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Inside this Issue Opening Lines … 
 

If you were to write the story of Jesus, what would be 

your opening line? Numerous authors over the 

centuries have had to determine their answer to that 

very question. Among them are four particular authors 

whose chosen words became Holy Scripture. Matthew, 

Mark, Luke and John, under the guidance of the Holy 

Spirit, each began their window into the arrival, life, 

ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus with words 

particular to their purpose and audience.  

 

Matthew wrote to a primarily Jewish audience, which 

helps to explain why he would choose to start with a 

stylized genealogy of Jesus. His list of begats (Abraham 

begat Isaac, Isaac begat Jacob, etc.) retells not just the 

story of God’s covenant people over the course of 

history, but also provokes the reader to remember all 

that God had done in their midst because of his 

covenant relationship with them. 
continued on next page 
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Northminster News 

Update from the Mexican Directors of Yucatan 

Peninsula Mission, after visiting in September. 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Each year we travel to the USA to meet as the 

board of YPM and to analyze the growth, strength, 

unity, vision and reach of the organization. In 

September we began our third two-week trip. With 

each trip we have seen the growth of the 

organization. This is reflected in the projects 

achieved such as the University; the integration of 

new members into the work team; the finished 

projects such as those of the Northminster (Peoria) 

building churches in the communities of Tres 

Reyes, Nuevo Durango and Nuevo Xcan; the unity 

of the members who make up the boards, and the 

impact of these benefits in the Maya area of the 

state of Quintana Roo. 

 

During our trip, we met with leaders of different 

churches to raise awareness of the ministry of YPM. 

We presented them with sustainable and far-

reaching projects in the Maya Area of Quintana 

Roo. We were able to give presentations on our 

organization and the well-structured work that we 

do and how they integrate into the life and service 

of the local church. For this and for many other 

great experiences we thank each of you who have 

made possible the development of this ministry 

and have opened doors so that we can tell people 

who we are, what we are doing and why we are 

doing it. 
 

I give thanks to God and to each of you for giving us 

the opportunity to continue with our ministry. We 

look forward to our next trip.  

 

Wilian, Erly and Andre 

Yucatan Peninsula Mission 

Mark launches his telling by attaching without delay 

both the title of “Christ” and “the Son of God” to Jesus. 

Even his use of the word “gospel,” tells the reader that 

what they are about to experience is important stuff. As 

Tim Keller has pointed out “gospel,” which is translated 

often as “good news,” can be read as “news that brings 

joy,” the kind of news that changes everything. It’s the 

spiritual and hugely consequential form of the infamous 

Ginsu Knives declaration, But wait, there’s more! 

 

Luke begins with salutations to Theophilus, the identified 

recipient of his “orderly account” of the gospel. The true 

opening line then appears in verse five. It’s here where 

the orderly account begins; and Luke takes pains to 

include a multitude of specific historical references in 

order to ground the gospel in place and time.  

 

And then there’s John. John goes big right from the 

beginning: “In the beginning was the Word and the 

Word was with God and the Word was God.” If you’re 

going to proclaim the most important drama of all of 

history, it seems John believed, you better go big or go 

home. He lets the reader know that the scope of the 

gospel is bigger than time and space combined. 

During our four Sundays of Advent, we’ll explore each 

of these opening lines and approaches to the Gospel 

that these four authors employed. All four in their 

writings will follow Christ to the cross, and then to the 

tomb, and finally through to the resurrection. In their 

tellings, they capture the teachings and the way of 

Christ, and reveal to the world the very light of life. 

Eventually all four of them capture Christ telling his 

followers to do what he did, to go shine saving light 

wherever darkness exists. 

 

So what’s your opening line going to be when you take 

the light of Christ to friends of yours who are currently 

walking in darkness? If you’re feeling a bit tongue tide, 

by all means borrow an opening line from the original 

four. I’m sure that they won’t mind at all! 

