establishing Priorities 
 

“Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.”  
Matthew 5:16  

 
During these strange times, when the Covid19 virus has changed the very core of how we live, I find that I tend 
to keep myself busy doing all kinds of projects at home and at church. I waste time on social media or binge 
watch the new fad on Netflix or Amazon Prime. My purpose seems to focus on ways to not go crazy while being 
limited in my daily ability to live life. 
 
While locked in our own worlds, the daily news brings us stories of massive amounts of social unrest, political 
dog fights, excessive wildfires, and a record numbers of hurricanes. It all seems to just pile on at a time when we 
cannot truly be together at church or at the Banquet getting that often-needed jump start back into our faithful 
purpose. A place where we can soak in the glory of God and recharge our soul so we can better engage with the 
world in which we live. 
 
It can be difficult for me to feel connected to the church or God through Zoom. Where I find strength is knowing 
that God will use this time to strengthen me in my purpose. I need to believe that not all storms come to disrupt 
my life. Some come to clear my path to allow Jesus’ voice in.  
 
Matthew 5:14-16 tells us that we are the light of the world and that we should not hide it, but rather shine so 
others can see the good we do to praise our Father in heaven. Sometimes the storms may seem unending and 
that the sun will never shine. I believe that God wants us to use this time to assess where we are in our journey. 
Reflect on how effectively we are using our given talents to truly live the life Gods wants us to live. So let’s go 
back to those three important questions.  
 
What do you think about? While we are not on a Banquet weekend, why not put away your phone, take off your 
watch, turn off the television and use this time of solace to engage in prayer, discerning what God has placed 
on your heart. Let God direct your thinking. Make some silent times for just you and God and to discuss your 
life priorities and how to use the talents and resources he has provided.   
 
How will you spend your money? The money and resources we have are provided by God. And what we do 
with what we have been provided should be for God’s purpose in our life. Often times we get caught up in 
providing for ourselves and our own comforts. It is easy to do as the American dream puts us on the path of 
getting things for ourselves. I continually struggle with balancing how much of what I have been provided is 
for me and how much I should be using for others. It is easy for me to focus on satisfying my own desires with 
what God has provided. I encourage you to join me in prayerful discernment on the ways that God wants us 
to use the gifts he has provided.  
 
How do you use your time? After praying for what God wants you to do with your gifts and resources, it is 
time to ACT. We all seem to have lots of time to binge Netflix or spend hours on social media. Don’t get me 
wrong, there is nothing wrong recharging through some personal time. But are you in balance? Are you 
balancing your time between your needs and God’s purpose? Time is not an infinite resource, so it is 
important to plan how you will use your time. 
 
A great resource to keep engaged is your fourth day group. Your group is there to support you, to be a 
resource, to be an accountability partner and an encouragement. They can assist you in answering the three 
questions and help hold you accountable to your plans. 
 
Are you now willing to be led by the Holy Spirit to the life that God wants you to live? 
 
It’s a matter of priorities. 
 
 
 
De Colores! 
Patrick Roesler 


