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Longing

Inside this Issue

It’s not an exaggeration to say that we’re living in
historic times. With shelter in place orders, halts in
transportation, runs on grocery supplies, and rising
hospitalizations and fatalities due to the spread of
Covid-19, these are not common days. In this season,
what do you find yourself longing for?
I find myself longing for things and experiences and
people whom I’m missing. I long for a bit of normalcy.
I long for good reports coming from doctors and
hospitals, announcing that the number of new cases
has declined dramatically. I long for my parents to
have the freedom to go to doctor appointments. I
long for the Sunday when we’ll be back in worship
together.
In the Bible we find the Apostle Paul employing the
Greek word for longing epipothéō on a number of
occasions to describe his own feelings. He longs to
see his friends in Rome in order to impart on them
“some spiritual blessing” (Romans 1:11). He speaks
of longing to see his protégé Timothy that he, Paul,
may be “filled with joy” (2 Timothy 1:4). And with
“God [as his] witness” he longs for the Philippian
Christians “with the affection of Christ Jesus”
(Philippians 1:8).
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Longing — cont.
(Continued from page 1)

I love how Paul’s longing is so strongly connected to
fellowship in Christ. I can only imagine how grateful
he would have been if he had the ability to use Zoom
or Google Hangouts! I encourage all of us to use the
means at our disposal to convey our longing for one
another in Christ. Whether you text it, convey it in a
call, send it in an email or write in in a card, please let
someone know that you long for their fellowship in
Christ and for the day when you can be together with
them again.

We’re providing our Newsletter hoping that it yields
a bit of normalcy in this historic time, and that
through our shared celebration of Christ that it
might satisfy even in a small way some of the
longing we have for connecting as God’s people.

Bob Jordan

Lead Pastor
bobj@northminster.us
402.943.8218

Podcast Sound-Off
In this time that can feel isolating and scary, I have
found that listening to conversations about the
Word of God helps me to keep my focus on the
One who loves and is in control. I hope these
podcast suggestions can do the same for you.

free on apple, podbean, or stitcher podcast players.
If you prefer to listen on your computer, for
Knowing Faith go to www.tvcresources.net and
select podcasts from the menu, then select Knowing
Faith. For Ask N.T. Wright Anything, go to
www.premierchristianradio.com and select podcasts
then scroll down and select N.T. Wright.

Thanks to Kim Holdham for her suggestion of Knowing
Faith. In this podcast, three people discuss all matters
of faith in a Bible study format that includes humor
and lots of knowledge. I started with episode 63, “A
Blanket Full of Bacon” (a discussion of Acts 10-11)
and have continued in their series on Acts.

As always, I’d love to hear about what you are
listening to. Send me an email with podcasts you
have enjoyed and want to share with others.

Joanna Stuck

Another conversational podcast is Ask N.T. Wright
Anything. This podcast is a question and answer
with discussion format and includes questions sent
in by listeners. If you have enjoyed N.T. Wright’s
books, then you will enjoy this podcast as well. I
started by listening to episode 27, “Can I trust the
Old Testament?”.

Newsletter Editor
stuckrj@hotmail.com

On phones, both podcasts can be downloaded for
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Celebrating Easter Together
(even though we’ll be physically apart)!
With the current guidelines in place and the wise
counsel coming from health experts, we realize that
we won’t be able to gather together physically in
our sanctuary on Easter morning. But NO POLICY
can keep us from being the people of God! Easter
will happen, and we’ll celebrate it together—even if
we’re under many different roofs.

videos on our YouTube channel and send notifications
around 6:00 pm on each of these two days.
We will then look toward Easter. A traditional piece
of the Easter celebration in the Church is for Christ
followers to respond to the proclamation of “He is
risen!” with the affirmation, “He is risen indeed!”
Whether or not someone will be under your roof
with you on April 12th, I hope even now you will
commit to sharing this powerful exchange with two
or three or five or ten people on that day through a
phone call, an email, a video chat, or whatever
other means are at your disposal.