 

Bob Jordan  
Senior Pastor 

bobj@northminster.us 

309-691-6322 X109 

continued from previous page... 
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AKA: Christmas Market 
 

When: Saturday, December 9th  
 

Time: 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 
 

Place: First Federated Church Living Life Together Center 

(corner of Sheridan and War Memorial Dr.) 
 

What: The Market is a gifting alternative of gifting during the holiday season, offering hope to those in 

need with donations to nonprofit organizations locally and globally. All shoppers will have the opportunity to 

select from 25 nonprofits, with each of the non-profits offering at least three items that need funding in order 

to serve their clients. Instead of purchasing a tangible gift, your “purchase” will be used to fund a specific need 

of the nonprofit such as a Medic Alert bracelet for a person with dementia, or a week’s worth of food for a 

family living in a shelter. Upon your purchase of the gift, you will receive a card describing the gift and charity 

to which it was given signed by the shopper so that you can send it to whomever your donation is in honor of.  
 

More: The Spotted Cow and Heaven’s Popcorn will be onsite providing lunch and goodies. Entertainment 

will also lend a festive atmosphere. Each organization will have a child’s activity available.  
 

On-line: More Information check out Facebook page.  

Gifting Hope Market  

Tree of Names 
 

This is long-standing tradition at NPC. We provide gifts and 

gift cards to children in foster care as well as to senior citizens 

in the Peoria area. We ask that you prayerfully consider taking 

one or more ornaments from our tree and provide a gift – 

maybe the only gift – to a child or senior in the Peoria area. 

Gifts/gift cards should be returned to the church, by 

December 10th, UNWRAPPED (but they may be put into gift 

bags). Each ornament will have the information you need to 

help guide you on your gift purchase. We also ask that you 

add the individual for whom you are shopping to your prayer 

list throughout the Christmas season. 

 

Names are still available! 
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Northminster News 

Northminster has long sported a logo packed with 

meaning. It consists of an arrangement of arrows 

built around a cross. The four “positive,” or filled in, 

arrows are the easiest to recognize. They represent 

our call to take the gospel into the world. The four 

“negative,” or white space, arrows point inward, 

emphasizing our desire to become a spiritual 

home for all who seek Christ. The cross in the 

center, of course, under-scores that Christ is to be 

the central figure in all of our relationships and 

activities.  

The Session over the past year opened a way for a 

team to revisit our logo and determine how we 

might freshen it up while still affirming its core 

design and meaning. Keith Petran, Northminster’s 

Director of Operations, reached out to Lisa Lucas, 

one of our own members. Lisa used her professional 

graphic design experience and went to work. She 

researched other logos in our community, 

including logos from churches, not-for-profit 

organizations and for-profit companies. She 

evaluated colors and fonts and the use of white 

space. In the end she came up with exactly what 

she had been asked to do. 

 

I recently sat down with both Bob Moore and Lisa. 

Bob, also a member of our congregation, worked 

with Rev. Roane Deckert to design the original 

logo. It was a privilege to see two professional 

design/marketing minds interact with each other. 

Bob shared that the original logo was first 

developed as the congregation was envisioning 

their move from our previous southerly campus up 

Knoxville to where the church building now sits. In 

the desire to raise funds for the move and the new 

building, Roane and Bob put together a marketing 

strategy that utilized the logo to explain the 

mission and vision God had set for Northminster. 

This original version was built into the face of our 

gym when it was constructed so it will always 

remain a part of the Northminster adventure. 

 

The refreshed version of the logo now makes use 

of blue hues and fonts relevant to how the world 

interacts today. Blue, they say, communicates 

loyalty. The combination of fonts communicate 

both tradition and relevance. The shading adds 

some interest to catch people’s attention. A similar 

purpose rests behind the different shade of blue 

given to the “o” in “northminster.” The lower case 

font paired with the “Rockwell” font communicates 

both approachability and substance. While some 

of us may not see all these elements when we look 

at the logo, general research on design and 

marketing say that they all matter.  
 

