
  

December 2019 

Inside this Issue 

 Page 

Preparing Your Soul for Christmas 1-2 

It’s a Wonderful Life 2 

Christmas Eve 2 

Staffing Plans for Worship & Music 3 

Cantata 3 

Threshold Stewardship 4 

Desiring Hospitality Brings Joy 4 

Can You Hear Me Now? 5 

50+ Lunch Bunch 5 

Advent for Children 6 

Drop & Shop 6 

What Are You Waiting For? 7 

Cookies for Dream Center 7 

The Most Wonderful Time of the Year 8 

Christmas Music 8 

Youth Stronghold Retreat  9 

Church Closing Policy 9 

Moving IN. UP. & OUT. In December 10 

Upcoming Events 11 

December Birthdays 11 

The Christmas Story 12 

For unto you is born this day in the city of  

David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
Luke 2:11 

 

How are you feeling about Christmas this year? 

Your answer might depend considerably on the life 

situation in which you find yourself. People with 

children or grandchildren and those with nephews 

and nieces—not to mention those with close and 

meaningful friendships—might be frantically 

tracking down the best gifts to give the ones they 

love. Then there are the many seasonal school 
events that need to be attended and celebrated—

and fit into already busy schedules. Others might 

be stressing over, or highly anticipating, holiday 

travel plans. Church leaders are hard at work 

planning additional worship services, even as they 

fulfill their normal duties. And for those who have 

suffered the loss of someone they love, their 

journey toward Christmas may appropriately be 
filled with deep sadness, hurt and longing. It seems 

then that the approach we take toward the 

Christmas season can have more to do with our life 

situations than it does with the substance of the 

Christmas event itself. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Click here to read last month’s newsletter. 

Northminster Presbyterian Church ◆ 309.691.6322 ◆ www.northminster.us ◆ NPC-Peoria Church App ◆ Facebook ◆ Instagram 

Preparing Your Soul 

for Christmas 
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Preparing Your Soul for Christmas — cont. 

If we pause and think about it, however, the true 

meaning and significance of Christmas outshines 

any situationally based definition we give to it. The 

arrival of Jesus, the coming of THE SAVIOR, the 
appearance of God in the flesh, all make Christmas 

the defining event in all of history. He’s THE ANSWER 

to sin, separation from God, discord in the world, 

and even suffering and death. The long-expected 

arrival of the Messiah turned out to be something 

bigger than anyone anticipated. More than a rescue 

on a worldly scale, it was redemption on a scale that 

could only come from God.  

When we approach Christmas this year—or any 

year—it is most appropriate not to define the 

season simply by the situations in which we find 

ourselves or by the decorations we’ve added to the 

story. The absolute good news is that Jesus has 

come into this world! His coming (which is the 

meaning of the word “Advent”), has redefined 

reality itself. As we celebrate his first arrival, we also 

are able to celebrate his promised second coming, 

when he will make all things new.  

This Christmas season, whether we happen to be 

hurting or hurried, let’s give ourselves the gift of 

engaging the true significance of the baby born in a 

manger. Let us give ourselves the gift of anticipating 

the coming of Jesus and the new life he brings. 
 

Bob Jordan  
Lead Pastor 

bobj@northminster.us 

309.691.6322 (x109) 

(Continued from page 1) 

Northminster’s Advent sermon series explores the 

Wonderful Life available to all through Jesus Christ. 

December 1 The Gift of Abundance John 10:9-10 

December 8 The Gift of Satisfaction John 6:35 

December 15 The Gift of Significance John 15:5 

December 22 The Gift of Eternity John 11:25-26 

December 24 The Gift of Life John 8:12 

It’s a Wonderful Life   Christmas Eve  

 4:00pm Christmas Family Fun Zone 

 4:30pm Family Service with  
  Candlelight  
 
 6:30pm Fellowship with Cookies & Hot Chocolate 

 7:00pm Celebration Service with  
  Candlelight  

mailto:bobj@northminster.us
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With Steve Gokool discerning a call to serve God in 

another congregation, Northminster’s Human 

Resource Team is already at work seeking 

leadership to support our Worship and Music teams 
and to partner with all of us in moving IN, UP and 

OUT. Here’s the latest update: 

a. December 8th Cantata     Our Northminster 

Choir and Hand Bells ministries will lead a 

Cantata service on December 8th at 3:00 pm. 