Here’s what we have in the works … We’ll begin on
Palm Sunday. With our normal online Sunday
worship service playlist, we’ll include a short video
on Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. We’ll post
an additional short video at midday on Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday so that we can connect
together around Jesus’ final week of ministry on
Earth. Thursday of Holy Week is known as Maundy
Thursday, a designation that emphasizes Jesus’
command to love one another. We’ll take a little more
time for reflection on this day as well as for the
following day known as Good Friday. Regarding the
latter, Pastor Jos and members of our Youth Ministries
will guide us through our worship and reflection
time together. We’ll post Thursday’s and Friday’s

THE MOST SIGNIFICANT discovery in all of human
history occurred nearly 2000 years ago when those
female followers of Jesus found his tomb empty.
The resurrection of Jesus means that death has lost
its power and that Jesus reigns supreme. We may
be separated, and wisely so, in an effort to lessen
the severity of a little virus’ impact, but we are
indeed UNITED in and through Jesus’ absolute
victory!

CRUCIFIED WITH Christ
LENT 2020 @ NORTHMINSTER
I have been crucified with Christ.
It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.
And the life I now live in the flesh

I live by faith in the Son of God,
who loved me and gave himself for me.
Galatians 2:20
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The Church at Her Best
What does a church do when it becomes unwise to
meet all together? It focuses on being the church.
It’s really what the church is always supposed to do.
It just happens to be that in times like these—when
we’re forced to change our normal patterns—
churches are presented with the opportunity to
reconsider what being church really means.

stocked with supplies. Pam Garner and a team of
leaders are actively supporting the Deacons and
have put together a group of errand runners to
bring supplies to those in our congregation who
might be at a higher risk medically.


The Bible has great descriptors for the church at her
best (e.g. Colossians 3:12-17; 1 Peter 2:9-12). They
tend to emphasize standing firm in Christ, treating
each other with love, and actively sharing and showing
our faith to others.



Northminster is pursuing these very ends. Here are
some of the ways our congregation lived out its
calling as the church in just the first 14 days of our
physical distancing:








The Youth Team produced videos to stay
connected and to provide ongoing Bible studies
for students. Students and leaders also utilized
chats and phone calls to continue being
community together. There is even a current
video competition with the students to win a
home delivered meal from Chipotle!



Kids Min @ Northminster is utilizing the online
platform Seesaw to reach out to the children of
our church. The Small Group Leaders in Kids
Ministry along with members of the Core Team
have their own call list to stay connected with
their students.

Members of our staff and our Session (Board of
Elders) have been deployed to make calls each
day to people in our church. Staying connected
and representing the love of Christ were early on
established as essential priorities.
We’ve reached out to our mission partners in the
community to reaffirm our commitment to them
and to identify ways we can be helping them in
their ministries.
We’ve moved our Sunday morning worship
services to everyone’s living room by recording
introductions, announcements, prayers, sermons
and blessings and linking in worship songs.
Check it out on YouTube.

Ministry Teams, Bible Studies and Life Groups
have met virtually, either through video
conferencing or recording and posting videos
on YouTube.

More ministry than just these items is occurring.
There is no way to capture all the stories of how
people throughout our congregation are sharing
and showing their faith through acts of kindness
and gospel proclamation. We may be in strange
times, but we’re still the church! And Jesus is still
Lord and Savior!

Our Deacons have made a TON of phone calls,
reaching out to members of our congregation
to ensure that we’re all in good health and well
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Connection Plan for Kid Groups
When it became apparent that Children’s Ministry
was going to need to change from an in-person
focus to something new, the Core team met to
discuss guiding values and formulate a plan. We
determined that our values would include pointing
children toward Jesus as our single focus, providing
resources for kids and families, using clear
communication, and centering on prayer and
relationship.
These values guided our plans for exactly what we
would do and focus on during this time. We are
connecting with kids by making phone calls and
sending mail. We are communicating with parents by
sending a weekly email with our kid group lesson
materials and checking in with parents when we call.
We are providing for interaction with families and
leaders through the smart phone app Seesaw. This
app is brand new to Children’s Ministry, but many of
our families are familiar with it because their
children go to Northminster Learning Center, and
they use it regularly.

Bible story video “Daniel in the Lion’s Den”

On the Seesaw App, families and leaders can post
videos and comments as well as view the weekly
curriculum video. Our small group leaders all
provided video greetings to the kids as part of the
roll out of the new app. We have already had
families make videos of their children playing and
discussing Daniel and the Lion’s Den and look
forward to more interaction, fun and growth in
Jesus!