The number of hours given to design on Bob’s part 

many years ago and on Lisa’s part over the past 

year are incredible gifts to the church. More than 

giving us a simple picture to put on our website 

and stationary, they give us a way to articulate who 

we are and what we’re about to the world. 

 

Bob Jordan  
Senior Pastor 

bobj@northminster.us 

309-691-6322 X109 

Refreshing Our Logo 

Refreshed NPC Logo 

Original NPC Logo 

mailto:bobj@northminster.us
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There was a day when people would choose a church 

based mostly on its label. Presbyterian, Methodist, 

Lutheran and other denominations would set up 

franchises in each community and expect “their” 

people to come. Today, however, denominational 

branding just isn’t as important to people. Instead, 

people are looking for what’s inside a church, what 

makes it tick, what does it offer, what are its people 

like. To gather their sought-after answers, would-

be visitors will most likely check a church out through 

its website before ever setting foot inside its door. 

In many ways we shouldn’t be surprised. We check 

out hotels online and restaurants. If someone is just 

moving to our community, they’ll probably investigate 

schools through district websites and “walk through” 

potential new homes via Zillow or realtor.com. 

 

With this knowledge organizations are realizing the 

importance of keeping their online presence up-to

-date and user-friendly. Keith Petran formed a team 

earlier this year that focused on what we could do 

to reset our website. Eventually Jos Smolik also 

joined the effort, helping us to identify Clover, a 

web-based company that empowers churches to 

build their own websites in a truly cost-effective 

manner. The connection with Clover allowed us to 

reduce our design costs by over 80%. 

 

The result is that we have launched an all new 

Northminster website on December 1st. The web 

address remains the same—www.northminster.us, 

but the look and ease of use are both new and 

improved. Research tells us that a good church 

website will: 

 Tell a story about the values and character of 

the church. For us it is: Jesus first, connections 

are key, and we are on mission. 

 Answer the question, what makes our church 

unique? 

 Be easy to navigate, with priority given to the 

visual experience 

The research also indicates that on average a website 

gets 10 seconds to make a good impression before 

people decide to move onto some other site. 

 

To hit all these marks we had to make the decision 

that our website will primarily, almost exclusively, 

exist for the purpose of our guests. We’ll still be able 

to listen to sermons and to submit prayer requests, 

but otherwise we’ll keep the site as lean as possible 

to keep it from becoming cluttered and confusing. 

 

If the website is for potential guests, you might be 

wondering where do the rest of us turn for resources. 

That’s where our church app comes in. The church 

app easily downloads to iPhones and Android based 

phones and contains the kind of resources that 

church members seek, like a calendar of upcoming 

events, a digital Bible, links to our social media pages, 

a portal to make donations, opportunity to listen 

to sermons, and a way to submit prayer requests. If 

you need assistance putting the app on your phone, 

feel free to contact the church office. 

 

We’d love it if you would take a tour of the new 

website. And, if you would, link it through one or 

more of your social media platforms.  

 

There are so many people who have contributed a 

lot of time and talent to the building of the site. In 

addition to the staff, we’re grateful for all that Adam 

Curry, Scott Marshall, and Josh Weingart did in 

getting the ball rolling. Lisa Lucas partnered with 

Jos Smolik in the final push and contributed so 

many hours in accomplishing the final package.  

 

As good as our new website looks, the way the 

online world works, we’ll be back here again in 

three to five years, asking what we can do to 

freshen up our website yet again. Which makes 

total sense for any church, because Jesus comes 

first, connections are key and we’re on mission! 