We’re grateful to Steve for his support!  

b. Interim Praise Team Leadership     A team 

consisting of Kathie Rollins, our Praise Team 

members, Jocelyn Smolik and a host of others 

will make sure that our Sunday worship services 

are gifted with meaningful opportunities to 
engage God in and through music. 

c. Ongoing Choir and Hand Bell Leadership      

In December we will be seeking dedicated, part 

time leadership for our Choir and Hand Bell 

ministries so that both teams experience great 
support during our winter into spring season 

and beyond. 

d. Worship Leader Position     In December the 

HR Team will post three job descriptions and 

begin networking these opportunities through a 

number of Church channels. By posting three 

variations of the position, we hope to attract the 

greatest number of candidates. The three 

variations of the position are: (1) a full time 

Worship Leader, (2) a part time Worship Leader, 
and (3) a full time position divided between 

worship leading and creative communication 

(The descriptions differ one from another based 

on the stipulated number of working hours.) 

The HR Team has based our descriptions on 

Northminster’s current needs and on standards 

that they have found in the broader Church. As 

soon as the descriptions are approved, we’ll 
make them available to the congregation, 

various online posting sites, and to the general 

public. When we identify a short list of 

candidates through their resumes, 

questionnaires and phone interviews, we’ll bring 

them onsite for a weekend of interviews that 

will include multiple connections with our 

congregation.  

The HR Team will keep the congregation updated 

at least monthly. If you have any questions, feel free 

to contact anyone on the HR Team. 

The HR Team: Adam Curry, David Edwards, Ric 

Stuck, Tina Vandermyde, and Bob 

Jordan 

Staffing Plans for Worship and Music 
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Threshold Stewardship 

2020 

 How will I better use my income to 

glorify God? 

 How will I better use my time to 

glorify God? 

 How will I use my skills and abilities 
to glorify God in 2020?  

 What is something I will do to be a 

better steward of the earth? 

2019 

 How did I honor God with my 

income? 

 How did I honor God with my time? 

 How did I honor God with my skills 

and abilities? 

 How did I honor God with how I 

treated the planet? 

There is something defining about crossing a threshold. When we walk through a doorway, we leave one 

space and enter another. In leaving, we have the opportunity to sum up and regard the time we have spent, 

and in entering, to dream and to discover what will fill the time that lies ahead of us. The end of a year and 

the beginning of the next is just such a threshold. We’re completing one revolution around the sun and 
beginning another. And in crossing this solar threshold, we have the opportunity to reflect on our stewardship 

of God’s gifts in 2019 and to dream and make plans for our stewardship of his gifts in 2020. Consider using 

the following questions to guide your reflections on stewardship this December. 

As we’ve been focusing on growing in uncommon, 

everyday hospitality this year, I’ve found it’s hard to 

prioritize others when I really just want to take care 

of myself. Whether it’s stopping to say hi to my 
neighbor when we get home at the same time or 

making space for my husband’s preferences, I’m 

finding that I must constantly remind myself to lay 

down my life as Jesus did. 

It’s tempting when I fall short to be hard on myself 

for not "doing the right thing," but that quickly 
turns hospitality into an obligation--not very life-

giving! Instead, I’ve been celebrating God’s grace 

for me and his power to change my heart. I want to 

desire what God desires and to delight in his 

creation. When I desire hospitality, it becomes an 

opportunity to find joy in the diverse and complex 

people he’s created. As I align my desires with his, I 

don’t have to worry about being too self-focused 

because my heart begins to delight in others. 

Hospitality becomes joyful! 