Will and Jennifer Loer sharing their Bible Study thoughts.

The Children’s Ministry Core Team,

Kristen Frederick, Jocelyn Smolik,
Jane Mason, Jennifer Loer, and Joanna Stuck
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Connecting with Youth
Connecting with Youth in a Time of Crisis and Distance
The current reality of social distancing is creating
new challenges but also awesome opportunities for
doing ministry with students. I believe that we may
look back at this time we’re spending apart as the
season that has taught us the most about how to
connect with, care for and build bridges to our
students. I thought we’d share our key VAULES that
are shaping our ministry to students at this time
and our key STRATEGIES that we are engaged in.

Mama Broccoli (Lori Rohlfing) is out here living her best
quarantine life and her social distancing game is STRONG!

Staying centered in prayer. We are going to pray
for our students daily, whether they know it or not.
We’re committed to prayer as the best, most
practical thing we can do for each other.
Flexibility. Some of the thing we are going to try
aren’t going to work. So we’ll keep at it and take
advantage of the technological and personal
opportunities we have as they arise.

VALUES:

STRATEGIES:

Modeling Christlike actions and thoughts. We
can’t compete with the world in terms of
entertainment, but we do have something to offer
our students they aren’t going to get anywhere
else: JESUS. In all we do during this time, from
personal conversations to online videos, we will
demonstrate TRUST in Jesus, LOVE for our
NEIGBOURS and the DESIRE to grow in faith during
this season of distance. We will be relentlessly
Gospel-focused during this time







Intentionally connecting in relationships. We will
initiate contact with our students and reach out to
them for conversation and care. We won’t wait for
them to come to us, we will move toward them.

Weekly teaching and conversation through
videos posted during each of our normal youth
group times
Texting, calls and individual communications
from adults to students
Social media presence – we’ll be filling our
media channels with competitions, polls, and
questions that will hopefully generate
engagement and feedback

Jocelyn Smolik
Pastor of Spiritual Formation
joss@northminster.us
314.749.1315

6

April 2020

Abundant Life
John 10:10 says, “… I came that they may have life
and have it more abundantly.”

blessing regardless of our circumstance. Abundant
life is a richness of spiritual life in Jesus. In John
10:3-4, he calls, the sheep follow, he leads –
relationship with Jesus is a life of friendship with,
and submission to, the Good Shepherd.

As my wife, Peggy, and I deal with these cancer
treatments and all the related consequences the
question for me is “what is abundant life?” We have
always talked of God’s blessings in terms of His
provisions: health, food, a nice place to live, good
family relationships, and others. Not to be confused,
we should be thankful for all these things, “every
good gift comes from above, from the Father of
lights…” James 1:17. He also says he has given us
good things to enjoy. (I Timothy 6:17, enjoy
unselfishly). Even with all that, there must be
something there which reflects abundance in my
current circumstances. In fact, I think it was probably
this abundance that was supposed to be the priority
all along.

With so many other “blessings” pushed to the back
burner or off the stove entirely for Peggy and me,
our focus on Jesus has become stronger. We feel his
presence more clearly. We seek his guidance more
diligently. As everyone’s life has been disrupted, I
urge you to go ahead and move some of those pots
of “blessing” to the back burner so that your truest
blessing of close relationship with Jesus, abundant
life, can be in the forefront for you to enjoy and
others to see.

Tom Robinson

Pastor Jos, in her sermon on December 1, 2019,
tied abundant life around a relationship with Jesus.
As she said, we can have access to every spiritual

Northminster Member
tnp1011@comcast.net

Meet the Robinsons - An NPC Family!
1. What is your favorite fast food place? Qdoba