Northminster Launches New Website 

http://www.northminster.us
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How do you respond when people disagree with 

your religious positions? It can be stress-inducing 

to take positions on any number of topics. If you 

say “up” and someone else vehemently objects and 

declares “down”, you might sense your flight or 

fight juices beginning to flow. Depending on your 

wiring, you might quickly find yourself saying, “You 

must be right. I’m sorry.” Or if fighting back is your 

thing, you might declare in no uncertain terms, 

“WHAT DO YOU MEAN “DOWN”! YOU’VE GOT TO 

BE CRAZY!” And if the disagreement happens to be 

about religion, a whole other level of tension is 

added to the encounter.  
 

Jesus wasn’t immune to disagreements. In fact they 

occurred all the time during his ministry. There was 

the time when he was confronted by some Pharisees. 

They attempted to entrap him by asking about the 

lawfulness of paying taxes to Caesar. If Jesus had 

said that it was lawful, they would have declared 

him to be a spiritual sellout. If he had said that it 

wasn’t lawful, the Pharisees could have reported him 

to the Romans as an antiestablishment conspirator. 

But Jesus didn’t take their bait. Instead of falling 

into either end of their trap, he identified a third 

way. He took a coin, asked whose face appeared 

on it, and when they said, “Caesar’s,” he told them 

to give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to give to 

God what belongs to God.  
 

There was at least one use of his third way that 

actually created additional tension. It happened 

when a paralytic man was lowered by his friends 

through the roof of a house. Would Jesus heal the 

man? Would he get angry for the way the man cut 

in front of everyone else? The answer was “no” to 

both options. Instead, Jesus said, “Son, your sins 

are forgiven,” such a surprise third way that it put 

people off their balance.  

 

So what is the third way? The next time you read 

through Matthew, Mark, Luke and/or John, keep alert 

for the times when Jesus proposed an alternative 

to the binary solutions offered by others. What 

you’ll discover is that Jesus’ third way consistently 

calls people to the heart of God. People of his time 

as well as people today seem bent on making 

things about options that they can establish on 

their own and control for their personal ends. So 

much of “religion” falls into this category—traditions, 

victories, failures, rules, etc. God’s heart, however, 

is full of grace and truth, holiness and love, 

judgment and salvation. In God’s heart we discover 

the option(s) that settles things not just for today 

but for all of eternity.  
 

So next time someone disagrees with your faith 

positions, take him/her to God’s heart. Let the person 

know that God loves people and wants them to 

follow him with all devotion—that God is/was 

aware of each person’s reluctance and so sent 

Jesus into this world to make love personally 

available to everyone. If someone challenges your 

biblical position on an issue of justice, take the 

person to God’s heart and show him/her the love 

and the truth that reside there. 
 

In our deeply divided world, you as a follower of 

Christ embody the hope of Jesus’ third way. 

Salvation is not by rejection of religion or by the 

works of religion. Salvation—freedom from our 

messiness and brokenness—and its accoutrements: 

love, forgiveness, joy, hope, faith, community, etc.—

is freely available through God’s heart manifested 

in the person of Jesus. 

 

 Bob Jordan  
Senior Pastor 

bobj@northminster.us 

309-691-6322 X109 

The Third Way 

mailto:bobj@northminster.us
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Almost thirty of our youth participated in the Prayer 

Dare Prayer Walk. It was a chilly, windy morning; 

and many of them had spent the previous night 

sleeping in a box in the gym as part of our “Sleep 

Out Saturday” event for middle schoolers. But they 

were excited about the idea of walking our church 

neighborhood and talking to God about the needs 

of our neighbors. We paused before we left and 

stood shivering in the front of the church 

discussing what we were going to pray for. Our 

students mentioned things like:  

 

 We need to pray for people that don’t have 

homes as nice as the one’s we’re going to 

walk by, or don’t have homes at all 

 We need to pray that God would move in the 

hearts of the people in the homes we walk by 

so that they would give generously to help 

those in need 

 We need to pray for the people who feel 

lonely in their own homes, or who feel angry 

or separated from those they live with 

 We need to pray that people will give their 

lives to Jesus so that they can have eternal life 

with Him 

 

On the way back from our Prayer Walk, one of our 

students paused in the parking lot of church. She 

turned to us and said: we need to pray for all the 

people whose cars are in this parking lot – just 

because they are at church doesn’t mean they are 

close to Jesus, and they need our prayers, too. 

