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Life of Christian Action 
 

“Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of 

the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.” 1 Corinthians 15:58  

 

In 1 Corinthians 13 the apostle Paul tells us that love is the greatest of all the spiritual gifts. Love is the motivating 

power behind all true Christian action. A life of action flows naturally from us as we are filled with the Holy Spirit 

and seek to share God’s gift of love. I was raised in a Christian home; my parents were a great example of Christian 
action. They loved God, and I watched them take advantage of opportunities in their daily lives to share Him 

with others. When I was 20, my boyfriend Russell (who would become my husband) and I joined a Bible study. 

As my relationship with the members of the group grew stronger, so did my relationship with God. As they loved 

me, mentored me and encouraged me to study God’s word, I realized that while I knew about Jesus, I didn’t 

know Jesus. It was through their love and action that I asked Jesus to be my Lord and Savior. As He transformed 

my heart and mind, a desire started in me to make Him known to others.  

It is a great privilege to give to others what God has given to us – to introduce them to the love and grace of 

Jesus. It is only natural to want to share God's grace with everyone you come in contact with. God intends that 

everything we do – every relationship, every activity, every opportunity – be woven into a single, seamless Life 

of Christian Action. Christian Action is every action a Christian lives.  

Early in our marriage, my husband and I were asked if we would be interested in helping with the youth program 

at the church we had recently joined. I was still a very young Christian, I was growing in my relationship with Jesus, 

but wasn’t so sure I was qualified to help a group of youth grow closer to Christ. As I prayed about this decision, 

I looked back over my life and I saw how God had placed people in my life who had had a great influence over 

me and who led me to a desire to get to know Jesus. I realized that that was what I wanted, I wanted to be that 

influence for another. I wanted to help them move closer to God and experience His saving grace. We decided 

that if this was where God was leading us, then we were ready to trust Him, so we said YES and started “our Life 

of Christian Action.” Boy did we have a lot to learn!  

When Russell and I first started working with the youth, we made a lot of mistakes. We had our own agenda 

instead of following God’s plan. We tried too hard, we pushed the kids to open up and share with us before they 

were ready and before they knew us. We quickly realized that if we were going to have any influence over them, 

we needed to make some changes, and we needed to pray!. We needed to develop a relationship with them. 

They needed to know that they could trust us, that we were going to be there for the long haul and that we 

were going to make an effort to understand them without judging them.  

The miracle of sharing our faith not only blesses another person but grows the living reality of Jesus within us. 

Our years spent working with the youth were some of the most rewarding times of our lives. As we helped them 

continue to learn and grow through the study of God’s word together, we too were blessed with a more mature 

understanding of God. We experienced God in amazing ways, we saw miracles happen in both our lives and the 

lives of the kids. We were privileged to be present when several of them started their relationship with Christ. 
We’ve watched them mature in their faith, marry and start families. What a joy it is to know their children are 

being raised by parents who love God and have given their hearts to Jesus. 

As for the ones who have not yet given their hearts to Jesus, we continued to pray. Our role isn’t to determine 

the outcome, it is to step out in faith, start a conversation, develop a relationship, and introduce them to a God 

who loves them and his amazing grace.  

We may not always be given the chance to see the success of our own efforts. God, however, calls us to be 

faithful to his kingdom no matter what. “Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move 

you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not 

in vain.” 1 Corinthians 15:58  

Make a Friend 

Take the initiative by establishing a relationship. Seek to understand this person well. Be an active listener.  

Be a Friend 

Seek first to understand, then to be understood. Let them see how your faith is making a difference in your life.  

Bring Your Friend to Christ 

For this to happen in a natural and authentic way, your friend will need to have seen the reality of Jesus in your 

life. Remember to speak to God about your friend before you speak to your friend about God. In other words…pray. 

 

De Colores! 

Hope Nelson 


