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Peoria Great Banquet 
come to the table . . . 

The Body of Christ 
 

“Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it."“1 Corinthians 12:27  
 
The body of Christ is the Church. The body exists both globally and locally. During your Great Banquet you 
experienced the body of Christ in action at the local church level. Jesus is the head of the body as stated in 

Colossians 1:18. All the body parts are united as one body. As believers we were all baptized by one Spirit, the 

Holy Spirit, into one body (1 Cor 12:13). The church connects us to one another and to Jesus, the head. We are 

sharing life with Jesus as part of the body.  

This year certainly has been a year unlike any other. A worldwide pandemic. Freedom of movement restricted 

in hopes of reducing the spread of COVID-19. All non-essential employees work from home. Children home 
attending school virtually. No extracurricular activities for anyone in the house to attend. No Sunday morning 

church services to attend in person. These are just a few of the sudden changes in our lives that occurred overnight. 

The body of Christ could no longer come together physically on a regular basis to unite in worship and lift one 

another up, to provide counsel and accountability. But that doesn’t mean the body of Christ was not alive and 

well! I witnessed lots of action by the body! Those talented in technology assisted churches in going to on-line 

Sunday morning services. Churches offered additional worship time throughout the week with prayer time to 

support and encourage each part of the body. But that’s all coming from the local church, what did the parts 

of the body do? Families that were close geographically worshipped together on Sunday morning. Members 
called other members of the church to check on them, offer prayer and see if there were needs they could help 

with. Those who could be out offered to run errands for those who needed to remain at home. Care packages 

were left on doorsteps. Neighbors and friends met and talked a safe distance away from one another. And the 

list goes on and on. What role did you play as a part of the body of Christ?  

All believers have one thing in common—faith in Jesus Christ! We should unite over our faith and work for the 
good of the entire body, the Church. To be all that God intended us to be we cannot separate ourselves from 

the body of Christ. Each member of the body is significant (1 Cor. 12:27). What happens if we cut off our hand 

or our foot? When one part of the body is missing, the entire body suffers (1 Cor. 12:26). Suddenly we are not 

all that we were intended to be. So it is with the Church. Without you, the Church is incomplete. You have a 

special role, designed specifically for you, and a place to belong in the body!! Please take your place.   

hand, “I don’t need you.” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!” We cannot get along without 

all the parts of our body. God put our bodies together in such a way that even the parts that seem the least 

important are valuable. He did this to make all parts of the body work together smoothly, with each part caring 

for and about the other. If you believe your part is more important than someone else’s, that is an expression 

of spiritual pride! Rather using the gifts and talents you have been blessed with and encouraging others to use 

theirs makes the body stronger! Are you using your gifts and talents to bless, build up and support those 

around you?  

Let’s begin right now to strengthen the body of Christ, the Church. Be intentional and: 

• Pray for the Church both globally and locally. 

• Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to fill you with the desire to be an active part of the body of Christ locally. 

• Pray for unity in the body, the Church, that it come together for the goodness of the entire body, building 

up one another and supporting one another similar to the muscles and ligaments of the physical body. 

Commit to being a part of the body of Christ by joining a local church. Take your place as a part of that body 

by using your gifts and talents to serve others. Encourage others to be all that they are called to be. By doing 

these things you are making the body of Christ as God intended it to be! 

 
 
De Colores! 
Amy Mauser 