 

All throughout the 40-day season of Prayer Dare I 

have been repeatedly impressed by our students’ 

ability to grasp the power and the need for 

consistent, faithful prayer. Both middle and high 

school youth groups spend Prayer Dare discussing 

how to pray, what to pray for and how to hold 

ourselves accountable to daily prayer. 

You would be blessed to hear some of the things 

are students are committed to praying about. They 

are an example to all of us. As a matter of fact, the 

Bible encourages we who are older to learn from 

the example that youth can set for us. I’m sure 

you’re familiar with the encouragement that Paul 

offered his teenage friend Timothy:  

 

“Don’t let anyone look down on you 
because you are young, but set an 
example for the believers in speech, in 
conduct, in love, in faith and in purity.” —
1 Timothy 4:12. 

 

Here is a challenge: the next time you have a 

chance, ask one of our NPC youth about their faith. 

Ask them why they trust in Jesus, or what they’re 

learning in youth group, or how they have 

experienced the presence of God in their life. Allow 

their faith—their love for Jesus—to encourage and 

challenge you. And then issue them a challenge 

and some encouragement in return. You may be 

surprised by the maturity of faith you can find in a 

young person.  

 

Here is one more challenge: please pray for our 

students. They are learning how to love, trust and 

follow Jesus in a difficult culture. Pray that God will 

continue to make them examples to all of us in 

their speech, conduct, love, faith and purity. 

 

 

Jocelyn Smolik 
Director of Youth Ministries 

joss@northminster.us  

309-691-6322 X108 

Young But Not Timid 

mailto:joss@northminster.us
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Volunteer Opportunities at 

Dream Center Peoria 
Project 309 
Project 309 provides students ages six to eighteen 

with after school opportunities in mentoring, tutoring, 

learning, and electives such as math, health, 

physical education, dance, and bike and 

automotive repair. 
  

Recording Studio Construction 

 Time: 2, 4, 6, or 8 hour blocks of time or as 

needed (training on a Friday afternoon 

 Frequency: As needed until finished 

 Need: 2-6 volunteers at a time (in groups of 2) 

 Volunteers will remove drywall, cut steel 

studs, and install new cap top to walls. 

Sawzall needed. 
 

Tutoring 

 Time: 4:00 – 5:00 

 Frequency: Once a week, every other week or 

as a fill in for regular volunteers (M, T, W, Th)  

 Need: 10 rotating volunteers 

 Volunteers can serve as tutors for math or 

reading. Background check required ($7). 

 

The Shelter & The Village 
The Shelter is the only shelter in the Peoria area that 

takes women, children, and families immediately on 

an emergency basis. It provides shelter for 40-60 

individuals each night and is open 24/7. It provides 

resources and referrals to place these individuals or 

families into long-term shelter or housing. 
 

Story Time 

 Time: 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

 Frequency: Once a week (M, T, Th, or F) or 

every other week  

 Need: 4+ volunteers 

 Volunteers read bedtime stories to children 

at night. We have plenty of books but if 

volunteer would like to bring in a favorite 

that’s fine. Background check required ($7). 
 

Preparing & Serving a Meal 

 Time: Saturday  

 Frequency: Once a month 

 Need: Small groups (one small group 

needed per month) 

 Volunteers will cook meal at Northminster 

kitchen and take to Shelter and serve to 

residents. 

 

Hope Store 
The Hope Store is open to the community twice a 

month. It is a free clothing and household items 

store. Our inventory is donations based, and 

donations can be dropped off at the Dream Center 

T or Th mornings. 
 

