
10720 North Knoxville Avenue, Peoria Illinois 61615  ◆  Office: 309.691.6322  ◆  greatbanquet@northminster.us 

Peoria Great Banquet 
come to the table . . . 

Disciples 

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.” 

Mark 12:30 

 

From the tenth talk of the Great Banquet weekend called Disciples, we learn that Jesus invites us to be His 

disciples and love him with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength (Mark 12:30). As disciples, we are called to be 

moral and spiritual leaders – challenging, encouraging and influencing others by example – wherever we go. 

Continuous spiritual growth is the key to discipleship.  

As with a lot of things that have changed in 2020, have you found yourself figuring out new ways to fulfill your 

role as a disciple? For me, I’ve been challenged with attending worship online rather than joining together 

physically with the body of Christ. I’ve also missed opportunities to show the love of Christ to others, when my 

weekly interactions with people outside my household have been limited to working online and maybe a trip to 

the grocery store. Without a commute to work, I haven’t been listening to my local Christian radio station. These 

circumstances have certainly created challenges in continuing on my spiritual growth. 

But on the other hand, I have found more opportunities to practice the direction in Psalm 46:10 — Be still and 

know that I am God. I’m not sure when this verse was painted on the gym wall at Northminster, but I’ve seen it 
so often I can clearly visualize it now. Maybe the picture in my mind is from years ago when I was picking up my 

kids from after school care or summer camp. Or maybe more recently on Great Banquet weekends gathering in 

the gym for meals or to serve. And this is one verse I can always remember. In the past I’ve been drawn to it for 

the peace it invokes in the command to be still. I find the noise of daily life can really drown out my focus on 

priorities, particularly my priority of growing as a lifelong disciple of Jesus.  

But throughout this pandemic, I find myself reflecting and connecting more strongly with the second part of the 

verse – to know that He is God. As I’ve spent more time getting still, I realize that the verse is not just about being 

quiet and experiencing the peace that comes from spending time with the Lord. But this is also a command to 
wake up, stop striving, and acknowledge God for who He is. And allow Him to do what only He can do. It is to 

realize that I am not the one in control here – but that the God of the universe is. I can live in peace knowing 

His love is greater than any circumstances, and I can trust Him to be who He says He is. 

So, in conclusion, let’s continue on our path of discipleship by loving God with all our heart, soul, mind, and 

strength.  

 

Quiet time to listen to God is critical not only to experience the blessing of His peace, but also to really know 

Him. In this world where so much has changed, are you hearing clearly from God? What is He calling you to 
do? Let’s listen closely and continue to follow where He leads us.  

 
De Colores! 

Terri Pierpont 


