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Our Response to Grace 

“These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the  

Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I h 

ave said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you.  

Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.” John 14: 25-27 

2020 has been a difficult year for most of us. My family started the year with my husband having 

already been unemployed for 7 months and my recent job change, which included a significant pay 
decrease. Financially, we were struggling even before COVID-19 hit the scene. Six years ago I left my 

career as a high school teacher to attend seminary and pursue my call to full time ministry. After 

graduating in May of 2019, I became a Clinical Pastoral Care Resident with OSF where I could round 
out my ministry preparation, being ready for ordination as a pastor in October. 2020 was supposed 

to be the year in which I began my second career as a pastor. Things have turned out quite 

differently. While I had been preaching regularly, filling pulpits for years, COVID closed down all those 
opportunities for months. As my residency came to a close, my call to ministry was even more certain, 

yet doors to ministry seemed to keep closing. Even though my life had been completely re-oriented 

to following God’s path for me, it felt I was at a dead end. 

Thankfully I have responded to God’s offer of grace. I am certain of my present and future salvation 
offered through the saving blood of Jesus. Because of this I have the Holy Spirit living in me. Scripture 

describes the Holy Spirit as our Helper, Advocate, Counselor and Comforter. In Latin, “Comforter” is a 

combination of the words “with” and “strength.” The Holy Spirit isn’t a comforter like those puffy bed 
linens of the same name. The Holy Spirit is present not to console us but to bring us strength so we 

can face any situation or struggle in life. Because of the Holy Spirit, we have it better than those who 

met Jesus during His earthly ministry. We don’t get to be impacted by Jesus only when he passes by, 
we have the strength of Christ dwelling within us through the Holy Spirit. 

As disciples of Christ we need not fear. We have the peace and strength of Christ always. To 

experience it, we only need to be mindful of it. Praying the Prayer to the Holy Spirit is one great way to 

do that. I have found myself praying it often, especially in 2020. I don’t know the church or hospital to 

which God is calling me for my first call. I don’t know when it will begin. What I do know is that God 
is with me and for me, guiding me through the Holy Spirit as I read the Bible, listen to sermons, 

fellowship with other believers and worship with my home church. The same is true for you. 
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