 Time: 8:00 - Noon 

 Frequency: Every Tuesday & Thursday 

 Volunteers gather to sort and organize 

donations at the Hope Store. 
 

 Time: 8:30 - Noon 

 Frequency: First Thursday and Third 

Saturday each month 

 Volunteers can serve assisting shoppers, 

helping them bag up their items, or 

replenishing items. 
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Jocelyn Smolik: 
 

Hey NPC friends – wanted to 

say a big thank you for all of the 

encouragement you have given 

me as I have embarked on the 

path to ordination in our denomination. Your 

words of kindness and support have been a 

significant blessing to me, and I am very grateful. 
 

I thought you might like a quick update on how the 

process is going. In 2005 I graduated with my 

master’s degree from Wheaton College Graduate 

School in Biblical Studies and Christian Formation. 

Our denomination recognizes this degree as 

representing the sufficient amount of education 

and equipping to enter into pastoral ministry. That 

means I don’t have to take any classes to complete 

my ordination. However, I will have to complete a 

number of tests! They are examinations designed to 

measure my Biblical proficiency and my familiarity 

with our denomination (ECO) and it’s distinctives. 

In addition, I will take tests that will confirm my 

readiness to enter into ordained ministry. 
 

It is my goal to have these tests completed by the 

middle of winter. Then I will enter a significant 

waiting period where those tests will be graded 

and evaluated by other ECO leaders. 
 

Will you pray for me? Will you ask God to give me 

the discipline to study diligently so that these tests 

are not a burden? Would you also pray that the 

necessary communications between myself, our 

presbytery and denomination happen in a timely 

manner? And finally, will you pray that God continues 

to give us great joy and mutual encouragement as 

I finish the ordination process. I am praying that 

April may be the time when I will be examined on 

the floor of presbytery, and pending its approval, 

would become ordained as an ECO pastor.  
 

Thank you! 

Nora Johnson: 
 

Greetings Northminster Family! 
 

I have missed worshiping with 

you this semester. Currently, I’m 

a fourth-year Distance Learning Seminary Student 

at Western Theological Seminary in Holland, MI. I 

will be graduating May 2019. I am also a candidate 

for ordination in ECO.  
 

As a part of my studies this year, I am completing a 

ministry internship at First Federated Church of 

Peoria. This semester I have focused on liturgy—

the words and acts we use in worship. It has been a 

privilege to be an instrument God uses to lead His 

children in worship. Next semester, I will continue 

my internship at FFC, focusing on preaching.  
 

As I have worked through seminary I have been able 

to discern that God is calling me to serve Him through 

a pastoral position in a local church. My internships 

afford me the opportunity to grow into that calling.  
 

In October, I was able to represent NPC at the 

Great Lakes Presbytery meeting in Logansport, IN 

with Pastor Bob, Jennifer Loer and Jos Smolik. We 

voted to multiply the Presbytery so in January 2018 

we will officially be in the Presbytery of the Harvest. 

I was elected to serve on the Ministry Partnership 

Team (MPT), the team that supports the individual 

churches and sessions in our presbytery. I am excited 

to be able to serve our presbytery in this way.  
 

One of the most difficult aspects of seminary has 

been being separated from Northminster, the 

church of my baptism, confirmation, wedding, and 

ordination as an elder. Northminster is my church 

family. Thank you for all of your care and support. 

Please keep Michael, Ari (8th grade), Gabriel (5th 

grade) and me in your prayers.  
 

Grace and Peace. 

 

Ordination Updates 
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We are a greatly privileged generation. It has been 

said that we don’t lack in knowledge, but in the 

implementing of the truths that knowledge holds. 

Here we are in 2017, in the Advent Season, and 

about to embark on a New Year, 2018. What will 

this hold for us and how will we make this a 

personal story of Christ in us? 
 

The Christmas Carol “O Come, O Come Emmanuel,” 

is a cry of God’s chosen people for the hope of the 

Messiah! This haunting, ancient, and accessible 

melody is from the old tradition of plainsong. 

