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Peoria Great Banquet 
come to the table . . . 

A Life of Grace 
 

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves;  
it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” Ephesians 2:8-9     

 
No, I am not going to give you a short biography of Grace Kelley who was an actress and became Grace of Monaco 

after marrying Prince Rainier III in 1956. Nor will this be a biography of Grace Slick, to whom I listened in my 

teenage years singing for Jefferson Airplane. I am going to share with you a story of grace – the Yahweh kind.   

Many Christians could define grace and mostly the definition would be something like, “unmerited favor” or 

maybe “undeserved mercy.” As we have heard often at the Great Banquet, it is something that everybody needs, 

but nobody can possibly earn or deserve. It comes from the heart of God who loves each of us unconditionally. 

But it is more than that. It is the great enabler. God’s grace comes to us to enable us to live to please God and 

to bring us into a relationship of devotion and holiness. Bill Elliff of Life Action Ministries defines it, “Grace is that 

divine enabling that gives us the desire and power to do what God asks.” Paul wrote of it in Eph. 2:8-9 “For by 

grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest 

anyone should boast.” 

God has made an amazing investment in your life by sending His Son to die for your sins and He wants that 

investment to produce a man or woman of grace and a life of blessing.   

I was not raised in a Christian home. My wife Roxanne was nominally Roman Catholic but you’d have to identify 

me as pagan. My plan was to live life to the fullest and my plan did not include God. My college days included 

politics, booze and drugs. The result of my priorities led my wife to leave me after 4-5 years. God had saved my 

friend Dan and he led me to become a seeker of God. After failing miserably to turn my life around God began 

to show me what it meant to live for Him. I found I could not. Thus, I was introduced to grace. Christianity was 

not about keeping rules as I had understood it. It was about grace.  

God’s grace is not just about forgiving sins – although that is certainly included. It is also about God changing 

us, giving us His Holy Spirit. II Corinthians says, “if any man be in Christ he is a new creature… old things are 

passed, behold all things have become new.” We are not to live as we lived before we knew Christ. When we 

have been born again, God begins a process in us called “sanctification.” The word “sanctify” means “set apart” 

or “holy”. It is in the sanctifying power of God that He comes into our lives and changes us as we receive it and 

respond to His grace. This leads to the believer becoming like Christ – being able to live a holy life. 

The German theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer talked about this. He talked about what he called, “cheap grace.” 

Cheap grace is a false concept of grace which concludes that we have no responsibility to respond to God’s 

grace… just receive His forgiveness and go on with life – largely untouched and unaccountable for our response 

to God. Cheap grace is faith without works. Perhaps you’ve heard people say you need to walk the walk and not 

just talk the talk. That’s what we’re talking about! We are not to think about grace like we think about a “get 

out of jail free” card from Monopoly. Grace is not meant simply to say we can live however we want and God 

will overlook our sinful actions. Grace is to change us. And we need to understand that God’s grace is not cheap. 
It cost God the life of his Son on the cross. When this life has begun in us, we are then to begin a life time of 

grace-empowered action on His behalf. God’s grace works in us – to change us. 

After a few years of Dan’s influence and a few months of Roxanne’s absence I began to look to God for grace 

to change me. I became a Christian. Within a month God not only saved me, but brought my wife back to Iowa 

from California. That led to reconciliation with her with God as the center of our marriage. That marriage has 
now lasted 48 years.  

All of us are born in sin. We live our lives as sinners until we come to God. Paul wrote in Romans 3:23: “All have 

sinned and come short of the glory of God.” But when we have been born again, this is not God’s best for any 

of us. 

God wants all believers to be saints. (He calls Christians saints in Ephesians 1:1 and Philippians 1:1, etc.) A saint 

is not someone who never makes a mistake. A saint is not someone who lives secluded in a monastery somewhere 

who is able to live a pure life because of his withdrawal from the world. A saint is not someone who has mystical 

visions and does great miracles to impress the world with God’s power. A saint is someone who has been set 

aside to live for God. A saint lives their life for God. The life of grace is to be a life lived in obedience to Christ. 

Obedience is the key to an empowered life of grace. Jesus said, “if you love me, keep my commandments.”  

A life of grace must be intentional (Luke 9:62), persistent (Philippians 1:6), persevering (I Corinthians 15:58), 

patient (see fruit of Spirit – Galatians 5:22-23). It is to be a holy life. II Corinthians 7:1 says “let us cleanse ourselves 

from every defilement of body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God.”  

It’s not rocket science. It is grace working in us. 

 
De Colores! 
Rodney Miller 