If you’ve found it hard to step into hospitality this 

year, I’m with you! Join me in thanking God for his 

tenderness and grace toward us. And join me in 

asking that he would change our hearts, so 

hospitality is a joyful desire instead of an obligation. 

Laura Amodio 
Northminster Elder 

laura.n.amodio@gmail.com 

Desiring Hospitality Brings Joy 

mailto:laura.n.amodio@gmail.com
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Can You Hear Me Now? 
In 2002 I switched from being a preschool teacher 

to a church secretary. There is a big difference 

between these two jobs, with completely different 

skill sets. (My standing joke was that I thought I was 
going to be working with adults!)  

My biggest anxiety with the new job, was the 

phone system—there were so many buttons! Dan 

McLaughlin was the Church Administrator at the 

time and the first person I accidentally hung up on 

(but not the last) was his wife, Janet! Fortunately, 

they were very gracious and understanding.  

The phone system in 2002 was fairly new to the 
church. It had a lot of features we were looking for 

and could handle a lot of extensions, which we 

needed for the growing Learning Center. We are 

still using that system today! Because of the changes 

in technology and our changes in what we need, 

this phone system is now obsolete. The current 

phone system is difficult to program, difficult to 

save voice mail greetings, it requires us to manually 
change the time (in two places) when the time 

changes for Daylight Savings Time, some of the 

phones don’t even work anymore, and it is costly 

and time-consuming when we need a service call.  

Keith Petran, Director of Operations, continually 

looks for ways the church can save money, but still 

have quality service and products. So, by the end of 

this year we will be switching to a new internet 
provider and new phone system. They will both 

come from the same company. The internet will be 

faster, and the phones will be voice over internet. 

The new phone system will cost less and provide 

more! We will have caller ID, ability to have call 

forwarding, the ability to make a call on our cell 

phones through a church line, and some of the 

phones will be cordless so we can take them around 
the building with us.  

The office staff is very excited to have this new system. 

And while I can’t say I won’t hang up on anyone 

again, I hope you experience a higher quality of 

communication through our phones. 

Karen Ring 
Pastoral Assistant 

karenr@northminster.us 

309.691.6322 (x101) 

When you see this listed on upcoming events, do you 

wonder what it is? Are you over 50? Do you like to 

eat? Are you interested in getting to know people 

at church better? 

On the third Friday of the month, the 50+ Lunch 

Bunch shares a meal and enjoys varied activities 

and experiences. We usually meet in the Trinity 

Room but also go to a restaurant from time to time. 

For example, in November we went to Pizza Ranch 

for food and everyone brought an antique of their 

own to share (a little like Antiques Roadshow on TV). 

Fun was had by all! Some of our programs have 
included Irish dancers, speakers on senior scams, 

info on caregiver support, fitness activities, games 

of bingo, group discussions, hymn sings, and a visit 

to the Wheels of Time Museum. We rotate planning 

for each month including decorating and deciding 

on the food and activity. 

This group shares personal stories, laughs and prays 

together, and supports our church in any way we can.  

If this sounds like something you would like to 

attend, look for the announcement in the bulletin 

and call the person listed. Friends and relatives are 

always welcome. We are looking forward to getting 

to know you better!  

Bobbie Prager 
bobbiemacf@comcast.net 

mailto:karenr@northminster.us
mailto:bobbiemacf@comcast.net
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Advent automatically invites anticipation for children. 

They are ready for the excitement of Christmas all 

season long. My own children love pointing out every 

Christmas decoration they see while we are in the 
car. Decorating the tree, making a wish list, shopping 

for gifts, perhaps a photo with a man in a red suit, 

and other family traditions all add to the build-up of 

Christmas for our little ones. This season I challenge 

you to focus on Advent. During Advent we recognize 

our need for Jesus, we celebrate that he came and 

saved us, and we anticipate that he will return. Below 

are some ideas to focus on Advent with children. I’ve 
also listed some excellent Christian children’s books 

as gift suggestions for any children on your list. 

