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Changing Our Environment 

“It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.” Galatians 2:20 

What does it mean to change our environment? Is it so that we grow as a Christian? Do we change how we act 

in public? Do we seek to change those around us by introducing them to God? Changing our environment is 

often very hard to do in several ways. Especially to an environment we are unfamiliar with. So, when we choose 
to invite Jesus into our life, He will shake it up. When Jesus shakes things up, it will be in every aspect of your 

life—in all environments. And that’s just what Jesus did when I invited Him into my life 10 years ago. 

When I first gave myself to God, I did it more by lip service alone. I was a new Christian at the age of 32 and 

everything was new to me. I did not understand what it meant to give my life to Jesus. I just went through the 

motions. I did feel some change in me, but it did not touch my heart or soul. It was not until my Great Banquet 
in 2010 that it really hit me and boy did it hit me!! I was in the chapel praying to Jesus and I truly felt His love 

for me for the very first time. A real, genuine love that went to the core of me. Wow!! When it hit me, I just sat 

there and sobbed. He really and truly loved me. Me, the sinner. He loved me enough to die on the cross for me. 

Wow! After that revelation, I gave myself totally and completely to Him—that night. And I have never been the 

same. Is it hard to keep up with on a daily basis? It sure is. Intentionally giving Him my will, my mind, and my 

heart daily can be a real struggle. I tend to be a bit stubborn. But you know what? Jesus knows this about me, 

and He still loves me. 

An “environment” is the sum total of circumstances associated with a particular place and time. Our environment 

includes home, work, social circles, churches, family, organizations, etc. So, when we invite Jesus into our life, we 

are called to represent Him in all of these areas. To answer the questions stated above, yes, we are to grow in 

our walk. Yes, we are to behave differently. And yes, we are to introduce those in our environment in the hopes 

that they too turn to Jesus. Difficult to do? Yes, at times. 

Jesus calls us to be in the world, not of the world. We are to live among others, but not like others. Our behavior 

needs to stand above the world’s. 

How do we change our environments? There are several ministry fields we can look into, but I’m going to choose 

just one to concentrate on now. The number one field Jesus calls us to change is ourselves. We cannot change 
our environments until we first change ourselves. Changing ourselves happens when we totally and intentionally 

surrender our wills, our minds, and our hearts to the transforming power of Christ’s Holy Spirit. Jesus works from 

the inside out. 

The will describes the part of human character that involves choice. It is an act of will to choose Jesus as Savior 

and to make Him Lord of your life. Jesus will not force His way into your life—it will be your choice. Not only that, 
but it is an act of the will to make Him known to others. Once Jesus is in our lives, we do not want to be selfish. 

We need to share Him with others. 

We must surrender our minds as well. Reading and studying the Bible is incredibly important in surrendering our 

minds. We need to learn about God and His ways. Most importantly, we must learn to see our environments 

as Jesus sees them. As Paul says in Romans 12:2, “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but 
be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” Learning God’s ways and how Jesus sees your environment will 

transform your mind. Again, you are to be in the world, not of the world. As we transform our minds to the 

influence of the Holy Spirit, we are much more effective in our witnessing to others. 

Although each of these are important, I believe the most important is our hearts and surrendering it totally and 

intentionally to God. He wants our hearts above all else. So, what does it mean to surrender our hearts to Jesus? 

It means to let Him come in and shake the foundations of who you are and to change the way you see yourself 
and the world. What do we do after we surrender our hearts to Jesus? First and foremost, we stay in close contact 

with Him on a daily basis. 

One way I keep in close contact with Jesus daily (and I am very faithful with this) is to meet with Him for prayer 

and devotion each day. I have a prayer closet in the corner of my home office. It is an enclosed area and each 

day I meet Him for a good, long talk. And boy do we talk! About anything and everything. I truly do understand 
Paul when he wrote to the Galatians 2:20 “It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me”. Prayer brings the 

fullness of God’s presence and power into our lives, enabling us to effectively utilize the potential He provides. 

So, beautiful people, I encourage you to give yourself to Jesus totally and intentionally with all of your heart, mind 

and will. You will not be perfect with this and that is ok. Jesus knows this. He will provide His own power and 

presence every step of the way. Remember to stay connected with Him through prayer each day. And remember 
Jesus’s promise from Matthew 28:20, “And I am with you always, even to the end of the age”. And He will be, my 

friends, He will be. 

De Colores! 
Linda Mowrer 
 