Peggy

2. What do you like to do together? Together
we enjoy travel, spending time with our kids
and grandkids, eating out and hanging out with
friends.
3. What you are looking forward to most when
shelter in place is over? As soon as shelter in
place is lifted, we will want to be with our family!
4. Favorite TV show right now? Our favorite
current show is Magnum PI, and we enjoy
watching mysteries on the Hallmark Channel.
5. Favorite thing about Northminster? We would
like NPC to know that we have never been around
a more loving group. The prayer ministry is so
comforting, and the caring ministry has taken care
of us through so many different people. Our two
pastors have ministered to us with compassion
and in their actions. This is what the church is
supposed to be.
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Memorial Offering to God
Saturday, March 21, 2020, I opened my devotional to
discover this verse, “Your prayers and compassionate
acts are like a memorial offering to God.” Acts 10:4.
That was God speaking directly into my heart. This
verse came after the first week of sheltering in place
when schedules were disrupted, expectations were
changed, and new routines had to be developed. I
can tell you I have seen so many compassionate acts
in the last week or two.

volunteers so that each runner has one or two
households. They been advised to carry hand
sanitizer and disinfectant wipes with them so that
everyone’s safety stays a top priority.
Another offering has been through sewing face masks.
These masks are being distributed to several longterm care and assisted living facilities in our area.
Eight women have sewn approximately 70 masks and
will do more as needed. If you would like to help with
this offering or if you have supplies of flannel, cotton
or elastic, please contact Karen Rutan (309.579.2989;
kmsrutan@yahoo.com).

We have 21 Deacons who have approximately
twenty-five people on their care list, with an
average of nine households. The Deacons have
been asked to contact each household each week
for the purpose of discovering needs, offering
prayer, providing companionship and just simply
loving on those in the household. These 190
contacts that will be made weekly are, and will be, a
memorial offering to God done with compassion,
joy, sincerity and extraordinary love.

I encourage you to continue to offer up your prayers
and compassionate acts of kindness toward your
neighbors, friends, and family by calling, texting, or
emailing. They are a gift to God. Also, if you are in
need of assistance, please let me know.

Pam Garner

Our call to active compassion through running
errands has been met with fourteen folks
responding. Twenty-five households with folks
whose health conditions prohibit them from
venturing out, have been matched with these

Coordinator of Care
pamg@northminster.us
309.453.9928
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Admin Team Update
General Fund

up daily), giving online via our website
(www.northminster.us) or through our church app.
Please call Keith Petran (309.253.0928) with any
questions.

February was a much better month for Northminster.
We saw offering rise above $69,000 (budget $64,500),
helping the overall income for the church rise to
$80,815 ($72,310 budget). We were also able to
decrease expenses, with a total outlay of $57,222
($74,255 budget).

Blessings,
Northminster Admin Team
Erich Michelfelder & Steve Rollins (co-chairs)
Karl Vandermyde
Dave Underwood
Bob Thorn
Jim Garner
Bob Brandow
Keith Petran (Director of Operations)
Donna Cady (Financial Assistant)

Ways to Give

While Northminster’s building is closed, we have
rolled back the thermostats, turned lights off, cut
back on garbage service and taken many other cost
saving measures. Giving remains vital to the church
being able to flourish during this time. Please
consider continuing your offering each week by
mailing checks to the church office (mail is picked

April Birthdays
1

Debbie Kelone
Kathie Rollins

6

August Dornon
William Dornon
Ron Sullivan
Ron Thomas

2

Ben Fields

7

Ari Johnson
Hannah Roberts
Sophie Roberts

4

Aurora Haggerty
Kari Gabbert
Steve Rees

5

Aidan Hasselman
Alex Hasselman
Shirley Tupper
Ed Duran

11

Andy Fograscher

10

Chris Perry

13

Ethan Streitmatter
Chris Holdham
Maya McRaven

14

Ben Kruiswyk
Evan McCrea

15

Mackenzie Howard
Drayson Schmutz
Chuck Sahm

Judy Bjerke
Don Cory
John Kruiswyk
Charlotte Ringness

19

Amy Frans

21

Linda Tudor

12

Debbie Kammueller

17

Randy McCrea
Brian Jensen

18

23

Leslie Harland

Fields
24 Abbey
Shirley Rowell

Skaggs
24 Lisa
Lori Skaggs

25

Ann Wittmer

26

Claire Umpleby

Frank
27 Millie
Bob Masek

Gerstner
29 Tyler
Emma Goos

29

Armen Werckle
Nancy Raguet

30

Christine Kleine
Max Finley

Let us know if we missed someone’s birthday!
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