Advent Ideas: 

 Make a Jesse tree 

 Purchase or draw a nativity set and put out one 

piece each day, discussing its role in the 

Christmas story 

 Read a Christmas book or devotional each day 

(see the list to the right) 

 Have children help wrap presents while praying 

for the recipients 

 Participate together in acts of community 
service 

 Light an Advent wreath each Sunday 

 Use an Advent calendar to mark the days until 

Christmas and discuss each day the purpose of 

this time of anticipation 

 Hide and finda a Shepherd on the Search 

(similar to Elf on the Shelf but focused on the 

nativity) 

 Do a “giving manger” 

 Make salt dough ornaments or a nativity set  

Book gift ideas: 

 The Beginner’s Bible 

 The Jesus Storybook Bible 

 One Big Story Bible 

 The Tale of Three Trees 

(Angela Hunt) 

 God Gave Us Christmas 

(Lisa Tawn Bergen) 

 Itsy Bitsy Christmas (Max Lucado) 

 The Crippled Lamb (Max Lucado) 

 The Newborn King (Pat Thompson) 

 Who Is Coming to Our House? (Joseph Slate) 

 The Touchy-Feely Nativity (Usborne) 

 The Donkey Who Carried a King (R.C. Sproul) 

 I AM: 40 Reasons to Trust God (Diane Stortz) 

 The Christmas Promise (Alison Mitchell) 

 
Special opportunities to invite families and 

children to Northminster: 

 Sunday, December 15th, 10:00am Kid Groups 

Christmas Celebration 

 Tuesday, December 24th, 4:30pm Family 
Christmas Eve Worship (Christmas Family Fun 
Zone begins at 4:00pm) 

Kristen Frederick 
Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

kristenf@northminster.us 

309.691.6322 (x105) 

 Advent for Children 

Drop & Shop 
Saturday, December 14th, 9:00am to 12:00pm 

Parents can drop kids off and go Christmas shopping. Kids will do crafts, games, Storytime and have a snack. 

Register by December 12th: tiny.cc/Drop-Shop. Suggested donation: $5/hour per child, $10/hour per family. 
You may donate online or at the event via cash or check. All donations will go to our high school youth 

mission trip. Contact: Kristen Frederick (309.691. 6322 or kristenf@northminster.us) 

https://www.myjessetree.com/what-is-jesse-tree/
https://www.thegivingmanger.com/
mailto:kristenf@northminster.us
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/drop-shop-registration-82836804111?aff=escb&utm-source=cp&utm-term=listing&utm-campaign=social&utm-medium=discovery&utm-content=attendeeshare
mailto:kristenf@northminster.us
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Traditionally, the church has viewed Advent as a 

time of waiting. A time of considering our deep 

need for a savior and orienting our thoughts and 

our hearts toward Jesus as the one who has come 
to meet our needs and the one who has promised 

to come again. 

 

During this advent season, High School Youth 

Group is talking about Jesus as the one for whom 

we are all waiting. Specifically, we’re talking about 

the three “offices” that Jesus holds and how those 

offices represent the deepest needs of the human 
heart. Would you join us as we look forward to the 

coming of Christ; and to the ways that, even now, 

Jesus meets us as our Prophet, Priest and King? 

 

Jesus is our Prophet. 

A Prophet is someone who speaks for another. All 

of us have a deep need for the message of God in 

our lives. We’re looking for words that comfort in 
the midst of sorrow, words that teach us how to live 

wisely in a difficult world, words that give us hope 

for a confusing future and even words that might 

give us insight into ourselves. Jesus has come to 

bring all of those things. 

Jesus is our Priest. 

Humans also have a deep longing to be made right 

with God. A Priest is one who represents the people 

to God, who makes intercession on their behalf so 
that right relationship is restored between humans 

and God. Modern humans do a lot to justify our 

actions – or we pretend that actions don’t’ matter at 

all – and we need a way back to God. This is the 

work of Jesus, who has come, not only as the 

perfect priest, but as the perfect sacrifice as well. 