Plainsong is the medieval music of the church to 

express biblical truths through music. It was 

compiled from responses that would be sung of 

scripture in smaller segments called antiphons. It is 

older than the 12th century AD, but even older are 

the scriptures that are expressed in every verse.  
 

In the first verse, we are introduced to the 

Emmanuel as the Deliverer. The connotation of the 

Babylonian exile is a parallel to the exile of our 

relationship with God himself. Within is the hope 

of restoration of that relationship through Messiah.  
 

The second verse speaks of the Lord of Might! 

Perhaps restating the Roman church idea of our 

unworthiness and deserving of judgment. The 

glimmer of hope and promise comes in the third 

verse when we are introduced to the Rod of Jesse, 

Isaiah 11:1. A wonderfully fulfilled prophesy as we 

see through the genealogy of Matthew which we 

heard about in our sermon last Sunday.  
 

It isn’t until the fourth verse that we see not a 

deliverer from a physical oppression, but the 

deliverer from our spiritual darkness. The priest 

Zacharias expressed it wonderfully in Luke 1:78-79. 

“The Day-Spring or the sunrise, from on high has 

visited us, to give light to them that sit in darkness 

and in the shadow of death” The fifth verse, we are 

pointed to the reason He came. Isaiah 22:22 

declares His royalty as “Thou Key of David.” It 

expresses through His Godhood, that He would 

have the government upon His shoulder, Isaiah 9:6. 

He would not only suffer and die for us, but rise 

again so we could rise with Him. We now wait for 

His second Advent with urgency when victory over 

sin and death will be fully realized. 
 

So I ask, are you eagerly awaiting the Messiah? 

What does He mean to you? My prayer for you this 

advent is to be free to worship Him in spirit and in 

truth, awaiting His promises for you. I also pray that 

you would be restored as you find yourself in Him.  
 

We wait for you, Lord Jesus, Emmanuel! 

 

Steve Gokool 
Director of Music Ministries 

steveg@northminster.us 

309-691-6322 X110 

Family Night at Peoria Rivermen 
 

Friday, January 12, 2018 
 

The Fellowship Ministry Team is sponsoring an opportunity for you and your family 

to attend a Peoria Rivermen Hockey Game on Friday, January 12th. This is Star Wars 

Night at the Hockey Game so wear your Star Wars outfits! Tickets are $15 each. 

Hope you can join us for this fun evening.  Contact: Roberta Burns (309-693-1021). 

God With Us! 

mailto:steveg@northminster.us
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Laughter Is the Best Medicine 
 

From there to here, from here to there, funny 

things are everywhere. — Dr. Seuss 
 

My youngest son asked me how old I was. I 

answered, “29 and holding.” He thought for a 

moment and then asked, “And how old would 

you be if you let go?” 
 

Did you smile or let out a little chuckle as you read 

the joke above? If you did, then you just improved 

your health. Your brain released endorphins which 

are your feel good chemicals. These chemicals 

have just released tension within you, lowered your 

anxiety, boosted your immune system and 

increased your circulation, increased your pain 

tolerance. Sounds like Vitamin L without the pill. 
 

Let’s increase your pain tolerance. 

The trouble with bucket seats is that not 

everyone has the same size bucket. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Need to release more tension? 

I just read that 4,153,237 people got married 

last year. Not to cause alarm or worry, but 

shouldn't that be an even number? 
 

How about improve the immune system? 

I just did a week's worth of cardio after walking 

into a spider web. 
 

Lower your anxiety? 

Enjoy this video and discover the joy of laughter! 
 

This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice 

and be glad in it. — Psalm 118:24 

 

FCN Health Tidbit 

Northminster Library  
If you recently glanced into the Northminster 

Library and noticed several boxes littering the 

floor, you might have thought we were closing 

down. That is not the case. I have done some 

recent purging, with the donations going to other 

organizations. There are still over 2000 items in our 

library— books, DVD’s and CD’s.  
 