 

Jesus is our King. 
Humans also need a Lord – this is perhaps very 

controversial. But the truth is that we all worship 

something, and our lives are centered around 

something that we think gives us hope, purpose 

and meaning. Jesus has come as our KING, the one 

who exercises sovereign authority over our lives 

and to whom we submit as our leader and master. 

 
I’m praying that God will use this study of Jesus as 

our Prophet, Priest and King to help students 

realize their own deepest need for a Savior and that 

they will find him during this season of Advent. Join 

me in this prayer and let’s wait on the Lord, 

together. 

 

Jocelyn Smolik 
Pastor of Spiritual Formation 

joss@northminster.us 

309.691.6322 (x108) 

What Are You Waiting For?  

In an attempt to make Christmas more festive for those staying in the Dream Center 

shelter, the Mission Team would like to take them some Christmas cookies. To help, 

bake 2-3 dozen Christmas cookies and bring to the Fellowship Hall at Northminster 

on December 15th. If you would like to be a part of our cookie delivery team, contact 
LeeAnn Glatz (309.453.1005 or jlglatz@hotmail.com). 

Cookies for Dream Center 

mailto:joss@northminster.us
mailto:jlglatz@hotmail.com
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The Most Wonderful Time of the Year 

Advent has always been a special time in the 

Learning Center. It is the children’s (and teachers’) 

most favorite time of year. Every day during advent, 

in a dimly lit room, we begin our day with lighting 
our advent wreath. We discuss the significance of 

each candle and talk about what they mean. As we 

draw closer to Christmas, we light a new candle 

each week.  

In a similar way, the children also have the joy of 

using our Advent Book each day. There are doors to 

open every day which tells the Christmas story from 

Mary’s visit from Angel Gabriel to Boy Jesus in the 
Temple. The children enjoy the anticipation of what 

will be in the next door each day.  

During our day to day activities we discuss several 

symbols of Christmas like the candy cane, the star, 

the bow, and even the color red. We do crafts, read 

stories and demonstrate how these symbols relate 

to Jesus’ birth. Using these symbols we create gifts 

for our parents. 

However, the most precious part of Advent is Godly 

Play. The Godly Play story about Advent last four 

weeks. The first week we lay out a road to 

Bethlehem with Isaiah on the road to lead the way. 

Each week we add new people to the road like the 

Holy Family, the Shepherds, and the Magi. The 

children learn songs to better understand the story 

of that glorious night.  

Our culminating event is our Advent Night. It is 

typically held the Thursday before Christmas break. 

During this night, the children in all the classes 

enjoy three different 

stations. First the families 

travel through the “hall of 

trees” to the Fellowship 
Hall where they watch a 

video and make cards for 

Santa’s Hospital Helpers. 

The children have 

collected toys during the month and it is time to 

give them away. We have been supporting this 

Mission for several years now as we feel that the 

children can relate to a child having to spend the 
holidays in the hospital. Their second station is 

cookies, hot chocolate, and fellowship in the gym as 

they have a chance to take a family photo up on the 

stage. The families then travel through the “hallway 

of gifts” to the Sanctuary. This is the most important 

part of the night when the parents watch as the 

children share their Godly Play story. At the end of 

the story, the final piece is placed...Baby Jesus! 

If you are interested in coming to see our Godly 

Play, Advent story, it will be December 19th at 6:30. 

We would love to share our story with you!  

Michelle Lundquist  
Associate Director 

Northminster Learning Center 

michellel@northminster.us 

309.691.6322 (x127) 

 

Christmas Music 

Precious Promise  
Steven Curtis 

Chapman 

He Has Come For Us 
Meredith Andrews 

 

Born Is the King 
Hillsong Worship 

 

Light of the World 
Lauren Daigle 

 

We Have a Savior 
Hillsong Worship 

 

Midnight Clear 
Chris Tomlin 

 

Click on the album cover to listen. 

 

mailto:michellel@northminster.us
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_cLhaZIBSpo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0esKTjhqJII
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=42KD0EJi8ws
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KCFgL4Ye-6w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qf6OoAZbAQg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E4tGVUX3YqI
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Youth Stronghold Retreat 2020 
  
January 24th - 26th 

  
When: Load & depart NPC 5pm, January 24th  

 Return to NPC, approx. 3pm, January 26th 

Where: Stronghold Retreat Center - Oregon, IL 

Who: All 8th - 12th graders 

Cost:  $125 ($50 deposit due at sign-up) 

Deadline: December 22nd  

It’s our SEVENTH annual NPC Stronghold Retreat. 

The weekend retreat is designed for all of our 

incoming confirmation class (8th graders) and for 

high schoolers (9th-12th grade). It’s a chance to get 

away, study God’s word, build community, play 

some fun games, worship together and grow in our 

relationships with Jesus Christ and each other. 

The event has some special and unique qualities. 

First, incoming confirmands (8th graders) are invited 

to participate as an introduction to the confirmation 

process. They’ll get a chance to know our high 

schoolers and will experience a special welcome 

and jump-start into the confirmation process at 

NPC. Secondly, as always, our graduating seniors 
will lead the retreat with games, special activities 

and talks. They will share from their experiences 

and offer encouragement to our younger students. 

Finally, we love the chance for our adults to spend 

time with our students and discipling them 

intentionally for a weekend. 

 

 

To sign up: 

Please fill out the registration form and return it 
with a $50 deposit to Jos by December 22nd. After 

that date all spots will be available on a first-come 

first-served basis. Last year we were filled to 

capacity, so reserving a spot early is a good idea. 

If the cost of the retreat is a hardship, please let Jos 

know—we will talk about the process to make sure 
every student can attend. 

Also, if your student has a prior calendar conflict 

during the weekend, they may still be able to 

attend; please contact Jos to work out a plan to 

attend for part of the weekend. 

Questions? Comments? More info? 

Jos Smolik 
Pastor of Spiritual Formation 

joss@northminster.us 

309.691.6322 (x108) 

 

From time to time Northminster might be forced to 

close its doors. The obvious reason would be due to 

the bad weather/dangerous driving conditions. Other 

reasons might be a power outage, water issues, etc. 
When the decision is made to close the building, all 

events for that day will be cancelled. We will make 

every attempt to make sure you know when the 

decision is made to close. Church closing will be 

posted on Facebook, the website and TV & Radio 

stations. Church app notifications and a group email 
will also be sent. 

Church Closing Policy 

mailto:joss@northminster.us
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If you would like to purchase a 

poinsettia ($12) for the church, 

sign up in the lobby or contact 

Karen Ring (309.691.6322 or 
karenr@northminster.us). We are 

purchasing plants from EP!C, a 

local organization that supports 

individuals with disabilities and 

their families.  

 

Church Family 

Christmas Cards 

 

Holiday Serving 
Guide 

As a way of moving IN and connecting with others, 

let’s all bring in a family photo and a Christmas card 

or letter to share in the church lobby. Boards with 

clips can be found to your left, as you walk in the 
main church doors. Clip your photo/card/letter on 

the board and don’t forget to label your photo with 

your name so we can grow in calling each other by 

our names! 

 

We are entering the holiday season and the 

Northminster Mission Team wants to plant a seed 

for everyone to use the Holiday Serving Guide 

available at Northminster and online. This guide 
will provide several opportunities in December for 

our congregation to reach “OUT” and serve our 

neighbors with genuine agape care. It is a great 

tool to use in finding the details you will need to 

make serving others part your holiday traditions. 

A Giving Tree is in the church lobby. Next to it is a 

board with ornaments bearing “wishes” of children 

and seniors from disadvantaged homes. Choose one 

or more of the ornaments and purchase gifts from 
their list. Return gifts to the church by Sunday, 

December 8th. They must be unwrapped, but may 

be in gift bags. Attach the ornament securely to 

the gift. Contact the church office if you have 

questions. 