If you are looking for a new devotional, we have 

those. If you want to entertain your children or 

grandchildren, we have tons of books and videos 

for them. If you want the latest book by Max 

Lucado, Kyle Idleman, or John Ortberg, we might 

have it. If you want a nice easy to read novel, we 

have plenty of those also. Do you like biographies? 

We have some. Do you need a commentary to go 

along with a Bible study? We have those. 
 

I try to place seasonal items on the desk or on top 

of the shelves for easy viewing. With Christmas just 

around the corner, you will find several books and 

videos for your pleasure. Please come into the 

Northminster Library soon – located right next to 

the main church office. I think you will be 

pleasantly surprised at what we have to offer.  
 

Checkout procedures could not be easier. Simply 

fill out the card inside the front cover with your 

name and the date. Then place the card in the 

basket located close to the door. Keep the book as 

long as you like. When finished, please return the 

materials to the basket located on the shelf – also 

close to the door. The librarian does the rest. 

Enjoy! 

Sue Carroll 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dmVzCf_G1-k&t=408s
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Northminster News 

Northminster Online! 
Download the Northminster App on IOS and Android marketplaces for free up-to-date information! 

Search “NPC Peoria” 

Follow Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/ NorthminsterPeoriaIL 

 50+ Lunch Bunch 

 Friday, December 15th, noon 
 

 Men’s Breakfast 

 Saturday, December 16th, 8:00 am 
 

 Christmas Mini-Cantata 

 Sunday, December 17th , 8:30 & 10:00 am 
 

 Session Meeting 

 Tuesday, December 19th, 7:00 pm 
 

 NLC Advent Program 

 Thursday, December 21st, 6:30 pm 
 

 Christmas Eve 

 No morning services 

 Evening Services Only (4:30, 7:00 & 11:00pm) 

 Christmas Day Service 

 10:00 am 
 

 Office closed December 25th & January 1st 
 

 NLC closed December 26th – 30th 
 

 December 31st Services 

 8:30 & 10:00 am - No Youth or Children’s classes 

 

 Office closed January 1st 
 

 NPC Ladies Night Out “Soup-er” Party 

 Saturday, January 20th  

 

 Cards / Cubs Game @ Wrigley Field 

 July 20, 2018 

 

Upcoming Events 

Dinner Groups 
 

For many years Northminster’s Fellowship Team  

formed adult dinner groups beginning in February. 

For 2018 we will be putting this activity in practice 

again. This is a wonderful way to meet and connect 

with people from Northminster. Adults (singles and 

couples) can choose to meet in homes or restaurants 

in the evening or daytime. The groups are usually 

made up of 8-10 people, and each person takes a 

turn either hosting or making plans for time and 

place. These groups usually meet four times or 

more, and some groups have been meeting for 

years. More information will be coming early next 

year on how to sign up.  
 

Contact:  Bobbie Prager (692-5381 or 360-7523; 

bobbiemacf@comcast.net)  

50+ Lunch Bunch 
Friday, December 15th, Noon 
 

Come join us for some Christmas fun and games! 
 

The meal will be $7.00 per person and reservations 

should be made by December 13th to Diane Perry 

(perrycj3@aol.com or 309-285-0446). 
 

Menu: Chili, salad, cheese & crackers, fruit, cookies 

and drink. Hope to see you there! 

 

October Financials 
Due to limited space, the financials did not make it 

into the newsletter. If you want more information, 

please contact Keith (keithp@northminster.us or 

Donna (donnac@northminster.us). 

http://www.facebook.com/%20NorthminsterPeoriaIL
mailto:bobbiemacf@comcast.net?subject=Dinner%20Groups
mailto:perrycj3@aol.com
mailto:keithp@northminster.us
mailto:donnac@northminster.us).
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