Poinsettias Giving Tree 

mailto:karenr@northminster.us
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/b6/b6606483-ccf2-4fb9-a9ca-31006202e04c/documents/Holiday_Mission_Ops_2019.pdf
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 Advent Begins 
 Sunday, December 1st 

 

 Christmas Cantata 
 December 8th, 3:00pm 
 

 HS Christmas Party 
 Sunday, December 15th 

 

 MS Christmas Party  
 Wednesday, December 18th  
 

 NLC Advent Program 
 Thursday, December 19th, 6:00pm 
 

 Christmas Eve Services 
 4:30pm (Family), 7:00pm (Celebratory) 
 

 Office Closed 
 December 25th & January 1st  

Upcoming Events 

Cantata 
Sunday, December 8

th
 

3:00pm in the Sanctuary 
 

  *see page 3 for details 

December Birthdays 

3 Kurtis Best  5 Nate Amodio  6 Michael Accord  7 Linda Wyckoff 

9 
Roberta Burns  

Anna Olmsted  
 10 Beth Flanagan   11 Riley McRaven  12 

Owen Nudd 

Raylynn Sahm 

Bob Thorn 

13 Leon Brewer  15 
Bryan Province  

Lisa Sherwood  
 16 

 Steve McRaven  

Joanna Stuck  
 17 

Danny Johnston  

Rachel Moore  

18 
Kim Huffman 

Roger Rohlfing 
 19 

Carol Morrell 

Jim Morrison 

Alex Stevenson 
 20 

Scott Kammeyer 

Mike Lewis 
 21 

Terri Arnett 

Jay Glatz 

22 Bob Bjerke  23 Danny Schell   24 Grace McConaghie  25 Cameron Kagy 

27 
Deb Newton 

Bruce Wyckoff 
 28 Jen Franzoni  30 

Robin McCrackin  

Steve Sherwood  
   

Let us know if we missed someone’s birthday!  
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Luke 1:26-56; 2:1-21 

I 
n the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent 

from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 

to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name 

was Joseph, of the house of David. And the 

virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said, 

“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” But she 

was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern 

what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel said 

to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 

with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb 

and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will 

be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And 

the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 

and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of 

his kingdom there will be no end.”  

And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am 

a virgin?” And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit 

will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 

overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be 

called holy—the Son of God. And behold, your relative 

Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and 

this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 

For nothing will be impossible with God.” And Mary said, 

“Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me 

according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 

In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the 

hill country, to a town in Judah, and she entered the 

house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. And when 

Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in 

her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 

and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you 

among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 

And why is this granted to me that the mother of my 

Lord should come to me? For behold, when the sound of 

your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb 

leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that 

there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her 

from the Lord.” 

And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my 

spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked on the 

humble estate of his servant. For behold, from now on all 

generations will call me blessed; for he who is mighty 

has done great things for me, and holy is his name. And 

his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to 

generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has 

scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; he 

has brought down the mighty from their thrones and 

exalted those of humble estate; he has filled the hungry 

with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty. 

He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his 

mercy, as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his 

offspring forever.” And Mary remained with her about 

three months and returned to her home. 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus 

that all the world should be registered. This was the first 

registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And 

all went to be registered, each to his own town. And 

Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of 

Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called 

Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of 

David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who 

was with child. And while they were there, the time came 

for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn 

son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in 

a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the 

field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And an 

angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great 

fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I 

bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the 

people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David 

a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for 

you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths 

and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the 

angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and 

saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace 

among those with whom he is pleased!” 

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem 

and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 

made known to us.” And they went with haste and found 

Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And 

when they saw it, they made known the saying that had 

been told them concerning this child. And all who heard 

it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary 

treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 

And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 

for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, 

he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before 

he was conceived in the womb. 
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